What is Sex?

Friday, Jan. 31, 2003
What is Sex? (student responses) 

    “The term is broad with multiple meanings and depends on multiple variables.”

-Exchanging fluids

-Relationships: people doing things for each other based on roles    previously agreed on (perhaps gender roles)

-Penis in vagina or anus (sexual intercourse)


-Masturbation

-Oral (fellatio and/or cunnalingus)

-One or more people engaged in a pleasurable experience with each other; or   animals, inanimate objects, possibly baked goods (such as apple pies)

What is Sex?

  “I did not have sexual relations with that woman.” – Bill Clinton

Categorization-Rosch

Best Examples & Comparison- Different for different people, but generally   similar as the other members of their society (could be rule driven)

Fuzzy boundaries- can make people very uncomfortable because they like to 

fit everything into various preconceived categories

Basic level of generalization- carving nature at its joints


Perceptual similarity


Most shared information


Most common activity and utility

Example- Chair exercise in class

Categorization & Perception- we cannot see free of category


Intolerance of ambiguity- Adorno et al


Individual differences in level of comfort with ambiguity


Perceptual defense- People often perceive the world falsely

Relation with anxiety- as anxiety increases so does anger and intolerance and it makes it more difficult for a person to perceive the world correctly

(New relationships tend to increase peoples level of anxiety)

Prejudice- Very high intolerance of ambiguity

Cognitive Dissonance-Festinger- Anxiety provoking to have mutually exclusive beliefs

Sex & Gender


Sex = biology 


Gender = a social construction based on social perceptions

*Sexual orientation & gender are not identical

*How many genders are there? Are there 2 like our society claims?

*How do we determine what makes a gender? Roles? Hormones? Sex?

-The Sumerians were the earliest culture to tackle the subject of gender. They had six to seven different words for gender.

-Berdache is a term coined by the French used to describe a sort of Native American gender in which men would take on the social roles of women.

-In Brazil some men are able to have sex with men but still consider themselves straight men only if they are the penetrator.

Do our notions of Gender change?


-Tight vs. Loose cultures (depends on level of tolerance for ambiguity)


-Reality vs. Social construction

Relationships- who is relating with whom? Or what?

-Gender roles vs. the individual

-Behavioral independence

-The need for fulfillment

-Emotional attachments

