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Course summary and objectives

This class is an introduction to Middle East and Islamic Studies (MEIS). The course is interdisciplinary and deals with two inter-linked subjects: 1) the politics, histories, and cultures of the Middle East and North Africa, and, 2) the politics, history, and cultures of Islamic peoples and places much more generally. The second topic is not geographically grounded but includes the study of Islam, Islamic practices, and Islamic politics around the world. For the purposes of this course it especially includes South Asia, home to some of the world’s largest Muslim communities. Linking these two topics is a history of Islamic civilizations, experiences with European imperialism and colonialism, and intersecting and sometimes-shared histories. In addition, the two topics are linked through communities of scholars who often find they have much to learn from one another. At the same time, as our course will demonstrate, there is tremendous diversity of politics and culture within and between the Middle East, North Africa, South Asia, and Islamic communities more generally. Thus we have many different ethnic groups as well as many different religious practices, ways of life, and political arrangements. 

Along with our substantive study of MEIS, another part of the course will focus on how we as scholars “study” the Middle East and Islam. How do we situate ourselves as individuals and researchers in our chosen fields of study? How do we deal with personal perspectives and biases? Given the wide range of available methodological approaches, which do we choose to use, and why? What is it like doing research? These are some of the sorts of questions we will discuss.

The course is explicitly interdisciplinary, which means that we will be drawing on the approaches and perspectives of many different disciplines to enrich our study. The class constitutes a fundamental course in the MEIS minor program.

The primary goals of this course are: 

· To help you become conversant in the basic history of the region and its cultural fundamentals: to provide you with an introduction to the basic principles of Islam as well as the diversity of religious practices and principles in the Middle East, North Africa, and South Asia, and to gain an appreciation for the artistic and cultural richness of these areas;

· To introduce you to many of the different disciplinary approaches to the study of MEIS; how do we study MEIS as a historian, an anthropologist, a political scientist, etc, and how do these approaches compare and contrast?

· To provide you with sufficient knowledge of the Middle East and Muslim peoples and politics so as to allow you to “get beyond” the headlines and contribute meaningfully to current discussions; 

· To offer some case studies of current research on the region and scholarly perspectives on recent issues in the news; 

· To introduce you to many of the faculty and approaches to MEIS at SFSU.

Course texts and assignments:

Readings and other materials such as short films will be available either on-line, sold in class, or on e-reserve. 

The password for e-reserve is: Morocco

Course Organization

The course is organized as a seminar with different speakers every week. With one or two exceptions, speakers are faculty at SFSU from many different departments and disciplines, linked by their common interests in MEIS. Each speaker will discuss his or her methodology (how they actually go about doing their research) and then give a short lecture on a substantive issue. The remainder of the course time will be spent on discussion. The course coordinator will be responsible for attendance, assignments, the coordination of grading, and general course facilitation. 

The class is divided into two main parts. Part One deals primarily with the study of history and politics in the Middle East, South Asia, and North Africa. Part Two concerns culture and cultural production.

Reading

Each guest lecturer will assign one or two readings available either on e-reserve or via the course web page. You should expect to read between 30 and 60 pages a week.

Course Requirements

* Attendance. You may miss one class session without penalty to your grade. Further absences will lower your attendance and participation grade by half a letter grade per missed class. In the interests of fairness and out of consideration for our speakers, if you arrive in class more than 15 minutes late or leave before the end of class, you will not receive credit for attendance. 

* Short Response Papers. You will be asked to write eight 1-1.5-page papers (response papers) to one of several questions posed by the speaker. You will be assigned to write five weeks’ worth of these papers; you may choose any other three weeks. 

* Geography Quiz. There will be a geography quiz on a list of selected countries and cities. The list of places and examples of blank outline maps can be found on the class web site. 

* Exams. There will be two in-class exams. They will not be cumulative. Exams will be multiple choice and will be based on readings and class lectures. A study guide will be posted on the class web site in the week prior to the exam. THERE ARE NO MAKE-UP EXAMS WITHOUT A VERIFIED MEDICAL OR PERSONAL EMERGENCY.

Grading

Attendance and Participation: 15 percent

Short Response papers: 30 percent

Geography Quiz: 5 percent

Exams: 50 percent. (Please note that the exams may vary slightly in worth depending on the length of the test.)

Other Notes

( Our goal in this class is to create an open environment in which we can learn, extend our knowledge, and challenge our ideas. In order for this to happen, everyone in the class needs to feel safe contributing his or her views. While there will be multiple opportunities for students to express their ideas and put forth arguments on various topics, it is expected that discussion will be civil, respectful of the opinions, identities, and beliefs of others, and pertinent to the day’s discussion. Some of the topics we will be discussing this semester are ones that some people may feel strongly about; because of the importance of these topics, it is all the more important to approach them with an open mind. Racist, sexist, and/or other generally degrading remarks towards religious groups, ethnic/national groups, and anyone else will not be tolerated. If you like to talk, please make room for others to express their views as well. 

( There will be NO incompletes in this class. Please don’t read newspapers, books, or use headphones or other electronic devices in class.

( Please turn off cell phones, music, and computers.

( Eating and drinking is fine, but try not to bring anything too messy or too smelly. 

( Make sure all your work is your own and that you properly cite all sources. Plagiarism is the presentation of another’s words and/or ideas as one’s own without attributing the proper source. It is grounds for failure of a given piece of work, which could result in failure of the entire course; it could also result in expulsion. 

( If you have a physical, perceptual, or learning disability, please contact the Disability Programs and Resource Center (http://www.sfsu.edu/~dprc/) and inform me as soon as possible so we can provide appropriate accommodation. 

( If any student has a concern with class discussion or any other aspect of the class please contact me as soon as possible. 

EMAIL policy:

Because of the very high number of emails I receive daily, I cannot respond to all my email. For the most part you should expect to confine your use of email correspondence to: a) scheduling a meeting; or b) urgent issues (personal emergencies that are interfering with your ability to continue in the course, etc). Please keep the following in mind:

* In general, I will not answer questions about the class material, exam review sheets, or reading via email. It is expected that you will ask questions about the material during class time or during office hours.

* You do not need to email me if you are going to miss a class unless you are going to miss an exam. (But remember that there are no make-up exams except in cases of documented emergency!). 

(Please see the next page for the course schedule!)

Course Schedule

* Please note that this syllabus is a living document and this schedule is subject to change.

Tuesday Jan 27 

First Day of Class: Introduction to the Course and to MEIS

Led by Nicole Watts and Lucia Volk 

Reading/preparation: “On Orientalism: An interview with Edward Said” available on YouTube at: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xwCOSkXR_Cw

Part I History and Politics

Feb 3 

Prof. Fred Astren (Jewish Studies): Early Islamic history 

Feb 10 
Prof. Prithvi Datta Chandra Shobhi (Humanities): Islam in South Asia 
Feb 17 
Manar Hassan (SFSU Poli Sci Graduate Program): Politics in Egypt

Feb 24 
Prof. Mahmood Monshipouri (International Relations): Muslims in a Globalizing World. And GEOGRAPHY QUIZ.
March 3 
Prof. Mohammad Azadpur (Philosophy): Islamic thought

March 10 
Prof. Nicole Watts (Political Science): Middle East Politics 

March 17 
Prof. Uri Bar-Joseph (Political Science; Haifa Univ.): Israeli politics. AND EXAM #1
March 24 
No Class (Spring Break)

March 31 
No Class (Cesar Chavez Day)

Part II Culture and Arts

April 7 
Dr. Alan Mikhail (History, Stanford Univ.): The Ottomans 

April 14 
Prof. Hafez Modirzadeh (Music and Dance): Music 

April 21 
Prof. Mohammad Salama (Foreign Languages and Literature): Arabic and Arabic literature

April 28         Prof. Santhi Kavuri-Bauer (Art): Islamic art and architecture

May 5 

Prof. Dina Ibrahim (BECA): The media

May 12 
EXAM #2 
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