PSY450/HMSX 400 – Sexual Variations – LeRoux – Spring, 2004
Gender – Lecture Notes

What is Gender?  
Sex = biological differences

Gender = Social Role & Psychological Patterns


Gender Schema – gender identity

Sexual Dimorphism – 2 sexes

Body parts

Genetics


Hormones


Determination of behavior by above
Belief in Gender constancy
Mistake of reifying scientific concepts – 

Essentialism – belief there is some essence that defines sex or gender


(what it really is.)
 Bem -  sex roles as coping skills.  Broadly distributed in both sexes

Science is descriptive not prescriptive – no such thing as scientific laws

– predictability only
How many Genders are there?

we say 2 - is it?

Earliest - Summerians - 7 words for gender
Goddess Hinana “who alone has the power to change a man into a woman and a 


woman into a man.”
Male, female, male who becomes female, female who becomes male, 

one who is something different in different situations, x1, x2


Special Religious roles for nonmale or nonfemale

Many cultures allow people flexibility of sex role. (gender liminal)

Native American “berdache”



Ingalik – boyless families select one daughter to be male




Act as male, nude sweatbaths with men, marry woman etc.


“sworn virgins: of the Dinaric Mountains (Yugoslavia & Albania)


institutionalized female to male individuals, male inheritance



female raised as son vs woman who becomes man

Tahitian Mahoo – boys selected for beauty & treated as female – pederasty



Act exaggeratedly feminine – “fair game” sexually – no taboos



Male men can have sex with mahoo w/out becoming mahoo

Brazil – similar male role -  who is insertive and who receptive partner
Stability – does it change – Summerian, Albania & New Guinea
