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`History 300:

Seminar in Historical Analysis

Dr. Barbara Loomis







Spring 2009 

Office: Science 279, ext. 87537


Home: 510-658-9271


E-mail: barbaral@sfsu.edu

Office hours: Monday, 1-4,  Tuesday, 3:30-4:30, Thursday, 10-12, 1-2, 3:30-4:30,

and by appointment.

Course overview:


This course is a practical workshop seminar, designed to assist students in perfecting the tasks of the historian’s profession.  As a group, we will briefly evaluate some of the various approaches to presenting historical arguments, and then students will engage in research of their own, on some aspect of American history between 1790 and l920.  The course will aid students in their research by covering the various steps of creating a successful historical essay: selecting a subject, locating sources, gathering useful notes and data, organizing an argument, compiling footnotes and a bibliography.  There will be several short essays and exercises and the final historical project, a paper of about 9-10 pages, based on research in primary sources. 
Readings:

Brundage, Anthony. Going to the Sources: A Guide to Historical Research and 



Writing. 4th ed. Wheeling, IL: Harlan Davidson, 2008.
Requirements:


1.  A series of short, preliminary essays and exercises -- worth, cumulatively, 30% of the total grade.


2.  A longer rough draft and finished project, based on research in primary sources, worth 50% of the total grade.  (Note:  In order to pass the course, all students must turn in a rough draft and a revised final copy of the essay, with footnotes and bibliography.) 

3. The research project must be based on an original interpretation of primary sources. A paper drawn largely from secondary sources will not be able to earn a grade higher than a C+.


4.  Because the course depends upon mutual assistance and the exchange of ideas, attendance is mandatory. Class participation accounts for the final 20% of the grade.

Calendar of Events and Assignments:

Jan. 27:
 Introductions to the class and to each other. 
Jan. 29: 
 What is History?

               
  Due: one-page essay of introduction to your historical interests.



  Discuss: Biography and bias.

Feb. 3:
 
 Brundage, Preface, 1-18. Be ready to discuss.

Feb. 5:
 
Understanding different types of history. Be ready to discuss hand-outs.

Feb. 10:
 Essays on Lincoln due (2-3 pages).

             
 Bring TWO copies of essays to class, one for me and one for editor-


partner.

Feb 12: 
Discussion: preliminary Emancipation Proclamation.

                         How would we use this document to write political history? Intellectual



history? Social history?

Feb. 17:
 Brundage, 19-32.

               
Lecture:  “Elements of style.”


    
In-class editing exercise.

Feb. 19: 
 Brundage, 33-56.


   
 Lecture: “Introduction to the Library.”

                
Hand out historians’ names for research exercise; also distribute 



documents for primary source analysis.

Feb. 24:
 Brundage, 57-70.

               
 Lecture: “Note-taking.”

Feb. 26: 
Reports on historians due today. (Oral and written.)

Mar. 3:  
Getting deeper into the library: collections and connections.

Mar. 5:

Discuss two journal articles, tba, available from JSTOR

Mar. 10:
 In-class exercise: footnotes and bibliographies.

           

 Review Brundage, 123-34.

Mar. 12:  
First essay on your own document due. What is your document about?
Mar. 17:
Brundage, 71-94.



Book reviews.

Mar. 19:
Putting your document into context.



Bib. due of secondary sources (at least five books and five articles).

Mar. 21-31:
SPRING BREAK and Cesar Chavez holiday
Apr. 2:

Notes and outline for historiographic essay due, using at least 1 book and 


two articles.



Lecture: “Finding primary sources.”

Apr. 7:

Bibliography due, listing other primary sources that would complement 

                        the one that you have been working on.

                        Brundage, 95-117.

Apr. 9:

Historiographic essay due.

Apr. 14:
Return and discuss essays. Document exercise in class.

Apr. 16-17:
No class--private meetings scheduled with everyone
Apr. 21:
Research proposal due. Lecture: “Gathering evidence creatively.”
Apr. 23:
No class--at work on research.
Apr. 28:
Due: 30 notecards. We will create thesis statements in class.

Apr. 30:
Outlining an essay.

May 5:

Rough drafts due. Bring two copies, one for me and one to exchange. 


Rough drafts should include a title page, footnotes or endnotes, and a 


bibliography.
May 7:

No class--separate meetings for return of rough drafts. 

May 12:
At work on writing.

May 14:
Reports on research findings.

May 19: 
(Finals week: 1:30-4).  Reports on research findings.
                        Discuss Brundage, 118-121.



ALL DRAFTS DUE
