History 780:
Graduate Seminar in U.S. History: Antebellum Political Culture

Dr. Barbara Loomis







Spring 2008

Old Science 276, ext. 87537


Email: barbaral@sfsu.edu

Home  510-658-9271

Office hours: Tuesday, 1:00-4:00, Thursday, 1:00-5:00,

     and by appointment.

Course overview:


This graduate-level seminar samples a rich array of historical interpretations of politics and society in antebellum America. We will indulge ourselves in reading some of the classic works and some innovative recent interpretations, and in the process, we will address some of the larger interpretive questions posed by the history of the period between 1820 and the beginning of the Civil War. Students will have three major responsibilities in the course: to digest, critique, and discuss the required readings each week, to analyze these readings in one-page essays due weekly, and to write two longer, 10-12 page historiographical essays. The readings are usually a book a week, supplemented by a couple of shorter excerpts that are available on e-reserve or through JSTOR. 
Readings:
Harry Watson, Liberty and Power: The Politics of Jacksonian America

Paul Johnson, A Shopkeeper’s Millennium
Richard Newman, The Transformation of American Abolitionism

Bruce Laurie, Beyond Garrison: Antislavery and Social Reform

Christine Heyrman, Southern Cross
Bertram Wyatt-Brown, Honor and Violence in the Old South

Stephanie McCurry, Masters of Small Worlds
Susan Zaeske, Signatures of Citizenship

Lori Ginsberg, Untidy Origins

Jonathan Earle, Jacksonian Antislavery and the Politics of Free Soil

David Roediger, The Wages of Whiteness

Michael Pierson, Free Hearts and Free Homes

Requirements:

1.  Class participation: discussing the readings each week--40% of the grade.


2.  Written work:



a.  Ten one-page essays, which answer a question posed about the

                              readings for each week (explained more fully in a separate hand-out).

                              The combined essays are worth 20% of the grade. (You will choose 


      ten essays out of a possible thirteen questions. Everybody must

                              answer the first question.)



b.  Two 10-12 page historiographical essays on all or some of the class



      readings--20% of the grade for each essay.

Calendar of Events:

Jan. 24:  Introductions to class and to each other.

Jan. 31:  Watson, Liberty and Power.

Feb. 7:    Johnson, Shopkeeper’s Millennium.

Feb. 14:  Newman, Transformation of American Abolitionism.

Feb. 21:  Laurie, Beyond Garrison.

Feb. 28:  Open session: Reform and Politics.

Mar. 6:   Heyrman, Southern Cross.
Mar. 13:  Wyatt-Brown, Honor and Violence.

Mar. 20:  McCurry, Masters of Small Worlds.
Mar. 27:  SPRING BREAK

Apr. 3:     FIRST LONG ESSAY DUE!!!

                 Readings: Four Vantage Points on Gender and Politics.


     Paula Baker, “The Domestication of Politics: Women and American Political 
                    Society, 1780-1920,” American Historical Review 89 (1984): 620-47. in 

        JSTOR.

                 Mary Hershberger, “Mobilizing Women, Anticipating Abolition: The
                     Struggle Against Indian Removal in the 1830s,” Journal of American

                    History (June 1999): 15-40, in JSTOR.
                 Lori Ginsberg, “‘Moral Suasion is Balderdash!” in JSTOR. 

      Ellen DuBois, “Women’s Rights and Abolition: The Nature of the             

          Connection,” chap 4 of Woman Suffrage, Women’s Rights. On e-reserve.

Apr. 10:   Zaeske, Signatures of Citizenship.

Apr. 17:  Ginsberg, Untidy Origins.
Apr. 24:  Earle, Jacksonian Antislavery.
May 1:   Roediger, Wages of Whiteness.

May 8:   Pierson, Free Hearts and Free Homes.

May 15:  Understanding Antebellum Political Culture.

                SECOND LONG ESSAYS DUE!!!
