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      Political Science/Philosophy 150:
                Contemporary Moral/Political Issues


      3 Units; General Education Humanities and 





Creative Arts Area: Category B:





Disciplines and Interdisciplines

                

     Spring, 2007: 8:10 – 9:25 a.m. T.Th.
Professor:


Joel Kassiola

Campus Office:

HSS 359: BSS College Dean’s Office

Campus Phone:
415.338.1846

E-mail:


kassiola@sfsu.edu
Webpage:


http://bss.sfsu.edu
Office Hours:

about 7:30 a.m. before class; and by 

 

appointment (see below)




Official Course Description
Theories of the good life, of ethics, or rights, and of justice, through the examination of contemporary moral issues: capital punishment, affirmative action, abortion, racial and sexual equality, privacy, pornography, and environmental protection.

Course Objectives and Means to Achieve Them

1. Like all my classes in political theory (or political philosophy), Political Science 150/Philosophy 150 aims to improve class members’s ability to read and write critically or philosophically by discussing the meaning of challenging theoretical and philosophical texts about urgent social issues and by detailed assessment of written rationally persuasive papers arguing for positions of the students’s own choosing.

2. To achieve the objectives of this course both scientific (or empirical) data and normative or value-based political and moral inquiry, and reasoning will be required. Therefore, this course requires both scientific and normative (moral, political) discourse to be read and written.

3. Finally, Political Science 150/ Philosophy 150 will address the public policy questions of: animal rights, sexual morality, and environmental ethics. The goal of the course is not to change students’s views on these hotly contested topics (although that might happen as a result of the readings and class discussion) but to improve students’ understandings of the complexity of these issues and how to defend their rationally chosen conclusions based on reasoned evidence. 

Required Text:

Jeffrey, Olen, Julie C. Van Camp, and Vince Barry, eds. Applying Ethics: 

A Text with Readings. Eighth Edition. Belmont, CA.: Wadsworth/Thomson

Learning Publishers, 2005. pb.

Course Themes and Readings: (all readings are from Applying Ethics text).
A. Moral Reasoning:


1. Chapter 1: “Moral Reasons,” 3-23.

2. Chapter 2: “Good Reasoning,” 47-66.


QUIZ: Chapters 1 and 2 on Moral Reasoning

      B.  Issues: 
1. Chapter 11: “Animal Rights,” 445-491.

a. Case Presentations:  488-491.

b. Editors’ Introduction and Debate: 445-455.

c. WRITING SAMPLE DUE:  Joel Kassiola, “Why Rationally Persuasive Writing is Like House Painting: It’s All in the 

      Preliminaries,” available on Instructor’s webpage: 

      http://bss.sfsu.edu/kassiola. 

d. Peter Singer, “All Animals are Equal . . . Why Supporters of Liberation for Blacks and Women Should Support Animal Liberation Too,” 455-466.

e. Tom Regan, “The Case for Animal Rights,” 466-474.
f. Tibor R. Machan, “Do Animals Have Rights?” 474-481.

g. Bonnie Steinbock, “Speciesism and the Idea of Equality,” 481-488.


2.  Chapter 3:  “Sexual Morality,” 69-116.


a. Case Presentations:  110-116.

                        b. Editors’ Introduction and Debate:  69-79.


c. Roger Scruton, “Sexual Morality,”79-85.


            d. Alvin H. Goldman, “Plain Sex,” 86-96.


            e. Michael Levin, “Why Homosexuality is Abnormal,” 96-102. 

                        f. Timothy F. Murphy, “Homosexuality and Nature,” 102-110.
3. Chapter 12: “Environmental Ethics,” 492-536.

a. Case Presentations: 532-536.

b. Editors’ Introduction and Debate: 492-501.

c. Aldo Leopold, “The Land Ethic,” 501-511.

d. Paul W. Taylor, “The Ethics of Respect for Nature,” 511-522.

e. William F. Baxter: “People or Penguins?” 522-526.



f.    J. Baird Callicott, “An Ecocentric Environmental Ethic,” 526-532.

Additional Information

1. Components of Grade: the components of the final grade for this course will be: first and foremost, performances on the written essays; next will be the Quiz and the final examination (which will be open-book), and, finally, class attendance and contribution to class discussion.  Class members will be asked to write rationally persuasive essays defending their chosen positions on issues of their own definition drawn from the readings and class discussion.

2. Instructor’s Office: Office of The Dean of The College of Behavioral and Social Sciences, Room HSS 359. 

3. Office Hours:  prior to class, or at lunch in BSS Courtyard from 12:15 – 1 p.m, or by appointment (or walk-in, if available), however, the hour between 4 and 5 p.m. is usually free Mondays through Fridays. Also, telephone conversations are welcome at: 415.338.1846. To make an appointment, please call the BSS College Receptionist, Ms. Donna Walker, or stop by the Dean’s Office in HSS 359. The Dean’s Office is open from 8:00 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through Friday. 

4. E-mail Address: kassiola@sfsu.edu. I most enjoy e-mail messages from students, so please feel free to write about anything about the course and its many issues as well as general BSS College or University issues or Political Science/Philosophy advising needs. Also, do not hesitate to give my e-mail address to friends to wish to confer with the Dean of BSS College via this medium since I welcome conversations with students. 

5. Instructor’s Webpage: for information about the Instructor, his publications, and teaching philosophy, please consult his Webpage: http://bss.sfsu.edu/kassiola.

