PLSI 425 Basics to be able to answer for Background Test
* Bold face questions are the ones you will want to pay most attention to for the background exam, which will mostly be multiple choice and short answer.
1. Where and when does the term “Middle East” originate? Who first used the term? Where are the “borders” of the Middle East? What problems might there be in the use of the term? (see article, “Where is the Middle East”)
2. What government(s) did the various peoples of the Middle East live under from about the 14th to 19th centuries? How might this government have differed from those of the region today in terms of ideology, organization, and identity?

3. What is colonialism, and what is imperialism? When did Europeans begin colonizing the Middle East? Which European powers colonized which parts of the region (especially in the first decades of the 20th century)? 

4. Very generally, how and when did various countries of the Middle East gain independence? 

5. What were some of the short- and long-term effects of colonialism? (Powerpoint but especially Roger Owen, State, Power, and Politics in the Making of the Modern Middle East, “The emergence of modern states.” Edward Said, Orientalism, is also useful here)

a. Specifically, what were the five main administrative changes that colonial authorities made in the politics of the states they governed? (Owen, pp. 11-14)
b. What were some of the specific colonial practices followed by European colonialists? (Owen, pp. 15-17).

6. What are some of the basic beliefs of Islam? Be familiar with the basic distinctions between Sunni and Shiite Islam.

7. What is Orientalism and who coined the term?

8. What (who) are the major ethnic groups of the modern Middle East? What distinguishes them from one another?

