Professor Tina Stevens, spring 2008                              Office: Old Sci. Bldg, Rm. 227


Hist. 300, Seminar in Historical Analysis, BUS 116     Office Hrs: T.Th: 11-12 & by appt.


Tel: 338-1604                                                                 Email: mstevens@sfsu.edu
Course Description: This course concerns the discipline of history itself rather than a particular historical period or place.  We will discuss how historians think about the past and how they write history.  Students will learn to write their own original research papers. 

Prerequisites: English 214 or the equivalent; upper division standing or consent of instructor; Basic Information Competence Requirement (OASIS tutorial at http://oasis.sfsu.edu). 
Course Objectives:  Learn the mechanics of writing a research paper and learn the basic principles of history as a discipline. 

Required Reading:

1. William Chafe, Civilities and Civil Rights:  Greensboro, North Carolina and the Black 
Struggle for Freedom
2. Anthony Brundage, Going to the Sources:  A Guide to Historical Research and Writing
3. Mary Lynn Rampolla, A Guide to Pocket Writing in History
4. Articles on electronic reserve:  access via the password, “documents.” Print out and bring to class.

Recommended Reading:  William Strunk and E.B. White, The Elements of Style
Attendance: Regular attendance is part of participation. Poor attendance will be reflected in your participation grade. 
Grading:  Class participation and attendance (20%); research and writing assignments (50%); rough and final drafts of research paper, (25%); oral presentation of research findings, (5%).  
More than two absences will affect your grade.  Do not cut class because you don’t have an assignment that is due.  You are expected to arrive on time and stay for the entire class period.  If you constantly arrive late or leave early your grade will be affected.  You will be evaluated on the quality of your participation.  Everyone is expected to contribute not only to the substance of our discussions but to the creation of a respectful, supportive, enthusiastic environment.   

Written assignments must be typed, double-spaced, and stapled in the upper left-hand corner.  They will be evaluated for both content and composition so be sure to a spell checker and watch for errors in grammar and form.  Keep hard copies of all your assignments.
Late work: Late work will be marked down ONE letter grade for EVERY day it is late, up to 3 days; thereafter, late work will be accepted at half credit, up to one week late. Work turned in more than one week late WILL NOT be accepted, and you will receive a “zero” on the assignment. 

Plagiarism and Cheating:  Academic honesty is absolutely essential.  Cases of suspected plagiarism or cheating will be referred to the judicial affairs officer of the university and be punished according to university guidelines. 
Accommodation: If you need accommodation for a documented disability, please let me know. 
Schedule: 
Week One           Jan 24 Introduction to the Course                      

Week Two          Jan 29 Research Project:  Getting Started   

                            Jan 31 Evolution of the Field of History and

Current Controversies in Historical Scholarship
Sign up in class for individual consultations on Research Project.  After consultations, students begin investigating archives and libraries relevant to their topics

Reading Assignment:  Brundage, chpt. 1 and pp. 103-104; Kessler-Harris, “Social History” (electronic reserve);  Leuchtenburg, “The Pertinence of Political History” (electronic reserve);  Lerner, “The Necessity of History” (electronic reserve)

Week Three        Feb 5    Public vs. Scholarly History



   Feb. 7   Primary vs. Secondary Sources,

      Conceptualizing Historical Questions; Oral History       

Reading Assignment:  Brundage, chpt 2; Rampolla, pp. 1-28; Boyer, “Whose History is it Anyway? Memory, Politics, and Historical Scholarship” (electronic reserve); Hogan, “The Enola Gay Controversy:  History, Memory, and the Politics of Presentation” (electronic reserve) 
Film: “The Life and Times of Rosie the Riveter”

Week Four          Feb 12 Using Historical Archives I 


   Feb 14 Using Historical Archives II  

Reading Assignment:  Review Brundage, pp. 16-20; 68-71; Rampolla, pp.6-7; Read Wiener, “The Dyspeptic Disney Archives” (electronic reserve)

Research Assignment:  Complete (or review) as much of the Basic Information Competence Requirement (OASIS) as you can.  The requirement must be completed by May 1.  Students should use this week (and the next) to make a final decision regarding their research topic and develop a preliminary bibliography.  
Week Five          Feb 19 Using the Library for Historical Research


  Feb 21 Using the Library for Historical Research
Reading Assignment:  Brundage, chpt.3,and pp. 68-71, 91-92, 101-102; Rampolla, pp. 69-84, 138-151.

Week Six             Feb 26 Roundtable on Student Research Projects


                Feb 28 Roundtable Continues

Writing Assignment:   DUE FEB 28:  Write a 2-3 page preliminary proposal for your research project.  Describe the topic, pose the questions(s) you want to answer, and explain why your topic and question(s) are important and interesting.  Attach a preliminary bibliography of primary and secondary sources; list the sources separately under those two categories.      

Week Seven         Mar 4 Understanding Historiography


                 Mar 6  Review of Research Process Components; Note-taking Strategies          

Reading Assignment:  Brundage, chpt. 4 and pp. 71-75;  read/review Rampolla, pp. 36-38, 25-28, 84-86;  Read, Chafe, Introduction, Part I. 
Writing Assignment:   Complete a brief review of the nature and usefulness of historiographic essays. 
Week Eight          Mar 11 Interpreting the Past, Revising Past Interpretations: 


                 Mar 13 Reading and Evaluating Historical Scholarship     

Reading Assignment:  Chafe, Part II, Epilogue; Brundage pp. 17-20, 71-75, and Rampolla. pp. 14-16, 31-33. 

Writing Assignment:  DUE MAR 13:  Complete a critical review of Chafe’s book.  Identify and evaluate the book’s purpose, subject, and scope; major arguments and sub-points; structure and organization; methodology (approach to gathering and evaluating primary sources); evidence; conceptual framework/theoretical assumptions/point of view; contributions(s) to historiography; and usefulness for understanding 20th century U.S. history. 
Week Nine           Mar 18 Discussion of Primary Sources Research


                 Mar 20 Interpreting Historical Evidence

Reading Assignment:  Read/review Brundage, pp. 17-20, 79 and Rampolla, pp. 9-13, 17-24; selections from interview with Gordon in Visions of History (electronic reserve); excerpt from Limerick, “The Unleashing of the Western Public Intellectual” (electronic reserve); and Marius, “Thinking About History” (electronic reserve).
Writing Assignment: DUE MAR 20: Write a 3 page report on a major primary source for your research paper (e.g. a manuscript collection, a newspaper, an autobiography).  Describe the nature of the source, its scope, size, and accessibility.  Explore its reliability, point of view, and potential biases (this involves thinking about who produced the source and for what purposes, and about how representative the source might be). Discuss how the source might help you understand the question(s) you’ve developed for the research paper.  Does this source raise questions that you will need to explore through other primary sources?  Attach a list of all the primary sources you have identified thus far in your research.    

Week Ten             Mar 25, 27     SPRING RECESS, NO CLASS

Week Eleven        Apr 1 Discussion of Secondary Sources


                 Apr 3 Film: “Indians, Outlaws, and Angie Debo”         

Reading Assignment:  Review Rampolla. pp. 14-16, 31-33; read Ware, “Unlocking the Porter-Dewson Partnership:  A Challenge for the Feminist Biographer” (electronic reserve); read secondary source (book) for research paper.

Writing Assignment:  DUE APR 3
Write a 4 page critical book review of one of your secondary sources, the one that you feel is the most important at this point.  Do not simply summarize the book.  Analyze it as you did the Chafe monograph.  First, discuss how the book addresses your research topic.  Then identify and evaluate the book’s arguments, methodology, evidence, and conceptual framework.  Explore its contributions to the historiography.  Assess its usefulness – in terms of providing you with historical context, assisting your interpretation of your primary sources, and/or raising new questions for your research.  Finally, discuss what reading this book taught you about how historians interpret primary sources and develop their arguments.  
Week Twelve       Apr 8 Presenting Research Findings:


                 Apr 10 The Writing Process  
Reading Assignment:  Rampolla, p. 29-31, 43-68, 86-137;  Brundage, pp. 75-86; Marius, “The Essay in History” (electronic reserve).

Writing Assignment:  DUE APR 10:  Write an annotated bibliography for your research project containing both secondary and primary sources.  An annotated bibliography provides not only publication data, but also a short paragraph analyzing each source.  For each secondary source, describe the subject/topic, main argument, main primary sources utilized, and usefulness to your research.  For each primary source, detail the kind of information and “partial” perspective(s) the source offers and assess its usefulness to your research.  Your bibliography should include 5-10 secondary sources: 5 books or dissertations and perhaps 5 articles.  The number of your primary source entries will vary depending on your topic.  Separate your entries into two sections:  primary and secondary sources.  Alphabetize entries by last name of author.  You must follow the Chicago Manual documentation style (see Rampolla, pp. 103-114).   
Weeks Thirteen, Fourteen      Apr 15, 17, 22, 24:  No Class; Meetings with Instructor

Week Fifteen       Apr 29   Rough Draft due; Student Presentations Begin

                              May 1   Student Presentations      

Writing Assignment:  DUE APR 29:  The rough draft of the research paper is due in class.  Two copies are required, one for me and one for your partner.  Written critiques of student partner papers must be completed by May 6.  Provide one copy for me and one copy for the paper’s author.  

Oral presentation assignment: Historians often present their research orally and invite constructive criticism of other historians.  You will be required to present your research findings to our seminar.  In a 10 minute oral presentation, summarize your research and conclusions.  Include a description of the historical problem or question you examined (as part of a brief historiography section), your primary sources, and your main arguments/conclusions.  You may bring notes but please do not read your presentation.  Keep your report lively and interesting.  Practice delivering it within the time limit.  
Weeks Sixteen, Seventeen      May 6, 8, 13, 15:   Student Presentations Continue                     
Writing Assignment: DUE MAY 6:   The written critique of your partner’s paper is due.  Make your critique constructive and supportive.  Bring two copies. 
Research assignment: DUE MAY 15 Evidence of completion of Basic Information Competence Requirement (OASIS)
FINAL DRAFTS DUE MAY 22  in my office by12 noon sharp.  Submit two copies; If needed, we will finish oral presentations during the scheduled final.    
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