History 790

The United States and the Cold War
Monday, 4:10-6:55pm

SCI 268
Professor Jessica Elkind




Office Hours:

Office: Science 272; (415) 405-0361


T and TH 11am-12:30pm

Email: jelkind@sfsu.edu




or by appointment

From the end of World War II until the early 1990s, the Cold War defined American foreign relations and shaped political, economic, scientific, and cultural developments in the United States and around the world.  This seminar will focus on US history during the Cold War, both at home and abroad.  Students will read and think critically about some of the most influential scholarship on the United States in the Cold War.  They will also conduct original research on a topic related to the Cold War and produce a paper based on that research.

A central component of this seminar will be the discussions during our weekly meetings.  Therefore, students are required to attend all class meetings, and they will be expected to have completed all the reading and come to class prepared to participate actively in discussions.  In addition, each student will have the responsibility of leading the discussion once during the semester and preparing a list of questions for his or her classmates to consider.  Any student who needs to miss a class for medical or personal reasons must contact the instructor ahead of time.  Unexcused absences will be reflected in a lower final grade.

In addition to participating in seminar discussions, students will write a 7-10 page historiographical review and a 25-30 page research paper.  The historiographical review, which is due mid-semester, should provide an overview of the major trends in the scholarship on the topic of the student’s research paper.  The final version of the research paper should contain an abbreviated version of this historiography.  Each student will be responsible for reading one of his or her classmates’ papers and writing a 3-4 page critique of that paper.  During the last three weeks of the semester, students will present their research to the class and engage in a discussion of their work.

Required Readings:
Melvyn Leffler, A Preponderance of Power: National Security, the Truman 
Administration, and the Cold War

Walter LaFeber, America, Russia and the Cold War

Ellen Schrecker, Many are the Crimes: McCarthyism in America

Ron Robin, Making of the Cold War Enemy: Culture and Politics in the Military


Industrial
Complex

Thomas McCormick, America’s Half-Century: United States Foreign Policy in the


Cold War and After

Michael Latham, Modernization as Ideology: American Social Science and


“Nation Building” in the Kennedy Era

Tom Englehardt, The End of Victory Culture: Cold War America and the


Disillusioning of a Generation
Matthew Evangelista, Unarmed Forces: The Transnational Movement to End the


Cold War
Final grades will be broken down as follows:
20% Participation in weekly discussions

5% Leading one discussion session

15% Historiographical essay

40% Research paper (including required proposal and bibliography)

10% Written and oral critique of classmate’s paper

10% Oral presentation of research

Class Schedule

Week One, January 26


Introduction

Week Two, February 2


Origins of the Cold War


Reading: Melvyn Leffler, A Preponderance of Power: National Security, the 
Truman Administration, and the Cold War

Week Three, February 9


Superpower Relations During the Cold War


Reading: Walter LaFeber, America, Russia and the Cold War

Week Four, February 16

NO CLASS—Individual meetings during class time to discuss research
paper topics.

Week Five, February 23


McCarthyism and Anti-communism 


Reading: Ellen Schrecker, Many are the Crimes: McCarthyism in America


**Proposal Due

Week Six, March 2


Military-Industrial-Academic Complex

Reading: Ron Robin, Making of the Cold War Enemy: Culture and Politics in the Military-Industrial Complex

Week Seven, March 9


US Foreign Policy during the Cold War

Reading: Thomas McCormick, America’s Half-Century: United States Foreign Policy in the Cold War and After

Week Eight, March 16


Progress Reports on Research


**Historiographical Review and Bibliography Due

March 23-27: SPRING BREAK

Week Nine, March 30


Cultural Diplomacy and Nation Building

Reading: Michael Latham, Modernization as Ideology: American Social Science and “Nation Building” in the Kennedy Era

Week Ten, April 6


Cold War Culture in the US

Reading: Tom Englehardt, The End of Victory Culture: Cold War America and the Disillusioning of a Generation

Week Eleven, April 13


The End of the Cold War

Reading: Matthew Evangelista, Unarmed Forces: The Transnational Movement to End the Cold War


**Draft of Research Paper Due

Week Twelve, April 20

NO CLASS—Please use this time to work on your critique of a classmate’s paper and to begin revising your own.

Week Thirteen, April 27


Presentations, Critiques and Discussion
Week Fourteen, May 4


Presentations, Critiques and Discussion
Week Fifteen, May 11


Presentations, Critiques and Discussion

Research Paper due during Final Exam Week
