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History 422.  Founding the American Nation (Longmore)


History 422.  Founding the American Nation


Spring Semester 2008, Professor Paul K. Longmore

Mondays, Wednesdays, 4:10-5:25 P.M.  Office: HSS 249.  Phone: 338-6498. 

E-mail: longmore@sfsu.edu.  Office hours:  by appointment only

More than a war of national independence, the American Revolution reflected the emergence of American nationalism (1763-1789) and generated problems of nation-building.  This process involved a contest to frame the state and national governments, not once, but twice in the space of a little more than a decade.  Also in this moment, various groups of "Americans" struggled with one another to define the character of the new nation.  Each group attempted to improve their prospects and claims to citizenship.  They confronted issues of class, culture, economics, gender, politics, race, region, religion, and the relationship of individuals to society.  

Requirements and Grading:  The course grade will be based on class participation, two take-home mid-term essays, and a take-home final essay.  Class participation will constitute one-fourth of the course grade.  Each exam will count as one-fourth of the course grade.  The essays will respond to questions based on the readings and the class lectures. 

Class Participation: Because this course is organized as a combination of lecture and discussion, class attendance is mandatory, and students are required to come prepared to participate in discussions by having done the readings.  Five unexcused absences will result in a full letter reduction in the course grade.  For example, a B will become a C.

Take-home Essay Examinations: Students will submit the exam essays via e-mail.  They must be readable in Word or WordPerfect.  They should be sent to the e-mail address above.

All essays should cite sources of quotations or important information or ideas in parentheses in the text, noting the author and page number only, e.g. (Smith, 231-32).  Give full citations to these sources in a separate bibliographic section at the end of the essay.  

The essays will be evaluated according to the following criteria:

1. Argument/Organization. Does the essay address the significant historical and historiographical issues raised in the exam question?  Does it examine those issues by developing a coherent and convincing argument?  Does the conclusion effectively sum up the argument? 

2. Evidence/Analysis.  Does the essay accurately use the primary source readings to support the argument?  Does the writer demonstrate analytical and critical skills in using these sources?  

Does the paper take proper note of the sources’ biases?

3. Historiography.  Does the essay make use of the secondary source readings in building its argument?  Does the writer demonstrate critical analytical skills in the use of secondary sources?

4. Expression.  Does the writer use language skillfully and appropriately?  In other words, does the writer use: a variety of sentence structures and appropriate vocabulary for a formal essay?  Is 

the writing coherent?  Do ideas flow clearly?  Are they connected logically?

5. Form.  Does the writer follow standard conventions of usage, spelling, and punctuation?  

Plagiarism will result in a failing grade and a report of the incident to the chair of the history department for further disposition.

Disability-related Reasonable Accommodations: Students with disabilities who need reasonable accommodations are encouraged to contact the instructor. The Disability Programs and Resource Center (DPRC) is available to facilitate the reasonable accommodations process. The DPRC is located in the Student Service Building and can be reached by telephone (voice/TTY 415-338-2472) or by email (dprc@sfsu.edu).

Required Readings:

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1
Bailyn, Bernard. Ideological Origins of the American Revolution. Cambridge: Harvard

University Press, second edition, 2005.

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Bonwick, Colin. The American Revolution. Charlottesville, VA: University Press of Virginia, second edition, 2001.

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1
Butler, Jon. Becoming America: The Revolution Before 1776. Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 2001.

Morison, Samuel Eliot, ed. Sources and Documents Illustrating the American Revolution.  New York: Oxford University Press, 1965.

Recommended Reading:

Kaminski, John P., and Richard Leffler, eds. Federalists and Antifederalists: The Debate over the Ratification of the Constitution. Madison: Madison House, second edition, 1998.

Young, Alfred F., ed. The American Revolution: Explorations in the History of American Radicalism. DeKalb, Illinois: Northern Illinois University Press, 1976.

Young, Alfred F., ed. Beyond the American Revolution: Explorations in the History of American 
Radicalism. DeKalb, Illinois: Northern Illinois University Press, 1993.

Class Schedule:

January 28. Theories and Realities of Empire

January 30. The Maturing of British Colonial America

Reading: Butler, Becoming America, “Introduction,” 1-7; Ch. 1.  “Peoples,” 8-49.

February 4. Toward Economic Self-Determination

Reading: Butler, Becoming America, Ch. 2. “Economy,” 50-88; Ch. 4. “Things Material,” 131-84.  

February 6. Fertile Land, Prolific People

Reading: Butler, Becoming America, Ch. 3. “Politics,” 89-130.

February 11. A Rising Empire in the West

Reading: Bonwick, The American Revolution, "Introduction," 1-11; Ch. 1. "Land, Peoples and the Economy," 12-30; "Ch. 2. "Social, Political and Intellectual Patterns," 31-55.  

February 13. Emulation and Divergence

Reading: Bailyn, Ideological Origins, Ch. 1. "The Literature of Revolution," 1-21.  

February 18. Oceans Apart: Imperial versus Colonial Perceptions of the Empire

Reading: Bailyn, Ideological Origins, Ch. 2. "Sources and Traditions," 22-54; Ch. 3. "Power and Liberty: A Theory of Politics," 55-93. 

February 20. Mounting Suspicions: Imperial-Colonial Relations, 1748-1760

Reading: Morison, Sources and Documents, From James Otis's Rights of the British Colonies, 1764, 4-9; The Virginia Resolves on the Stamp Act, 30 May 1765, 14-18.  Soame Jenyn's Objections to the Taxation of Our American Colonies, 1765, 18-24; From Daniel Dulany's Considerations on the Propriety of Imposing Taxes in the British Colonies, 1765, 24-32; Resolutions of the Stamp Act Congress, 19 October 1765, 32-4; From Dickinson's Farmer's Letters, 1767-8, 34-54.  

Recommended for undergraduate students; required of graduate students: Nash, “Social Change and the Growth of Prerevolutionary Urban Radicalism”; Isaac, "Preachers and Patriots: Popular Culture and the Revolution in Virginia"; Foner, "Tom Paine's Republic: Radical Ideology and Social Change"; Hoerder, "Boston Leaders and Boston Crowds, 1765–1776"; Young, "Afterword," Young, ed., The American Revolution, 3-36, 125-56, 187-232, 233-72, 447-62.

February 25. Colonial Warfare and the Coming of American Independence

Reading: Morison, Sources and Documents, From the Royal Proclamation on North America, 7 

October 1763, 1-4; A Remonstrance from the Pennsylvania Frontier, 1764, 9-14; Indian Diplomacy..., March 1768, 54-61; From the Report of the Board of Trade and Plantations on the Western Problem, 7 March 1768, 62-73; The Acts of Trade and Navigation..., February 1769, 74-83; The Regulator Movement in North Carolina..., 1769, 83-87; Proceedings of the Town of Boston, October-November 1770 2, 87-96.  Additional Instructions to the Colonial Governors, 1774, 97-100.

Recommended for undergraduate students; required of graduate students: Countryman, "'Out of 

the Bounds of the Law': Northern Land Rioters in the Eighteenth Century"; Kay, "The North Carolina Regulation, 1766–1776: A Class Conflict"; Hoffman, "The 'Disaffected' in the Revolutionary South," Young, ed., The American Revolution, 37-70, 71-124, 273-316.

February 27. "A Posture of Hostility": The Impact of the Seven Years War

Reading: Morison, Sources and Documents, The Massachusetts Government Act, 20 May 1774, 100-02.  From the Quebec Act, 22 June 1774, 103-04; From James Wilson's Considerations on the Authority of Parliament, August 1774, 104-15; Joseph Galloway's Plan of Union, 28 September 1774, 116-18; Declaration and Resolve of the Continental Congress, 1774, 118-22; The Association, 20 October 1774, 122-25; From John Adams's Novanglus, No. VIII, January 1775, 125-36; Franklin on the Galloway Plan and North Resolution, 1775, 137-39; Letters of Joseph Warren to Arthur Lee, 1775, 139-41; Declaration of Causes of Taking up Arms, 6 July 1775.141-45; Approaching Independence..., April-May 1776, 146-48.  

March 3. The Crisis of the British Empire, 1763-1774

Reading: Bailyn, Ideological Origins, Ch. 4.  The Logic of Rebellion, 94-159; Morison, Sources and Documents, Declaration of Independence, 4 July 1776, 157-61.  

March 5. The American Revolution as a Nationalist Rebellion

Reading: Bonwick, The American Revolution, Ch. 3. “The Coming of the Revolution,” 56-85. Ch. 4. “Achieving Independence,” 86-115; Butler, Becoming America, Ch. 6. “1776,” 225-48.

First Take-Home Mid-Term Examination Due

March 10. The King is Dead!  Long Live George Washington!

Reading: Bailyn, Ideological Origins, Ch. 5. “Transformation,” 160-229. 

March 12. The End of Traditional Politics

Reading: Bonwick, The American Revolution, Ch. 5. "Framing New Governments," 116-49; Morison, Sources and Documents, Virginia Bill of Rights, 12 June 1776, 149-51;  Constitution of Virginia, 29 June 1776, 151-56; Constitution of Pennsylvania, 28 September 1776, 162-76; Concord Town Meeting demands a Constitutional Convention, 21 October 1776, 176-77.  

March 17. Elite versus Popular Politics

Reading: Bonwick, The American Revolution, Ch. 6. "Politics in the States," 150-78; Morison,    

Sources and Documents, Articles of Confederation, 1777 (1781), 178-86.  

March 19. Nation-Building and its Discontents 

Reading: Bonwick, The American Revolution, Ch. 7. "Problems of Independence," 179-200.  

March 24, 26.  Spring Break.  No Class
March 31.  Cesar Chavez Day. No Class
April 2.  Geopolitical Dilemmas of Extended Empire

Reading: Morison, Sources and Documents, Resolution of Congress on Public Lands and New States, 10 October 1780, 203-04; Ordinance of Congress on Public Lands, 20 May 1785, 204-06; Virginia Statute of Religious Liberty, October 1785, 206-08; The Background of Shays's Rebellion, 1786, 208-13; Letters on the Internal Situation, 1786-87, 214-25; Northwest Ordinance, 13 July 1787, 226-33.

Recommended for undergraduate students; required of graduate students: Taylor, “Agrarian Independence: Northern Land Rioters after the Revolution,” Young, ed., Beyond the American Revolution, 221-45.

April 7. Cosmopolitans versus Localists

Reading: Bonwick, The American Revolution, Ch. 8. “The Philadelphia Convention,” 201-21. 

April 9. Competing Programs of National Economic Development

Reading: Morison, Sources and Documents, Selections from Debates in the Federal Convention, May-September 1787, 233-92; Constitution of the United States, 17 September 1787, 292-304.  

Recommended for undergraduate students; required of graduate students: Ernst, "'Ideology' and an Economic Interpretation of the Revolution," Young, ed., The American Revolution, 159-86; Kornblith and Murrin, "The Making and Unmaking of an American Ruling Class”; Kulikoff, “The American Revolution, Capitalism, and the Formation of the Yeoman Classes”; Countryman, "’To Secure the Blessings of Liberty’: Language, the Revolution, and American Capitalism,” Young, ed., Beyond the American Revolution, 27-79, 80-119,123-48.

April 14. A Fledgling Nation in a Hostile World: Foreign Relations and Neocolonialism

Reading: Morison, Sources and Documents, Gouverneur Morris to Washington, 30 October 1787, 305-07; Selections from Debates in the Virginia Ratifying Convention, June 1788, 307-62.

Recommended for undergraduate students; required of graduate students: Bailyn, Ideological Origins, “Postscript.  Fulfillment: a Commentary on the Constitution,” 321-80; Kaminski and Leffler, eds., Federalists and Anti-Federalists.

Second Take-Home Mid-Term Examination Due

April 16. Women in Revolutionary America 

Reading: Primary source documents to be handed out in class.

April 21. Inventing Republican Mothers, Marriages and Families

Reading: Wilson, "The Illusion of Change: Women and the American Revolution," Young, ed., The American Revolution, 383-445.  On electronic reserve

Recommended for undergraduate students; required of graduate students: Davidson, “The Novel as Subversive Activity: Women Reading, Women Writing,” Young, ed., Beyond the American Revolution, 283-316.

April 23. Slavery in the Land of Liberty

Reading: Wood, "’Liberty Is Sweet’: African-American Freedom Struggles in the Years before White Independence,” Young, ed., Beyond the American Revolution, 149-84.  On electronic reserve.

April 28. African-Americans and The American Revolution

Reading: Bailyn, Ideological Origins, Ch. 6. “The Contagion of Liberty,” “Slavery,” 232-46; Berlin, "The Revolution in Black Life," Young, ed., The American Revolution, 349-82. On electronic reserve.

April 30. Dispossessing Native Americans

Reading: Jennings, "The Indians' Revolution," Young, ed., The American Revolution, 319-48.  On electronic reserve.


May 5. The Emergence of an American Religious System

Reading: Butler, Becoming America, Ch. 5. “Things Spiritual,” 185-224.

May 7. Religion from the Bottom Up: The Democratization of American Christianity

Reading: Bailyn, Ideological Origins, Ch. 6. “The Contagion of Liberty,” “Establishment of Religion,” 246-72.  

May 12. “Democracy Unleashed”
Reading: Bailyn, Ideological Origins, Ch. 6. “The Contagion of Liberty,” “The Democracy Unleashed,” "Whether Some Degree of Respect He Not Always Due from Inferior to Superior," 272-20.

Recommended for undergraduate students; required of graduate students: Rorabaugh, "’I Thought I Should Liberate Myself from the Thraldom of Other’: Apprentices, Masters, and the Revolution”; Merrill and Wilentz, “‘The Key of Liberty’: William Manning and Plebeian Democracy”; Young, ed., Beyond the American Revolution, 185-217, 246-82.

May 14. The Revolution in Retrospect

Reading: Bonwick, The American Revolution, Ch. 9. “The Revolution Completed,” 222-51.

Recommended reading for undergraduate students; required reading for graduate students: Young, “Afterword: How Radical Was the American Revolution?” Young, ed., Beyond the American Revolution, 317-64.

May 20. Final Take-Home Exam Due 4 P.M. History Department
