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Graduate Seminar

HISTORY 701
HISTORIOGRAPHY OF WORLD HISTORY

Course Description:

History 701 is a graduate seminar designed to explore the evolution of political, economic, and cultural connections among societies around the world in the modern era (1789 to the present). This course aims to increase understanding of the ways in which societies, populations, and regions interacted with one another, and shared elements (environmental, political, and cultural), that sustained the expansion of civilizations everywhere: the splendor of Ming China, the sophistication of Muslim India and the Middle East, the mercantile societies of the Ashanti and Mali in West Africa, and the vigor of Renaissance Europe. 

Students will examine the emergence of markets, technology, and centralized monarchies, discovering how these were supported by specific world views, religions, and armies. In their exploration of various sources, students will identify linkages between regional developments and the formation of a single, global world system of exchanges and migrations. They will learn how writers have narrated it all that is, the historiography of world history. 

Students will test the validity of different lines of argument; whether the history of the world unfolds propelled by events in Europe (science, industry, liberal democracy), or whether it is possible to write local histories independent of colonialism. We will engage works that use methods from different disciplines such as comparative analysis, local or regional studies, and an integrative or global approach.
Student Learning Outcomes 
Participants in the seminar will study specific texts with the objective to:
-  identify authors and texts in what can be called     

   a historiography of world history;

· explain the principal issues, tropes, and themes of world history, and the challenges in establishing world history as an independent field of study and a set of epistemological approaches;
· evaluate ecological, political, and cultural scholarship on the purported “rise of the West” from the 16th century onward; 

· explore the advantages and limitations of thematic, comparative, and regional approaches to world history;

· assess the adequacy of sources used to reconstruct the past, especially secondary sources;

· improve writing and oral presentation skills. 

Class Participation:

Students are expected to read in advance of class discussions and submit assignments on or before the due date. Most of the required books are available at the SFSU bookstore, other bookstores in San Francisco, and the J. Paul Leonard Library.
Writing Assignments:

To establish a common ground for discussion, in the early sessions, students will write three short position papers (3-4 pages) on selected books from the reading list. During the second part of the course, students will write a substantial essay (a minimum of 15 pages) on a specific text or theme of their choosing. Each person will present to the seminar an oral report on his or her research before the final paper is submitted. Directions for these reports will come in separate handouts.

Grading:

· Three position papers (3-4 pages each)


30%
· Oral presentation of individual research
  and class participation
  




25%
· Final paper (15 pages)





45%

The Perils of Plagiarism:

Plagiarism means taking the words or the ideas of someone else, and presenting them as your own. University policy is a failing grade for an assignment with any degree of plagiarism, and your name sent to the Dean. If you’re stressed about an assignment, or have questions about how to cite sources don’t hesitate to let me know; we’ll work together towards a solution. 
HISTORY 701
SCHEDULE OF DISCUSSIONS AND READING ASSIGNMENTS








   READING
DATE
        SEMINAR TOPIC



   ASSIGNMENT
Jan. 27
   Introduction.



   Thematic, regional, and global 


   approaches. 



   Materials and assignments.

Jan. 29-
   Old and New Historical  

    
Feb. 5
   Narratives. 



   Pomeranz,

   
   The World in 1500.


   Parts One
   

   European-centered


   and Two.


   narratives.
Feb.10-12
   Comparative Analysis: Asia 
   Pomeranz,  


   and Europe. 



   Part Three. 

   Europe’s Industrial Rev.



   Environmental constraints in 



   China. 





Feb.17-24
   European exceptionalism. 

  Landes,1-13.


   The main path of world


   history: from Africa to 


   Europe

Feb.26-
   Why Europe? Why then?
  

  Landes,14-29 
Mar. 5
   Peoples without history:

  


   South America, China and



   Japan.
Mar.10-12
   Historical Materialism

   Schmitt.


   The Dialectics of Hegel 



   and Marx.
Mar.17-19    Regional histories and

   Kennedy.


  
   Military conflict. 



   Ming China, the Muslim


 



   World, Japan, and Russia.


   The role of War in history.

Mar.24,26
   Spring recess. No classes.
Mar. 31
   César Chávez Day. No classes.

Apr.2-9      Whose Enlightenment was it, 
   Cañizares.



   anyway?



   Interpretations of 



   indigenous sources.



   Nation building in Latin


   America.

Apr. 7 
   Term paper outlines due.

Apr.14-16
   The Colonial heritage of

   Stein.


   Latin America.








   Europe, Latin America, and



   the structures of dependence.  

Apr.21-28
   Africa and the



   Thorntorn; 

  

   Atlantic world.



   Curtin.


   The demise of African 



   kingdoms.


   Slave societies in the 


   Americas.

Apr.30-      Teaching World History. 
        Dunn.
May 5
   Braudel and the longue durée.


   The World Systems approach.

May 7
   Presentation of individual projects.

May 12 
   Presentation of individual projects.

May 14 
   Presentation of individual projects.

May 21
   Term papers due.
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