Bab al Oued City (Algeria/France, 1994)

Discussion questions
Director Merzak Allouache
Main characters: Boualem (our hero), Said (Islamist heavy), Yamina (Said’s sister)

1. What sort of authority do Said and his gang have in the neighborhood? In what ways do they try to exert and enforce this authority?

2. How do various members of the neighborhood respond? How do they challenge him?

3. What does the Imam say about the loss of the speaker, and about Said’s tactics? How might these dialogues between the Imam and Said illustrate some of the points made by Eickelman and Piscatori in our reading on Muslim Politics?

4. How does Said’s group try to pressure Boualem? How does he respond? 

5. What status do women have in this film? How do they cope with the restrictions on their freedom?

6. What does this film tell us about the way radical Islamist groups gained power in places like Algeria? Is this different or similar than what you might have expected?

7. From what we see in this film, what are some of the cultural and political legacies left by the French in contemporary Algeria? In what ways are Algerians still linked to France?

8. How does this film comment on, undermine, or support Fanon’s arguments? How does it compare or contrast with Memmi’s work? 

