Sample Abstract


Captives were a common sight in the Western Mediterranean in the later Middle Ages.  The almost constant warfare between Christians and Muslims, created numerous prisoners on both sides.  Consequently, captives became the focus of numerous religious and charitable efforts to gain their release.  Their difficult situation also gave them an important role in the field of international politics as Christian kings often made them the centerpieces of truce negotiations and other treaties, some going as far as making the exchange of captives the central reason for concluding a peace.  In this essay, I will argue that the captives and the monarchs were bound in a symbiotic relationship, whereby the truces and treaties gave each numerous benefits.  For the captives, truces could mean freedom, future security, better treatment in captivity, or, at the very least, news from home.  For the monarchs, using captives in negotiations allowed them to establish communication with Muslims leaders who were sometimes hostile, while giving them additional options at the negotiating table.  Perhaps, most importantly, the liberation of captives highlighted the kings’ role as defenders of their people and their faith.
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