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Gautam (23): teen- was looking for physical pleasure rather than intimacy; now- has a need for a partner and emotional intimacy. Sex is very important in his relationship-w/o it, relationship wouldn’t work; it’s an important part of life as well as a way to show affection.

In high school, kind of fell into the relationship without discussing it; now-emphasizes communication( it eliminates confusion and makes things clear. Said a relationship with a virgin wouldn’t work for him; getting his partner pregnant would change his relationships with women. His upbringing and religious beliefs of his family (Hindu Indian) contradict his personal beliefs( doesn’t believe in arranged marriages, does not date Indian girls. 

Spartacus: @ 16- stressed success in sports, avoided girls; during senior year in high school wanted a relationship. Said getting his partner pregnant wouldn’t change his sex drive, but would make him more responsible. Catholicism didn’t affect his sexual behavior; doesn’t follow religion. Said sex is great, but intimacy is important too!

Andrew (20): @ 16- was looking for sex/fell in love. If he got his partner pregnant, would hope she gets an abortion. Although his g/f cheated on him, he claims it didn’t affect him at all; however, feels he has some making up to do. Was controlling in previous relationships( learned he didn’t have to be. Previously was in the relationship just because of sex.

Jason: @ 16- had “ friends with privileges”. His partner got pregnant( provided for the baby, said he would not get married just because of the kid. From his relationships learned notto trust a girl 100 % because they deny everything. Said intimacy is important; sex and intimacy go hand in hand. Feels that if there are things one disagrees aboutbefore getting in the relationship, one should not get in one.

Tara: @ 16- stressed maintaining popularity, was in long-term relationship; wasn’t ready to ger pregnant! Thought she was in the relationship at one point ( was referred to by the guy as his sex buddy, which freaked her out. Learned that it was important for her to make herself happy in her relationships and to not have any expectations. Has a strong drive to be successful- feels it’ simportant to be with someone who fosters her goals and her need to learn. Forher sexisn’t the best part of the relationship, intimacy is !

Hachim (25): is in long-term relationship now; @ 16- focused on school and sports. When he was 19, began hanging out with guys who pressured him to get a g/f. His g/f now is older and wants a baby; current relationship started from liking( became exclusive w/out any discusion at first(talked. Learned physical attraction is noteverything +learned the importance of compromise in relationships. Intimacy is very important.

Simone (24): when 16, had no relationships; now has been in a relationship for 5 years with a guy 11 years older than her. Says age difference isn’t a big deal for her. Says it’s her first serious relationship, but she’s ready to get married. Learned to be ok with certain things in the relationship and that there are always things in the relationship partners have to work on.

