Student Panel: Gay, Lesbian, and Bisexual panel

I. Agustus- Lithuanian

· Came from controversial environment.  There was a stereotype inn his country (Lithuania) with men who slept with men, which was they never slept with women.  High school for him was rough, because he was raised in the USSR times, which were strict.  Gay men usually married and stayed in the closet, never to show their identities.

II. Roman-Moscow Russia

· Growing up in Russia was never pleasant, but at age 5-6 he realized he liked guys, but never thought about it.  At age 15 he came to the US and had his relationships.  He left Russia because of stigmatism from people, for example: at age 12 his biologist teacher didn’t want to teach class because Roman was in it and he acted too famine for her, so she left.  The teacher was also the principal, so Roman had to leave class then school.  Roman stayed and lived in Modesto, CA until he came to SFSU.

III. Laura

· Has a 17-year-old brother who came out recently.  He had a lot of conflict with her father who did not except her brothers sexuality.  Her father went so far, as to try to kill brother’s partner.  After this happened her brother and Laura came to San Francisco to get away from father.

IV
Sasha- Hawaii

· Sasha is bisexual, which she realized in 6th grade.  Her first experience, Sasha was smoking Marijuana with friends (all girls) and suggested they should kiss each other, her friends looked at her “crazy” and she drooped the subject.  Sasha was beaten almost everyday for being bisexual in high school.  In her sophomore year she explored more her sexuality, but only came to find out that the girl she explored with wasn’t what she wanted.

Questions

· Roman

Q- At what age did you start having relationships?

A- At age 8 he was in a relationship with a partner that was 4 years older than he was.  He stayed with this person for awhile and got with him surprisingly.

· Sasha

Q- Is Hawaii more open to sexuality than San Francisco?

A- Hawaii is less comfortable than San Francisco in sexuality.

· Sasha

Q- Who are you dating now?

A- I’m dating my boyfriend in an androgynous relationship.  He is masculine, but also famine in some parts.  That’s why I love him.

