BSS/CHS 301 Foundations in MEIS

Study Guide Exam #1 – revised
Exam format will be multiple choice. You do not need to bring a bluebook. Please note that many of these topics duplicate one another
In particular know the following:

The five pillars of Islam

The relevance of the Quran for Muslims

The origin of the differences between Sunnis and Shiites

The basic (summarized reasons for each of the four fitnas (civil wars) in early Muslim history

The sources of Sharia law

Some of the main characteristics of the Umayyards and the Abbasids (who was governing, how)

Reasons for the MB’s boycott of the 1990 election

How the authors/lecturer define the parallel Islamic sector

Why Pres. Mabarak had a difficult time controlling the parallel Islamic sector

The founder and major strategies (through time) of the MB

Who was in charge of Egypt before Nasser

Different definitions of globazalization – and whose definitions they are! – according to Prof. Monshipouri

How Prof. Monshipouri suggests we view piety

The three “motivating powers” according to Ibn Sina, and the “sum of the three virtues,” according to him

How Ibn Sina defines human happiness

Definition of Tahwid

The Two Nation theory: what is it and who said it
Terms, Definitions, Etc.

(Use definitions as covered in class lectures and readings. The key terms will help you best understand the material and prepare for the multiple choice questions.)

Mohammad

Umayyads
Abbasids

Ulama

Sufi

Sharia

Pillars of Islam

Shiite

Sunni

Quran

Hadith

Sunna

Transformationalists

Globalization (as defined by both professor Monshipouri and Roland Robertson)

“Glocal”

Disembedding

Islamic Philosophy

Tawhid

Nubuwwa

Ma’ad

Hikmah
Pan-Arabism
Parallel Islamic Sector
Professional Association
Muslim Brotherhood

Wasat Party

Presidents Nasser, Sadat, Mubarak
Islamism

Accommodationists

Din wa Dawla

Syndicates

Ibn Sena/Avicenna

Topics from lectures and readings:
· What does the author mean by "conquest state"? How does Islam and the conquest state result in the caliphate?

· What were the reasons for the four civil wars in early Islamic history? What was at stake?


· Describe the dispute between Shi‘ites and the group that would later be known as Sunnis.


· What developments took place under the the Umayyads? How did the Abbasids break with the institutions and practices of the Umayyads?


· Describe the decline of the Abbasid caliphate and the resurgence of Iran. What states replaced the Abbasid caliphate in the period 1000-1500? 


· What is "the coming of the Turks" and why is this development important in Islamic history?

· What does the author mean by "Islamic world system"? How is this idea different from the idea of the caliphate?


· What roles did the ulama and Sufis have in early Islamic history?

· What is the relationship between the Wasat Party and the Muslim Brotherhood?

· What are some of the ways in which the Muslim Brotherhood challenged the Egyptian State?

· How has the parallel Islamic sector contributed to Islamic mobilization? How has it defied regime control? 
· How did the different Egyptian regimes (Nasser, Sadat, Mubarak) deal with the Muslim Brotherhood?
· According to (author) Nasr, what is Islamic philosophy and what are the main dimensions of the Islamic tradition?

· For Ibn Sina (Avicenna), what are the virtues of the motivating powers and what is the sum of these virtues? 
