History 461 

American Foreign Relations, 1913-Present

Tuesday and Thursday, 9:35-10:50am

BUS 106

Professor Jessica Elkind




Office Hours:

Office: Science 272; (415) 405-0361


            T 2:00-3:30, TH 11:30-1:00 

Email: jelkind@sfsu.edu




or by appointment
This course explores American foreign relations and the role of the United States in the world from 1913 to the present.  The topics and readings will focus on the creation and maintenance of the American empire; the emergence of the US as a superpower; America’s involvement in the instigation, perpetuation and conclusion of the Cold War; cultural, economic and educational exchange between the US and other nations; and American participation in the international community.  Students will also consider how political, economic, social, and cultural developments within the US have influenced American foreign policy during the 20th and early 21st centuries.  The course will encourage students to take a broad view of the recent history of American involvement in the world, as we examine unofficial cultural interactions and the role of non-state actors in international relations as well as more traditional high-level diplomacy.  

Students are required to attend all class meetings and are expected to arrive on time.  In addition to presenting a lecture on the given material, I will encourage students to participate in a discussion of each day’s topic and reading.  Students will also have several opportunities throughout the semester to participate in in-class activities, such as small-group work or debates.  Although the grade breakdown for this class does not include a specific category for attendance or participation, any student who makes regular, thoughtful contributions to the discussions or activities will receive extra credit applied toward his or her final grade.  

Reading for this course will consist of both primary and secondary materials, and all reading assignments are required.  My lectures and our discussions will build upon and supplement the reading, so it is important that students make every effort to complete each week’s assignment before the first class meeting of the week.  Some weeks have more reading than others; please plan accordingly.  Most reading assignments will come from the following books, which will be available at the university bookstore:

Akira Iriye, The Cambridge History of American Foreign Relations, vol. III: The

Globalizing of America, 1913-1945.  

Warren Cohen, The Cambridge History of American Foreign Relations, vol. IV: America

in the Age of Soviet Power, 1945-1991.  

Dennis Merrill and Thomas Paterson, eds.  Major Problems in American Foreign

Relations, vol.II: Since 1914.

Emily Rosenberg, Spreading the American Dream

*Additional assigned readings will be provided by the instructor.

In addition to attendance and participation in class meetings and the assigned reading, course requirements include a midterm, two short papers (5-7 pages), and a final exam. The first paper will require a close reading of several of the assigned primary sources and an in-depth analysis and comparison of those documents.  This paper will be due at the beginning of class on February 28 (Thursday of Week 5.)  The midterm will be administered during class on March 20 (Thursday of Week 8.)  For the second paper, students will consult additional books and/or articles to write a paper that analyzes some aspect of US foreign relations during the height of the Cold War.  Students will chose a particular topic for this paper, which will be due at the beginning of class on April 22 (Tuesday of Week 12), from a list of suggested topics and outside readings that I will provide.  Finally, there will be a take-home final exam, which will be given during Finals Week.  

Grade Breakdown

Paper #1—20% of final grade, due February 28

Midterm—20% of final grade, in class March 20

Paper #2—20% of final grade, due April 22

Final Exam—40% of final grade, take home during Finals Week

Topics and Reading Assignments

Thursday, January 24: Introduction

Week One

Tuesday, January 29: Overview of 19th Century Foreign Relations

Thursday, January 31: Overview of Early 20th Century Foreign Relations

Reading: Iriye, chapter 1; Merrill and Paterson, chapter 1 all

Week Two

Tuesday, February 5: World War I and the Challenge of Neutrality

Thursday, February 7: The Russian Revolution in International Context and the US at War

Reading: Iriye, chapters 2&3 (19-57); Merrill and Paterson, chapter 2 intro, documents 1-3 (33-

38) and essay 1 (48-57); Rosenberg, chapter 4 (63-86)

Week Three

Tuesday, February 12: Versailles, Self-Determination, and the League of Nations Fight

Thursday, February 14: Disarmament and International Cooperation in the Wake of the Great

War 

Reading: Iriye, chapters 4&5 (58-87); Merrill and Paterson, chapter 2 documents 4-7 (39-47) and

essays 2 and 3 (57-69) AND chapter 3 (selections TBA); Rosenberg, chapter 6 (108-121)

Week Four

Tuesday, February 19: The International 1920s: American Economic Expansion and Cultural

Diplomacy 

Thursday, February 21: The Great Depression and the Rise of Totalitarian Governments 

Reading: Iriye, chapters 6-9 (88-148); Merrill and Paterson, chapter 3 (remaining selections);

Rosenberg, chapters 7&8 (122-160)

Week Five

Tuesday, February 26: The Road to War

Thursday, February 28: The United States and World War II

Reading: Iriye, chapters 10-12 (149-216); Merrill and Paterson, chapter 4 all; Rosenberg, chapter

9 (161-201)

**First Paper due at the beginning of Thursday’s class

Week Six

Tuesday, March 4: Planning the Peace: Wartime Diplomacy

Thursday, March 6: The Aftermath, part 1: Bretton Woods and the United Nations

Reading: Cohen, Prelude & chapter 1 (1-20); Merrill and Paterson, chapter 5 all; supplemental reading TBA 

Week Seven

Tuesday, March 11: The Aftermath, part 2: Reconstructing Japan and the Marshall Plan

Thursday March 13: Origins of the Cold War

Reading: Cohen, chapter 2 (21-57); Merrill and Paterson, chapter 6 all; supplemental reading

TBA 

Week Eight

Tuesday, March 18: The Truman Doctrine, Point IV Program, and Information Agencies

Thursday, March 20: Midterm

Reading: Rosenberg, chapter 10 (202-228); supplemental reading TBA

Enjoy Your Spring Break!

Week Nine

Tuesday, April 1: The Korean War

Thursday, April 3: Eisenhower’s Foreign Policy: Containment and Confrontation

Reading: Cohen, chapters 3&4 (58-120); Merrill and Paterson, chapters 7&8 all

Week Ten

Tuesday, April 8: Kennedy’s Cultural Diplomacy: The Peace Corps and the Alliance for

Progress

Thursday, April 10: The Cuban Missile Crisis

Reading: Cohen, chapter 5 (121-146); Merrill and Paterson, chapters 9&10 all

Week Eleven

Tuesday, April 15: The Vietnam War, part 1: Early US Involvement through the Tet Offensive

Thursday, April 17: The Vietnam War, part 2: Vietnamization, Cambodia, and the Peace Talks

Reading: Cohen, chapter 6 (147-181); Merrill and Paterson, chapter 11 all; supplemental reading

TBA

Week Twelve

Tuesday, April 22: Nixon and Détente

Thursday, April 24: Carter’s Vision: Human Rights and Foreign Relations 

Reading: Cohen, chapter 7 (182-218); Merrill and Paterson, chapter 12 all

**Second paper due at the beginning of Tuesday’s class

Week Thirteen

Tuesday, April 29: The Reagan Years: Interventions in Latin America, Arms Race and Star Wars

Thursday, May 1: End of the Cold War 

Reading: Cohen, chapters 8 & conclusion (219-261); Merrill and Paterson, chapter 13 all

Week Fourteen

Tuesday, May 6: Clinton’s Foreign Policy: Policing the World 

Thursday, 8: Anti-Americanism and 9/11 

Reading: Merrill and Paterson, chapter 14 all; supplemental reading TBA

Week Fifteen

Tuesday, May 13: US Foreign Relations after 9/11

Thursday, May 15: Wrap-up and Review for Final Exam

Reading: Supplemental reading TBA
Take-home Exam during Finals Week, details TBA

