BSS/CHS 301 Study Questions for the Final Exam (May 12).

Your final exam will consist of an in-class, closed-book written exam on two of the following questions.  Please bring a blue book. For each of the questions, be able to develop a substantial answer with specific references to lectures and readings from the second half of the semester. Be able to cite specific readings by using the author’s name (although I will give you a list of names and titles). It is suggested that you outline possible answers in your studying. You will be graded on clear organization, specificity of references (to lectures and texts), and coherent development of your ideas. Please make sure your English is clear and as error free as possible.

1. Some places have multiple and sometimes contested meanings. Drawing on class readings and lecture by Prof. Santhi Kavuri-Bauer, please discuss the various theories on the meaning of the Dome of the Rock in Jerusalem. Your answer should include a brief outline of the form and function of the Dome of the Rock, as well as researchers’ ideas about why it was built and what it represented.

2. Coffeehouses in the Ottoman Empire also had multiple functions, as illustrated by Prof. Alan Mikhail in his lecture. Please discuss the various roles coffeehouses played in Ottoman society, AND how studying such topics as coffee and cafes might deepen our understanding of Ottoman life and politics. Your answer should draw on both his lecture and the readings.

3. Drawing on class lectures and readings from April 7-May 5, please discuss how the material we covered in at least three of these weeks might support or complicate Hannah Arendt’s ideas about patterns of human existence. Your answer should include a brief outline of Arendt’s discussion of the “human condition” and its three activities, as well as applying the points of various weeks readings and lectures to an expansion or complication of her ideas. 

4. Prof. Dina Ibrahim is discussing popular images of Arabs and Muslims in the contemporary U.S. media. For this answer, please describe these popular stereotypes, some of the means by which they are produced, and then some of the specific ways in which they may be complicated (and even refuted) by material we studied from April 7-April 28. How, in other words, might learning about Sufism and musicology, Ottoman history, art history such as the Dome of the Rock, or Egyptian literature complicate or challenge these images? Please be able to discuss several specific ways in which these stereotypes may be complicated or challenged. These specifics might include images of people and how they spend their lives, the meaning and practice of Islam, etc. Make sure your answer draws on the class lectures and readings very specifically and clearly.

