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Sex as Politics

Interaction of physical, economic, cultural and political to create sexual practices.

Tibet

“low carrying capacity of land”


many in monasteries & nunneries


polygamy & polyandry

Managia


volcanic pollution -> low fertility rate in both men and women


very sexual – early onset of sexual activities – mostly intercourse


tolerance of imfidelity – though religion forbids it

Gore - Vidal “Sex IS Politics”

The sexual attitudes of any given society are the result of political decisions.”

Spartans – encouraged homosexual paring – lovers would die defending one another.

“In societies where it is necessary to force great masses of people to do work they don’t want to do ... married at an early age is encouraged on the ground that if a married man is fired, his wife and children are going to starve, too.  That grim knowledge makes for docility.”

Sex only between men and women for procreation -> coercion to work at things which they don’t want to do.

Homosexuality, any non-procreative sex is threat to stability of vulnerable workers.

Plato ’homosexuality’ is held in evil repute with philosophy and athletics because they are “inimical to tyranny.”

Anti-sex campaigns are campaigns of control – used by people in power to maintain control.
economic & political = moral

Guilt about sex  is good for the worker as it allows the rulers to exploit it both in making them do what they don’t want to do and to find emotional scapegoats to blame in a projective exercise.

anti-sex christians translated to’ebah as abomination when it actually means blasphemous idol worship.

What interaction of physical, economic, cultural and political forces has shaped your sexual attitudes and actions?
