Discussion Questions for Alinsky, MK Gandhi, ML King, Jr. (preliminary)

Thinking Comparatively:

1) What is nonviolent action? What other names does it go under? Does everyone agree on basic definitions? What are some of the varieties of nonviolent action?
2) Is nonviolence essential? Must it always be used, no matter what the circumstances? More generally, are there any absolutes in activism and social protest?
3) What is the relationship between the internal person (morality or soul) and external action? IS there a relationship? Without a focus on morality and the “internal” individual, can nonviolent activism be effective or productive?
4) Related to the above 2 questions, what are Alinsky’s 11 “rules” of ethics regarding means and ends? How do you think other analysts would respond to them? What do YOU think of them?

5) What determines the kinds of means selected for use by activists? 

6) What tools or weapons can the opposition provide activists with? How can the opposition’s tactics or weaknesses be used to strengthen a movement?
