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  SCI 227

This class will introduce students to the Glory that was Greece with very swift treatment of the Golden Age of Athens and a greater emphasis on the Fourth and Third centuries.  Major topics include the Fall of Athens, Thebes and the rise of Macedon under Philip II, the conquest of the Persian Empire by Alexander, death gasps of Spartan society, and the development of the Hellenistic World.  Other topics include the Greek literature, gender relations, and philosophy.  


The course has no prerequisites, but students who have already taken a course in Origins of Western Civilization (or Hist. 320) will find the material considerably less foreign than those who elect to jump in without prior introduction.  Do not fear of the difficult Greek names – Epicurus, Pelopidas, Epaminondas!  By the end of the term you will able to pronounce them all if you pay attention.  Students are encouraged to tape record classes.


As with most upper division class in Ancient History, this class will emphasize reading primary (original) sources in English over secondary (modern) sources so that the student learns critical analysis and gains familiarity with the Greek world through the eyes of Greeks.  Students will encounter a thorough introduction to Greek writers of several eras, the mastery of which will put them in good standing for higher studies.  This class has a lot of reading.  Do as much as you can because reading passages make up a portion of the midterm and the final exam.  

Course requirements:


Students will take several quizzes (each about 20 pts), a midterm (~ 50), a project – either term paper or approved other project (also 50), and a final exam (~ 80).  Class participation also makes up a fraction of the grade.

Required *textbooks :    

· Arrian, The Campaigns of Alexander ISBN 014044253-7
· Quintus Curtius Rufus, The History of Alexander ISBN 014044412-2
· Plutarch (from Parallel Lives) “The Rise and Fall of Athens” trans. Scott-Kilvert

· Plutarch (from Parallel Lives) “The Age of Alexander” Penguin ISBN 014044286-3
· Plutarch (from Parallel Lives) “Plutarch on Sparta” Penguin ISBN 014-044463-7
· Polybius, The Rise of the Roman Empire ISBN 014044556-0
· Apollonius of Rhodes Argonautica 978-0-520-25393-3
· Livy “Rome and the Mediterranean” ISBN 014-044463-7 

· Internet Course-Reader Website (incl. Xenophon, Aristotle, Justin, etc.) 
* most of these are not the original titles, but modern, edited compilations.
You can read or print the “reader” on-line via the Internet Course-Reader Website.  In many cases the ICRW may only point you to the another website where you can read the source in translation.

Course Outline, 18 January – 10 May 2008

Nota bene: the reading assignments are listed by proper scholarly format for ancient authors – not by page, but by chapter, or book and chapter.  This is the proper convention to use when you write your term paper. 

Fri. 1/18  Introduction to the Greek world of 425-404

M 1/21   Athenian Democracy:  510 BC - 404


Read Aristotle Ath. Const. 1-26, O, 55-59, Q, 61; Heraclides; Hdt. 1.29, 5.62-78.

W 1/23  Spartan Society and Spartan allies


Read Polyb. 6.10; Plut. Lycurgus; Hdt. 4.145-49, 6.52 (1200, 1100 BC), 1.65-68 (550 BC), 1.82 (546 BC), 3.44-47, 54-57, (530 BC), 6.50-84 (525-490 BC), 5.39-49 (525 BC), 6.76-82, (520 BC); Optional:  Diogenes Laertius Chilon; 
Fri. 1/25   Spartan society and her allies II


Read Hdt. 7.204-06 (before 480 BC); Xen. Const. of Lacedaem.1-7, 13-15. Corinth - Hdt. 1.20-24, 3.48-53, 5.92, Argos - Hdt 1.82, 6.75-84, Thebes - 5.79-81, Polyb. 4.43; Optional:  Diogenes Laertius Periander, Plutarch Sayings of the Spartans
M 1/28  
After the Peloponnesian War and Greek Philosophy 101:  Socrates, part 1


Read Plato Apologia of Socrates
W 1/30  
Socrates part 2, Greek Political Sci 101:  Anacyclosis and GRK Gvt



Read Hdt. 1.20-24, 1.59-64, 3.48-53, 62-78, 90-92; Polybius 6.2-10, 44-49.



Optional:   Plut. Solon 8, 12-14, 20-25, 29-32; Aristophanes Clouds (reader)

F 2/1
Xenophon and Agesilaus in Persia


Read Diogenes Laertius Xenophon 48-52, 57; Xenophon Anabasis 1.1-3, 8,10, 3.1, 4.7; Cornelius Nepos Agesilaus, 1.1-3, 8,10, 3.1, 4.7.

M 2/4
Spartan Hegemony 404-386, 


Read Plut. Agesilaus 
W 2/6 
Greek Lit 101, Extra Day for discussion, 


Read Odyssey 1 (reader)

F 2/8
The Rise of Thebes  386-336


Read Corn. Nepos Epaminondas, Xen. Hell. 6.4, 7.5, Optional Plut. Pelopidas
M 2/11
The Rise of Macedon under Philip II



Read Demosth. Philippic3.1-9, 74-76; Isoc. Philip 46-61; Plut. Demosthenes 
W 2/13
The Early Career of Alexander



Read Plut. Alexander 1-10; Arrian 1.1-15
F 2/15 
Alexander takes charge



Read Plut. Alexander 11-15; QCR summary of 1-2; Arrian 1.16-29.
M 2/18  
Alexander in Asia Minor, Granicus, Issus, and after 


Read Plut. Alexander 16-23; QCR 3.1.1-3.13.16; Arrian 2.1-15.

W 2/20
Alexander vs. Tyre and Alexander in Egypt, Greece under the regency


Read Plut. Alexander 24-29; QCR 4; Arrian 2.16-3.8.

F 2/22
Gaugamela, Burning Susa, and the Spartan Revolt


Read Plut. Alexander 30-46; QCR 5-6.2, 6.7-11; Arrian 3.9-30.

M 2/25
Alexander and Persian customs, 


 Read Plut. Alexander 47-56; QCR 7.1, 7.4-6, 7.10.10; 8.4-9; Arrian 4.8-16.

W 2/27
Alexander in India 


Read Plut. Alexander 57-68; QCR 8.10-9.10, 10.2-4; Arrian 5, 7.6-7, 9-12.

F 2/29 
The Death of Alexander


Read Plut. Alexander 69-77, Demosthenes 27-31, Phocion 21-37; QCR 10.5-10; Arrian 7.13-17, 23-30.
M 3/3
Ruler cult and Alexander’s legacy   or catch-up

W 3/5 
Discussion and/or catch up 

F 3/7  
MIDTERM 

M 3/10
The Diadochoi, Alexander’s men break-up the Empire


Lysimachus, Ptolemy, Seleucus, Antigonus, Cassander:  5 Macedonian Tigers


Read Plut. Eumenes 8-20; Diodorus Siculus 18.1-4, 9, 16-17, 26, 28.2-29.3, 33, 35-37, 48-52; Optional: Justin 13.2-3, 6, 8.

W 3/12
Showdown at Ipsus (301), From Five to Four Kingdoms


Read Diod. 21.1.1-6; Justin 14.5-6, 15.1-4, 16.1-2; Plut. Demetrius  Optional:  Diod. Sic. 18.54-55, 57, 74-75, 19.11, 35-36, 44, 48-53.2, 55-57, 80-1, 85-86, 105, 20.20, 28, 37, 53, 106.

F 3/14
 Two Hellenistic Love Triangles, Pyrrhus part 1


Read Plut. Pyrrhus 1-13; Justin 24.2-4; Diod. Sic. 22.3-4. Optional:  Justin 17.1-3
M 3/17
The Second Generation:  Antigonus II Gonatus, Antiochus I, & Ptolemy II.


Read Justin 26.2; Theocritus Idylls 11, 17, 18, 22.  Optional:  Callimachus
W 3/19  
 Greek Literature 102:  New Comedy,


Read Menander The Grouch, The Girl from Samos
F  3/21 
Callimachus,   act out the Grouch or other scenes

3/24 – 3/31  HOLIDAY

W 4/2  
Pyrrhus goes to Italy, Greek Poli Sci 102 (Leagues, etc.) 


Read Plut. Pyrrhus 14-34; Justin 18.1-2, 22.3, 25.3-5; Polybius 6.3-10
M 4/7  
Greece and Macedon 300-230, Hellenistic Art 101


Read Polybius 2.37-47, 4.17-21, 38-45; Plut. Agis Optional:  Plut. Aratus
W 4/9 
Ptolemaic Egypt 


Read Polyb. 5.34-35, 15.20-34, Theocritus Idylls ; Apollonius of Rhodes Argonautica 1
F 4/11
Discussion on koine, the status of women, Problems running a Big Empire


Read Plut. Alexander 65; Apollonius of Rhodes Argonautica 2

M 4/14 
Greek Lit 201:  Epic returns


Read Apollonius of Rhodes Argonautica 3-4

W 4/16   
Philip V and the Greeks


Read Polyb. 7.11-14, 8.8-12, 18.44-46; Plut. Flamininus 1-12, Philopoemen
F 4/18
Philip V and the Romans, and Soap Opera in Macedon


Read Polyb. 5.101-05, 7.9-14; Livy 31.1-9, 14-30, 32.32-37, 43.7-10, 40.6-16, 24.
M 4/21
Seleucid Syria especially Antiochus III the Great


Read Livy 33.38-41, 35.43-47, 37.34-45, 41.20; Justin 27.1-3, 31.5-6. 

W 4/23
Perseus and the Fall of Macedon, Polybius a POW


Read Livy 41.22-23, 42.5, 14-16, 29-36, 44.37-46; Plut. Aemilius Paullus 7-29.
F 4/45
Extra Day for discussion, catch-up

M 4/28
Last Gasps of Sparta 


Read Plut. Cleomenes III, Flamininus 13-14; Polybius 2.47-71, 5.35-39, Livy 32.38-40, 33.45, 34.35-41, 35.35-37.

W 4/30
Hellenistic Philosophy 201:  Stoics, Epicureans, Academians, and Cynics


Read Greek Philosophy Unit (ICRW)

F 5/2
Sicily:  Greeks in a Roman World


Read Plut. Timoleon, Agathocles; Diod. Sic. 19.1-9; Polyb. 1.8-9, 16, 7.2-8, 8.3-7, 12.15; Justin 22.4.
M 5/5
Seleucid Syria in a Tailspin, Sicily 



Read Polyb. 31.11-15; Justin 34.1-2,  39.1-5, 40.1-2.

W 5/7 
Extra ½ Day for Discussion, & Lucullus and Pompey in the East


Read Plutarch Lucullus
F 5/9
Cleopatra and Julius, Egypt in Civil War


Read Caesar The Egyptian War; Plut. Pompey 76-79, Caesar 48-49

M 5/12 
Actium:  the end of the Hellenistic Era


Read Plut. Antony 25-29, 31, 36, 53-54, 56-87.
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