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History 644-1, Proseminar in World History:

Confucius Says—Or Not
Spring 2008

T 4:10-6:55         HSS 155
Instructor:
Pi-ching Hsu, Associate Professor


Office: 
Science 265A


Phone: 
(415) 338-7536

E-mail:
pchsu@sfsu.edu
Office Hours:
T TH 10:00-10:50 a.m. & 3:30-4:00 p.m.

Confucianism, the common cultural heritage of East Asia, is a colossal term marred with popular imagination. This proseminar approximates the true meaning of Confucianism through a close reading of the original Analects, along with the neo-Confucian commentaries by Zhu Xi. To look at how tradition is alive in the modern world, we investigate the position of Confucianism in the interplay of intellectual, social, political, and economic currents in contemporary East Asia. The requirements of the course are twofold.  Students will participate actively in discussions of the common reading, and will produce a research paper on an interpretive issue concerning Confucianism as a system of philosophical thought as well as a mechanism of social evolutions. 

Learning Objectives:

In accord with the History Department’s stipulated Learning Objectives, this course aims at the achievement of the following learning outcomes:

1. Students must demonstrate the knowledge and understanding of Confucianism and neo-Confucianism in the East Asian historical context. 

2. Students must demonstrate the ability to analyze and interpret historical evidence from secondary sources about Confucianism and the rise of modern East Asia. 

3. Students must demonstrate the ability to analyze and interpret historical evidence from primary sources about Confucianism. 

4. Students must demonstrate the ability to do research on Confucian thought and its historical ramifications, and to communicate effectively the results of this research in a historical essay based at least partly on primary sources. 

Required Texts:

Arthur Waley, The Analects of Confucius (NY: Vintage Books, 1989)

Daniel Gardner, Zhu Xi’s Reading of the Analects: Canon, Commentary, and the Classical Tradition (NY: Columbia University Press, 2003)

Wei-ming Tu, ed., Confucian Traditions in East Asian Modernity: Moral Education and Economic Culture in Japan and the Four Mini-Dragons (Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 1996)

Requirements and Grading:

Class Participation: 20%

Do all required reading before class. Bring a 1-page note to the class, where you jot down at least 5 important issues in the assigned reading, along with important quotes and personal reflections, to enable you to participate actively in class discussions. The note is to be checked at the beginning of each session. There may be occasional in-class assignments. Attendance and class participation are mandatory.

Essay Assignment & Presentation: 80%

There is a 15-page research paper, which should be typed, double-spaced, with proper documentation using footnotes or endnotes. Consult both primary and secondary sources and utilize both required and outside readings for the assignment. You will also give an oral presentation of 7-8 minutes and entertain questions.

Possible Approach # 1:

Reflect on Confucianism as part of the Chinese “Axial Age Transcendence,” and neo-Confucianism as the “Second Intellectual Breakthrough,” and discuss the value of Confucian ethics in the contemporary world. Make some general observations and then focus on a single issue, for example, filial piety, loyalty, friendship, learning, wisdom, ritual, governance, humanity, etc.

Possible Approach # 2:

Modernization theory, which identifies Confucianism as an obstacle to modernization, has been scrutinized, but so is the opposing view, which argues that Confucianism propels modernization. Discuss the ramifications of Confucianism in modern Japan or any one of the “Four Mini-Dragons”—Hong Kong, South Korea, Singapore, and Taiwan.

FYI:

Bibliography of Asian Studies is a great index to publications in the Asian field, and is available online (linked with our Library home page).

The following scholarly journals are available in our library:

Journal of the American Oriental Society

The China Quarterly

Chinese Culture

Chinese Literature: Essays, Articles, Reviews

Daedalus (occasional coverage of China)

Harvard Journal of Asiatic Studies

Journal of Asian History

The Journal of Asian Studies

Journal of Social Sciences (occasional coverage of China)

Late Imperial China

Modern China

Philosophy East and West (occasional coverage of China)

positions:  east asia cultures critique

Renditions:  A Chinese-English Translation Magazine (primary sources)

Signs (feminist journal, occasional coverage of China)

Tsing Hua Journal of Chinese Studies
Class Schedule:

1/29:
Introduction to the course & the Confucian tradition


Film: Confucius: Words of Wisdom (AV 87649, 45 min.)

Confucius Says—Going back to the Original

2/5:
The Analects of Confucius, 11-79
2/12:
The Analects of Confucius, 83-161
2/19:
The Analects of Confucius, 162-252
What Zhu Xi Says Confucius Says—Neo-Confucian Revolution

2/26:
Zhu Xi’s Reading of the Analects, 1-51
3/4:
Zhu Xi’s Reading of the Analects, 52-105

3/11:
Zhu Xi’s Reading of the Analects, 106-179
The Role of Confucianism in East Asian Modernization

Confucian & Neo-Confucian Heritage in East Asia 

3/18:
Confucian Traditions in East Asian Modernity, 1-71
3/24-29:
Spring Break. No Classes.

4/1:
Confucian Traditions in East Asian Modernity, 72-111

Confucianism and the Rise of Modern Japan 

4/8:
Confucian Traditions in East Asian Modernity, 113-185

Confucianism in South Korea 

4/15:
Confucian Traditions in East Asian Modernity, 187-227


Film: Mini Dragons: South Korea (AV 86341, 54 min.)

Confucianism in Taiwan & Hong Kong 

4/22:
Confucian Traditions in East Asian Modernity, 228-276

Confucianism in Singapore & Overseas Chinese Communities
4/29:
Confucian Traditions in East Asian Modernity, 277-349

5/6:
Research Presentation, first half of class


Draft due for everybody, to be returned with comments on 5/13

5/13:
Research Presentation, second half of class

5/20:
TWO Copies of Final Paper Due in My Office, SCI 265A, 2-5 P.M.
6/2:
Semester Grade Available Online
