Sex & Relationships: PSY 320/ HMSX 320

Dr. Jeff LeRoux


GENDER

Monday, Feb. 10, 2003
GENDER SCALE (Handout passed out in class):

· The Masculinity Scale is the first column and the Femininity Scale is the last column. 

· Being high on one scale does not that mean that you can’t be high on another.  For example, four women in the front row stated that not only did they rank highly on the Femininity Scale but they also scored highly on the Masculinity Scale. 

· Men and women don’t always fit gender roles and expectations for their sex. For example, women can be strong and dominant and men can be sensitive.  Women and men both have masculine and feminine sides.  

SEX ROLES AND GENDER:

People are treated differently from birth based on sex and gender.

Research has shown that there is more overlap between men and women than differences.
SEXUAL DIMORPHISM OF THE TWO SEXES:

· Body parts can vary drastically from one person to another.  For example, one women might have a small clitoris and another might have a clitoris the size of a very small penis.  One man could have a large penis and another might have a penis the size of a large clitoris. 

· Genetics

· Hormones

Each of these can affect the sex of a person.  It can be hard to determine the sex of a person based on these categories.  If someone doesn’t fit easily into a male or female category we feel uncomfortable.  Dr. LeRoux told the story of walking towards a person down a long road.  He continually was trying to determine if the person was a women or a man.  As the person passed him, she must have seen the confusion on his face and began to laugh.  He stated that it can be very uncomfortable if you do not know what sex a person is.  We like categories. 

SEX ROLES: Learned and used coping styles.
GENDER ROLES: Social and psychological creations. How many genders are there?  The Summerians had 7 different words for gender. 

What is our culture? 

We have internal cultural wars between loose and rigid views.  Rigid people try to force people to fit into stereotypes and loose people try to leave things more open. 

QUESTIONS ASKED TO THE CLASS:

IS YOUR SEX ROLE FIXED?  ARE YOU A MAN OR A WOMAN?

Many students felt that they were either male or female and a few said that they feel like they have a little of both in them.  

Sexual Orientation in Relationships – 02/10/03
What is Sexual Orientation?

   Not the same thing as gender role – only small correlation between the two

Kinsey Scale (1947)

0
Exclusively heterosexual

1
Predominantly Heterosexual only Incidentally Homosexual

2
Predominantly Heterosexual more than Incidentally Homosexual

3
Equally Heterosexual and Homosexual

4
Predominantly Homosexual more than Incidentally  Heterosexual

5
Predominantly Homosexual only incidentally Heterosexual

6
Exclusively Homosexual

Many aspects of Orientation (Do not necessarily match)


1. Sexual Identity


2. Sexual Partner Choices


3. Sexual Arousal


4. Sexual Fantasy


5. Romantic Imagery

Fixed versus Variable Orientation

1. situational

2. maturational

Coming out

1. recognition of one’s orientation

a. social meaning

b. personal meaning

c. practical meaning

d. anticipating reactions of others

e. imagining how to deal with others’ reactions

2. connection with others of one’s orientation (community)

3. telling others of one’s orientation

4. becoming more comfortable with new self identity

Rigidity and bisexuality


Political Identity – queer power 



us versus them in the gay and lesbian community (bi’s)


PO(st) MO(dern) Sexuality – discovery (C. Queen)

