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HISTORY OF LATIN AMERICA SINCE 1821: 

THE NATIONAL PERIOD

(CESD)
Course Description:

This course is a social and cultural history of Latin America from the independence movements of the early 1800s to the present. Students will explore the processes through which a distinct national identity emerged in each country. Our focus will be directed toward the social and political outcomes generated by the blending of Indian, European, and African cultures. Our study of Latin American societies concludes with an assessment of the prospects for democracy, and for the preservation of national cultures in the globalized world of the 21st century. 


We will use different forms of historical writing such as texts, articles, novels, and poetry. The course consists of lectures, discussions, and the presentation of visual materials. 

Students will be expected to sign up for a panel which will lead the discussion in some of the sessions and will serve as the basis for their term paper. Directions about the topics and the formation of panels will be given during the first week of class. 


This course meets General Education, Segment III requirements in the cluster: "Latin America: Society and Culture."


Grading:



- A midterm exam on Apr. 2




20%


- Class participation and discussion


10%


- An 8-page term paper due on May 5


40%


- A final exam on May 19





30%


The Perils of Plagiarism:

Plagiarism, as you know, means taking the words or the ideas of someone else, and presenting them as your own, whether directly or through creative rewording. University policy is a failing grade for an assignment with any degree of plagiarism, and your name sent to the Dean. If you’re stressed about an assignment, or have questions about how to cite sources (a topic we’ll review in class), don’t hesitate to let me know; we’ll work together towards a solution.  

Disability Accommodations:


If you need specialized assistance, tell me so, and be sure to contact this week, for extra support, the Disability Programs and Resources Center (DPRC) in SSB 110 (338-2472).
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S Y L L A B U S 











   READING
DATE
    


  LECTURE TOPIC
    

   ASSIGNMENT
THE QUEST FOR CULTURAL EMANCIPATION, 1821-1880
Jan. 27,29    
Latin America societies today.



Questions of method. 


Williamson,4-5.
Feb. 3,5       Political Independence and the 
Burns, 2.




colonial heritage.
Feb. 10-17
Nation building. The Age of 

Williamson,6-8;




Caudillos:  




Burns, 3,4.

Argentina: Rosas and Sarmiento




The triumph of Liberalism.




LATIN AMERICAN REALITY AND CULTURAL IDENTITY, 1880-1910 
Feb. 19-26 
The new Oligarchy.



Williamson, 11; 



The rise and fall of 


Graham, 2.




coffee in Brazil.
Mar. 3,5

Latin Americans define

     Burns, 5;




themselves: Criollos and


Williamson, 9.



mestizos, not Indians. 
 



Rodó's Ariel and Vasconcelo's




"Raza Cósmica".
CULTURAL CONTINUITY AND RUPTURE, 1910-1968
Mar. 10,12
The Mexican Revolution:


Graham, 4;



Muralism, Literature, and

Williamson, 10.




Indigenismo





Mar. 17,19
Populism and Nationalism.

Williamson, 13; 



Juan Domingo Peron y Evita

Graham, 3.
The social tensions of



modernization.
Mar. 24,26
Spring recess. No classes. 

Mar. 31

César Chávez Day observed. No classes.

DATE



  LECTURE TOPIC



READING











     ASSIGNMENT
Apr. 2

MIDTERM EXAM.
Apr. 7 

Term paper outlines due.

Apr. 7,9   
Development and underdevelopment
Burns 6;



Dependency theory.



Skidmore, 11.


The Alliance for Progress



REVOLUTIONS IN DECLINE, NEOLIBERALISM ON THE RISE 
Apr. 14-21
The revolutionary option.   

Williamson, 12;



Fidel's Cuba.




Burns, 7.
Apr. 23-30   
Chile after Pinochet.

     Williamson, 14;


 
Class and gender in Chile

Fisher, Intro.



Democracy and democracy at

and 6.




home.

May 5 

Term papers due.

May 5,7

Ethnicity, resistance, and 

Booth;      

 


democracy in Guatemala.  

Montejo.

May 12,14
     Identity and Post-modernity.      
Williamson, 15.


     Literary and Cultural trends in



Latin America.

Conclusion.

May 19

FINAL EXAM.



11 am



HSS 153
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