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Introduction

In this course we will follow and examine the history of Western Civilization from roughly 1500 to the present. But what is “Civilization” and where is “the West”? Is this the story of the triumph of the universal values of Western Civilization, first in Europe and then around the world? Or is it the story of how some of the peoples of North-Western Eurasia (“Europe”) created a way of life, defined this as Civilization, and used this idea to justify their brutal effort to dominate the globe? Through lectures and readings we will examine key problems in this story, and work together on coming to our own conclusions. At the same time, the course will introduce students to the pleasures and difficulties of history and the work of historians.

Outcomes

Gain an understanding of key events and problems in the history of the West since 1500.

Gain an understanding of how historians work and how they use sources

Learn how to craft and support a historical argument.

Requirements

Key requirements for this course are your attendance for all lectures, careful reading, active participation in class discussions, and several examinations. There will be two in-class midterm exams, on February 26 and April 16, and a final exam on Thursday, May 21, in this room at 8 am. During four of our sessions, we will discuss one of the course’s key texts. These sessions will begin with a short quiz on the day’s reading.

The assignments will be weighted roughly as follows:

First mid-term exam: 20% = 200 points

Second mid-term exam: 20% = 200 points

Final exam: 30% = 300 points

Quizzes: 20% = 200 points

Participation (individual): 10% = 100 points 

Grading scale

A= 896­1,000 points:  

89.6­100%  

B= 796­895 points:  

79.6­89.5%  

C= 696­795 points:  

69.6­79.5%  

D= 596­695 points:  

59.6­69.5%  

F= 595 points and below:  
59.5%  

Quizzes will cover the primary source readings, which you should have read by the day we discuss them in class. If you miss a quiz you can make it up by turning in a three-page summary of the reading by the next class session. There will be no penalty for absences based on a valid excuse. If you do not have a valid excuse, your paper will be graded with a 20% penalty. 

The exams will test your knowledge of the material covered in lectures and in the reading. 

You are expected to keep up with the readings as they are assigned. This will help you better understand the lectures and get more out of the course. The readings will supplement class lectures, but not replace them. You will not be able to pass the exams by simply reading the books. You must show up for class. Exams will not be cumulative and will all follow the same format: several identifications and one essay. I will distribute possible essay questions in advance to help you study. Do not be late for exams. You will not be allowed to start exams if another student has finished and left. Exams can be made up only in case of a documented emergency.

Class participation makes up 10% of your grade. This is measured mostly by your comments during our four discussion sections, as well as through questions asked or answered during other sessions. Your attendance contributes importantly to this grade.

Regular attendance is necessary to succeed in this course; the readings alone will not be sufficient. Attendance will be taken at every session. More than three unexcused absences will seriously affect your grade. Please notify me in advance (by email is best) if you are unable to attend class. Absences and late work will be excused in the case of illness, family emergency, or university-excused absences. You may be required to provide evidence for your reason of absence (such as a doctor’s note).

Withdrawls, Incompletes

Withdrawal procedures are your responsibility. Please contact me as early as possible if problems arise. I will not initiate an Incomplete on your behalf; an emergency-only incomplete must be requested, to be completed within one year. 

Disability Services

Students with disabilities who require accommodations are encouraged to contact me at the beginning of the semester. The Disability Programs and Resource Center (Student Services Building 110; (415) 338-2472 (voice/TTY); Fax: (415) 338-1041; e-mail: dprc@sfsu.edu) is available to facilitate whatever accommodations are necessary. 

Scholastic Honesty

Your work for this course must conform to University policies concerning scholastic honesty. Scholastic dishonesty will result in an “F” for the assignment and/or for the course. This includes, but is not limited to, cheating on assignments or examinations, plagiarizing (misrepresenting as one’s own anything done by another), submitting the same or substantially similar papers for more than one course without prior consent of all instructors concerned, sabotaging another’s work, and unauthorized collaboration (such as substantial rewriting of an essay by another) on assignments or exams. You are encouraged to work together in preparing for discussions and other group activities, reviewing for exams, and improving your writing, but should not contribute substantial content to other students’ papers. All cases of academic dishonesty will be reported to the Department Chair and College Dean. 

WARNING 
This syllabus is for informational purposes only. It is not a final statement of the policies, assignments, or schedule for this course. Only the online course materials can be considered authoritative, and these are subject to change at any time. See the official online syllabus at: https://diva.sfsu.edu/users/Benjamin.Martin/27682. Students are responsible for checking the online course materials regularly (at least once a week) for any changes. 

Texts

The Making of the West. Peoples and Cultures, A Concise History, Volume II: Since 1340

(Second Edition) ISBN: 978-0-312-43946-6
Bartolomé De Las Casas, An Account, Much Abbreviated, of the Destruction of the Indies (translated by Andrew Hurley. Indianapolis: Hackett, 2003) ISBN: 978-0-87220-625-0

Mary Wollstonecraft, A Vindication of the Rights of Woman (Dover Thrift Edition) ISBN: 0486290360

Bob Blaisdell, ed., The Communist Manifesto and Other Revolutionary Writings (Dover Thrift Edition) ISBN: 0486424650

Elie Wiesel, Night (Hill and Wang, revised edition, 2006) ISBN: 978-0374500016

Lecture Schedule

Week 1: Introduction 

1. Tue, Jan 27 


Introduction: Outline of the Course

2. Thu, Jan 29


What is “Civilization”? Where is “the West”? Why 1500?

Week 2: The Modern Era? (Ch 11)


Hunt, 448-463

3. Tue, Feb 3


Renaissance

4. Thu, Feb 5


Reformation

Week 3: New Worlds (Ch 12)


Hunt, 473-486; 463-470

5. Tue, Feb 10


The New World

6. Thu, Feb 12


QUIZ & DISCUSSION 

De Las Casas, An Account, Much Abbreviated, of the Destruction of the Indies
Week 4: State Building and Order (Ch 13)

Hunt, 486-504; 524-540; 540-548; 552-565

7. Tue, Feb 17


Religion, War, the Rise of Great States

8. Thu, Feb 19


New Political Ideas: Locke vs. Hobbes 

Week 5: The Atlantic System (Ch 14)

Hunt, 514-520; 554-556; 567-578

9. Tue, 24


The Atlantic System: The Economics of Slavery

10. Thu, Feb 26


First Midterm Exam
Week 6: Enlightenment and Revolution (Ch 15)

Hunt, 600-606; 609-647; 651-659

11. Tue, March 3

What was Enlightenment?





READ: US Declaration of Independence, in Blaisdell, 63-66

12. Thu, March 5

Revolution in France





READ: Sieyès, “What is the Third Estate?,” in Blaisdell, 70-74

Week 7: Limits and Dangers of Revolution (Ch 16)


Hunt, 665-695

13. Tue, March 10

Limits of Revolutionary Rights: Women, Slaves, and Terror

14. Thu, March 12

QUIZ & DISCUSSION





Wollstonecraft, Vindication of the Rights of Woman 


Week 8: Industrialization and Social Ferment (Ch 17)


Hunt, 699-745

15. Tue, March 17

Industrialism and the Labor Movement

16. Thu, March 19

QUIZ & DISCUSSION





Marx and Engels, The Communist Manifesto
March 23-31


No Class – Spring Break (plus Cesar Chavez Day)

Week 9: The Nation-State (Ch 18)


Hunt, 755-794

17. Thu, April 2


Making Nations: Italy and Germany, 1848-1870

Week 10: Empire and Modernity: Civilization’s Triumph and Crisis (Ch 19)


Hunt, 797-809; 822-849; 851-863

18. Tue, April 7


Colonialism and Imperialism: The Triumph of “Civilization”?

19. Thu, April 9


Civilization’s Crisis: World War I

Week 11: War and the Creativity of Recovery (Ch 20)


Hunt, 863-896

20. Tue, April 14

World War I: Endings and Consequences

21. Thu, April 16

Second Midterm Exam
Week 12: Ideologies in Conflict (Ch 20)


Hunt, 899-938

22. Tue, April 21

Communism in Practice: The Soviet Union, 1918-1939

READ: Lenin, “Declaration of Rights of the Working and Exploited People,” in Blaisdell, 236-238

23. Thu, April 23

 Fascism, Nazism, and War

Week 13: On The Bottom: Europe’s Collapse and Division (Ch 21)


Hunt, 938-942; 945-966

24. Tue, April 28

QUIZ & DISCUSSION





Eli Wiesel, Night
25. Thu, April 30

The West’s New Masters: The Cold War

Week 14: Europe Contracts. Civilization Expands? (Ch 22-23)


Hunt, 966-984; 987-1003

26. Tue, May 5


The End of the Empires 

27. Thu, May 7


Cultural Change in the Mass Media Age

Week 15: The West in a Globalizing World (Ch 24)


Hunt, 1013-1026; 1029-1057; 1057-1068

28. Tue, May 12

The Fall of Communism: a New Europe?





READ: “Charter 77,” in Blaisdell, 280-284

29. Thu, May 14

Globalization and “the West”

Thu, May 21


FINAL EXAM, in HSS 317, 8:00 – 10:30
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