What is Attractive?

Friday, Feb.21, 2003
What sorts of people are attractive?

(Student responses)

-There is something about them that makes you want to be with them

-Personality- humor, open, confidence, kind, ambitious, intelligent, easygoing

-Physical- big guys (tall &hunky), well groomed, symmetrical, clean, soft guys    

-Girls with pretty faces, nice hair, well proportioned, squeezable butt and breasts (no saggy breasts), nice butt (big but not huge), not too much makeup, good eye shape and color, nice feet, has to like performing oral sex

Mere exposure effect- The closer you live to someone the more likely you are to hook up and get married.

Absence- long distance relationships tend to break up more

Symmetry- In-law tension, you want the people you like to like each other and the people you like to dislike the people you dislike.

Halo effect- you tend to assume beautiful people are a certain way, but this is not generally the case

*Attraction for men has to do with societies idea of health (could be because of fertility).

*Women like status because they want men to be able support her children. Women will have children with men they don’t want to marry and then find a man of status to raise them.

