History/Social Science 681 :  Community Service Learning in the Schools, Spring 2009

Instructor:  Dr. Sherry Keith

Office:  Science Building 267B; Office Hours:  2:00 – 3:30 Tuesdays and Wednesdays

Telephone:  415- 338-1317,  e-mail: skeith@sfsu.edu
Course Description:  Community service learning in schools offers upper division students the opportunity to work directly with elementary, middle and high schools reflecting the diversity of  the San Francisco Bay Area.  This field based course provides a close look at teaching history and social studies along with an opportunity  to share knowledge and skills students are developing through their academic studies at SFSU.  Students volunteer a minimum of 45 hours in one or two classrooms.  Volunteer activities may include tutoring, facilitating small group discussions, preparing materials, reading student papers, assisting students with independent projects and research papers, and computer based instruction. History/Social Science 681 meets the “Early Field Experience” requirement for entrance into any single or multiple subject credential program in the state of California as well as fulfilling a requirement for the History/Social Science subject matter program at SFSU.   

In addition to volunteer activities in the schools,  the course  is designed to help  students develop their skills as  active participant observers of  classroom process and as an introduction to several fundamental topics related to teaching:  classroom climate; curriculum and instruction; and assessment of student learning.  To integrate the volunteer experience with the course readings and lecture, students participate actively in class discussions, prepare a professional resume and write three reflection papers.  

Course Objectives:

· participants will have direct experience in one or two elementary or secondary school classrooms

· participants will use academic knowledge and skills developed through their undergraduate studies in a classroom setting

· participants will develop participant observations skills as part of their volunteer experience

· participants will  reflect on their   volunteer  experience via discussion with their peers

· participants will reflect and analyze key aspects of the educational process in the classrooms where they volunteer via reading assignments class discussions, and written reflections.

Course Requirements:
· a professional resume submitted by the second class meeting (5 pts) 

· a letter of introduction to prospective supervising teachers (5pts)

· three 5 page reflection papers  (10 pts each = 30 pts)  

· class participation   (10 pts)

· 45  hours of certified volunteer work in one or two social studies/history classrooms    (50 points)
Required Reading:

In Schools We Trust  Deborah Meir
History Alive!  Bert Bower, et al., Parts I & III

 “The Theory of Multiple Intelligence”,  Howard Gardner

“No Child Left:  What Are Schools for in a Democratic Society?” Peter Sacks in Childhood Lost e-reserve

Big History! (Part I)  Cynthia Stoke Brown (e-reserve)
“Putting the Lesson in Lunch” Lunch Lessons:  Changing the Way We Feed Our Children Ann Cooper & Lisa M. Holmes (e-reserve)
“Pushing Soft Drinks: ‘Pouring Rights’” in Food Politics Marion Nestle (e-reserve)

“ Engaged Pedagogy” in Teaching to Transgress 
 (required readings are posted electronically and in print form in the Reserve Book Room of the J. Paul Leonard Library.  The password to access the readings is  “teacher”.

Weekly Syllabus

Week 1:  


Activities: Course Overview , Introductions, Resumes and letters of introduction

Week 2:   

Activities:  Lecture/discussion Creating a Positive Classroom Environment

Reading:

“No Child Left:  What Are Schools for in a Democratic Society?” Peter Sacks in Childhood Lost e-reserve

Assignment:  Resume and letter of introduction due in class

Identification of field placement 

Week 3:  

Activities:  Fieldwork Placement Appointments. 

Reading:  

From “Part One:  Trust and the Culture of Schools”  Deborah Meir  In Schools We Trust 
Assignment:  Identify Field Placement and bring Signed Placement Agreement form to class. 



Week 4:  

Activities:  Fieldwork 

Reading: “The Problem of Education”  David Orr (e-reserve)
Week 5:  


Activities:  Discussion/Reflection Session:  The School Environment

Reading:  
Week 6:   

Activities:  Fieldwork

Assignment:
Reflection paper 1 due

Week 7:  

Activities: Fieldwork, 

Reading:  “Theory of Multiple Intelligence” Howard Gardner and Walters

History Alive!

Week 8:  

Activities:  Fieldwork

Reading:  History Alive!                

Week 9:  Spring Break
Week 10 :  

Activities:  Fieldwork

Reading:    History/Social Science Framework for California Public Schools
History Alive!
Week 11:  

Activities:  Fieldwork, Discussion/Reflection Session:  Pedagogy & Curriculum

Selections from Big History! On e-reserve

Week 12:  Activities:  Fieldwork 

Assignment:
Reflection Paper 2 due

Week 13:  


Activities: Fieldwork

Reading: “Part II:  Testing and Trust” In Schools We Trust
Week 14: 

Activities:  Fieldwork
Reading: “Part II:  Testing and Trust”  In Schools We Trust
Week 15:  

Activities:  Fieldwork

Reading:  History Alive!
Week 16:  
Activities:   Fieldwork, Discussion Session 3 on Assessment and Student Evaluation
Week 17:


Activities:  Fieldwork

Assignment:  Reflection Paper 3 

                      Field experience evaluation due 
