May 12, 2003
Violent Relationships
Student Responses:

· Female student had a husband that would drink and became violent when he began drinking.

Would also prepare herself to “get away”, but stayed in relationship because she didn’t know how to get out of relationship.

Student finally left, but had no specific reason why, “there was a climax but I don’t know what made me leave”.

· Male student lived in a domestic violent home.  His father had a cocaine habit and went so far as to pull a gun on student’s mother.  Another situation was when his father pounded his mothers head into a rock.  He considered his mother as the instigator.

Notes:
· Women tend to be more violent than men, but men tend to hurt women more and are more likely to cause physical violence and also use weapons.  Women have an unlikely chance in killing their partners.
· People in abusive relationships tend to go back into other abusive relationships.  Also people that come from abusive homes tend to go into abusive relationships.
Johnson and Johnson: Avoidant and Ambivalent people tend to go into abusive relationships.
· 2/3 of people stay in abusive relationships for more than a year.

· We stay in relationships that we may believe are the “best we can do”, due to various barriers and setbacks we set for ourselves.

· Cross-Culture research is hard to do, because of various reasons dealing on what is considered abuse in other cultures.  Also people tend to view some abuse as a cultural norm.

· Dr. LeRoux believes that violence is present in all cultures not just American culture.  

· Fear and Guilt- people don’t want to be alone, and don’t want family and friends to know or get hurt.

· Isolation- is the main tool abusers use to control their victims.  Isolation from family and friends may be a key sign.

· 95% of abusive relationships have alcohol present.
· Heterosexual couples’s relationship fears are- getting hit by partner, loosing partner, and getting their heart broken.

· The #1 fear for heterosexual couples is 

Males- Being laughed at.

Females- Violence

· Emotional castration: A sense of betray in relationships is what males fear.
· Although violence has a large scale in heterosexual couples, violence is most present in homosexual couples rather than heterosexual couples.
· Dr. LeRoux-

You can not change other people’s behavior.  Giving up on relationships is very hard, because people tend to believe that they could make the relationship better, and do not give up.

Resources:
· Dr. LeRoux or TAs office hours.
· Student Health Services
· Student Services
