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Sasha: while having sex with her b/f Josh at her last birthday party, two male friends walked in on them; they all started having sex. She gets a call few months later; her b/f tells her he’s HIV + and that she should get tested. She was really freaked out; got tested, came out negative. She didn’t  have sex for two years after. Now is very careful.

Dimitra: at one point while heavy drug user, homeless, met a guy. After having sex, he confessed he was HIV +. She embraced him, soon they parted ways, felt denial and continued to have sex with people(she tested negative, but still had denial.

Jeff: HIV + for 19 years, has AIDS for 3 years, involved with male who has been positive for past 12 years( says it takes away some pressure when both partners are positive. After found out he was positive, felt a lot of shame + drug use( didn’t get involved with anybody or pursued sex high. Now has enormous gratitude for life, practices safe sex with his partner; he encourages other people to have safe sex! Says his diagnosis is not punishment, but a refinement of life, enjoys helping others.

Adrian: positive fro 16 years, is involved with male who is negative( he told that guy the first day they met that he was positive( now have dated for two years. He doesn’t let HIV run his life; his b/f is very supportive, they talk about everything and practice safe sex. Has had a survivor’s guilt b/c most people he knew had AIDS had passed away. Has family support. Says being positive is a growth experience for him( to be positive, to find out people cared about him and to be able to take risks such as being in a relationship with someone who’s negative.

Roman: in 2000 him and his friends hung out in Castro area( were asked if wanted to make $75; to get paid they had to take tests, including HIV, and come back to get results. Results showed that Roman was negative, while his friend came out positive. Are not friends anymore because his friends is still having sex with other people and refuses to talk about his diagnosis or share it with others; also continues having unprotected sex. Says knowing is part of solution!

Troy: director of youth center; works with youth between the ages of 6 and 18 who come from different areas; many inherit virus through birth, many are dealing with trauma of coping with their as well as others’ tragedies.

Matt: came out when he was 19; @ 23 met they guy, who was a very successful and intelligent person who seemed to have everything going for him; after a month of dating, decided to become exclusive, which also meant they were having unprotected sex. Soon his b/f fount out he was positive; Matt was negative, however. Noticed power dynamic in the relationship changed after that and his b/f began feeling insecure. After awhile he left the relationship. It was very hard for Matt; he quotes his ex-b/f having said: Things would have been better had he att] tested positive.” (
