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COURSE DESCRIPTION


History 115 satisfies General Education Segment II requirements. This course is designed to introduce students to a global understanding of world civilizations since 1500. It  explores how people in different continents have articulated a view of themselves and the world, a system of values, art, religion, and political institutions. The unifying theme is the view that world history has been shaped by a process of increasing contacts and exchanges between different societies in different parts of the world. That this process accelerated dramatically after 1500 leading to our present global, post-industrial, and multicultural age. 

REQUIRED TEXTS

Philip J. Adler. World Civilizations since 1500. Vol II, New

York: West Publishing Company, 1996.

Flaubert, Gustave. Madame Bovary, New York: Penguin Books, 



1986.

Sembene, Ousmane. God’s Bits of Wood, Oxford, Eng.: Heinemann



Educational Publishers, 1995.

Solzhenitsyn, Aleksandr. One Day in the Life of Ivan 



Denisovich (1963).
GRADING


- A midterm exam on Mar. 21



        40%

- A reading response (2-3 pages) on a 

        novel agreed upon with the instructor

   20%
  (there will be a handout with directions)
- A final exam (May 19) or Team Project  
   
   40%

Classroom Behavior:


The classroom is a special environment in which students and faculty come together to promote learning and growth. It is essential to this learning environment that respect for the rights of others seeking to learn, respect for the professionalism of the instructor, and the general goals of academic freedom be maintained. Differences of viewpoint or concerns should be expressed in terms which are supportive of the learning process, so that students and faculty may reason with clarity and compassion and understanding the issue at hand. Student conduct which disrupts the learning process shall not be tolerated and may lead to disciplinary action and/or removal from class.

About Completing Work on Time:

Do.  Make-up tests will be given only under extreme (and provable) circumstances (e.g., supported by a doctor’s note); and essays will be penalized a third of a letter grade for each class they’re late, unless we make other arrangements before (not on) the due date. 
Course Expectations:

Einstein once said, “I have no special talents. I’m only passionately curious.”  In this class, I want to see your curiosity about the world around you, and your readiness to engage in the task at hand.  You’re expected to bring the main textbook to each class; to turn in work on time; and to arrive punctually.

Regarding absences, there may be an occasion when you need to be out – just don’t let missing class become a habit. Repeated absences will lead to a lowered grade; and six (or more) could mean no credit for this course.

A Last Caution – The Perils of Plagiarism:

Plagiarism, as you know, means taking the words or the ideas of someone else, and presenting them as your own, whether directly or through creative rewording. University policy is a failing grade for an assignment with any degree of plagiarism, and your name sent to the Dean. If you’re stressed about an assignment, or have questions about how to cite sources (a topic we’ll review in class), don’t hesitate to let me know; we’ll work together towards a solution.  
Disability Accommodations:


If you need specialized assistance, tell me so, and be sure to contact this week, for extra support, the Disability Programs and Resources Center (DPRC) in SSB 110 (338-2472).
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DATE
LECTURE TOPIC


 
 READING









 ASSIGNMENT
Jan 25,28
Introduction. Our world today.     




Society and Time.

Jan. 30-

Suleiman the Magnificent.

Ch. 24.

Feb.4
Constantinople and Istambul.       

Islamic culture and society.


Feb. 6-11

Christopher Columbus: Hero

Ch 22. 




or Villain?




The Age of European Expansion 




Global Encounters

Feb. 13-18
Martin Luther’s Table Talk 

Ch.23,25.

Renaissance and Reformation.

   

The European Nation-States.




The Age of Global Encounters 
    








Feb. 20-25
Imperial China. Religion and 

Ch. 26,27. 


revival to 1600.




Confucius and Lao-Tzu.


Samurai and Daimyos in feudal


Japan.

Feb. 27-
Juana Inez de la Cruz


Ch. 28,30,
Mar. 3

Gender and Culture in Mexico.

40.
The Spanish Conquest and

Colonization of Latin America.

Mar. 5-10

Heart of Darkness: the European
Ch. 37,38.



Invention of Africa.



Traditional Africa. 


    


Slavery and Commerce.

Mar. 12-19 
Emma Bovary and the European 

Ch. 29,31, 

Enlightenment.




    32.

Religion and Science.


The French Revolution of 1789.


* Reading response due 
Mar. 21
Midterm exam.

Mar. 24-28
Spring recess. No classes.
Mar. 31 
César Chávez Day Observed. No classes.
Apr. 2-7

Marx and Darwin on Evolution.

Ch.34,41,

Industry and empire.


   42.

 
The Great War, 1914-1918.


Modern Science.

Apr. 9-14

Lenin speaks to the Petrograd
    
Ch. 43-44.



Soviet.





    45,47



The Bolshevik Revolution.




The rise of Fascism in Europe. 




* Reading response due
Apr. 16-21
Chairman Mao’s Little Red Book   
Ch. 39,46,


Trade and the opening of China.
    51.
From Empire to Republic.

A Communist Cultural Revolution.


Apr. 23-28.
Kennedy and Cuba, 1961.

    Ch. 53

Dictatorship and Revolution

  
in Latin America.




From hot to cold War.
Apr. 30-

God’s Bits of Wood.

   
     Ch. 50,52 May 5

The emergence of the Third World.
Development and underdevelopment.

      


Africa Transformed.


* Reading response due
May 7-12 
Palestine and Israel.


Ch. 54-56

Nationalism and religious 

    

fundamentalism.
Contemporary World Society. 
 

Culture in Post-modern societies.

Reappraisal of issues.
May 14 
Conclusion.

Reassessment of concepts and issues. 

May 19
Final Exam.
WRITTEN REQUIREMENT
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Students are expected to read one novel from those suggested in the syllabus, and write a three-page response. The objectives of the assignment are to use literature to gain insights into the mentality (or the accepted ideas and values) of a particular society at a particular time.


The 2-3 page written response should include the following:

i) Indicate who the author is.

II) Identify one or two important ideas or issues expressed in the novel about culture, family, religion, government, art, gender or race.

ii) Explain what character(s) in the novel voiced the ideas or issues you are focusing on. Who is speaking? What is his or her social class?

iv) Explain the time period and country in which the novel is

set.

The reading response is not a summary of the novel, but rather a comment focused on a specific issue or idea and its economic, political, or cultural context.


Novels (available in the campus bookstore):






Madame Bovary.





One Day in the Life of Ivan 






Denisovich.




God's Bits of Wood. 

TEAM PROJECT

Students have the option of preparing a visual project to present in class, in lieu of the final exam. The project should be the collective effort of a team (at least two persons), and must include the presentation of a tangible expression of culture.


Visual materials could be products, instruments, tools, paintings, works of art, slides, clothing, costumes, crafts, food, dance, music, toys, scientific, religious, or artistic artifacts, or any object that is a human creation and can be shown in class. 


The project has two parts: 

a)  An oral presentation to class (15-30 min. depending on team size); and

b)  A short written team report (3 pages).



The written report should address the following points:


1.  A description of the object of study.

2.  The people and culture that produced it.

3.  The country or region.

4.  The time period where the object belongs.

5.  The significance of the object or product. What aspects (values, ideas, views, beliefs, traditions, or institutions) of society can we identify or explain through it?


The written report will receive a collective grade. The oral presentation will be graded individually. Together they will account for 40% of the final course grade.


Students interested in this option should get approval from the instructor no later than March 28. Depending on the number of team projects, presentations to the class will be scheduled to start after spring break in April.
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