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History 570, Imperial China

Spring 2008
T TH 11:00-12:15
HSS 153
Instructor:  Dr. Pi-ching Hsu, Associate Professor

Office:  Science 265A

Phone:  (415) 338-7536

E-mail:  pchsu@sfsu.edu
Office Hours: T TH 10:00-10:50 a.m. & 3:30-4:00 p.m.

The purpose of the course is to explore the historical development of the Chinese Empire from around 900 to 1650.  Imperial China underwent tremendous changes during this period:  the disappearance of the aristocracy, the reconstruction of the state bureaucracy, the evolution of a new state orthodoxy—Neo-Confucianism, the syncretism of various religious traditions, the integration of China into world economy, the changing faces of gender relations, the rise of the vernacular literature, and the onslaught of "barbarian" rules.  We will be looking at these, among other aspects of Chinese political, social, and cultural history from the end of the Tang to the end of the Ming.

*
This course fulfils History Major and Minor (http://bss.sfsu.edu/history), as well as Pacific Asian Studies Minor (http://bss.sfsu.edu/pacificasianstudies) requirements.

*
This course is part of the GE Segment III cluster: Asian Society, Politics, and Culture, Category A.  Students will not receive Segment III credit for the course unless they complete the cluster as described in the Class Schedule and Bulletin, including the requirement that they must have earned 60 units by the end of the semester in which they take the course.

Mode of Instruction: lecture, films, and classroom discussion of assigned readings

Texts:

Patricia Buckley Ebrey, China: A Cultural, Social, and Political History

Tze-ki Hon, The Yijing and Chinese Politics: Classical Commentary and Literati Activism in the Northern Song Period, 960-1127
Frances Wood, Did Marco Polo Go to China?
Pi-ching Hsu, Beyond Eroticism: A Historian’s Reading of Humor in Feng Menglong’s Child’s Folly
Articles on Electronic Reserve

Requirements:

Class Participation: Your readiness and willingness to participate in class activities are essential to the success of the course.  Please do all required readings before class and be prepared for meaningful discussions in class. Students take turns leading discussions of specific sessions, where you pick topics from the reading for your small group to discuss. Turn in a one-page report in the next class session. Attendance will be taken throughout the semester, and your performance will be noted.

Writing Assignments: There are two essay assignments. Your essay should have a title, should be typed, double-spaced, using Times font size 12, with page numbers on the upper right hand corner and stapled on the upper left hand corner, free of grammatical and other mechanical errors, and with appropriate documentation of your sources by using footnotes or endnotes.  Observe the school regulation concerning plagiarism.

First Essay:

The Book of Changes is a “book of eternal wisdom,” but it can also be read politically and hence reflects historical changes over time. Write a 3-page (5 for grads) essay analyzing an example from The Yijing and Chinese Politics to demonstrate how N. Song intellectuals expressed their political views through their Yijing commentary. Due March 6. Late papers will receive a reduction of a partial grade (e.g. A to A-) every half-week, and will no longer be accepted after April 1. 

Second Essay:

Write a 7-page (10 for grads) paper on a topic of Ming China or a comparative essay on Ming and a contemporary civilization. Consult Beyond Eroticism as well as at least three additional scholarly sources such as academic books and journal articles.  Information on the Internet could be used as supplement, but not as the main source of your paper. Due May 20. No extension will be granted.
Exams:  There are TWO in-class exams (March 18 & May 1), including multiple choice, map, identification of terms, and/or essay questions.  Study guides will be distributed prior to the exams.

Grading:

First Essay
15%

Second Essay
30%

Two Exams
45%

Class participation
10%

Performance Characteristics to Guide Grading of Essays:


(Based on the criteria of CSET: Social Science Exam)
*
PURPOSE: The extent to which the student responds to the question’s/assignment’s charge in relation to relevant subject matter requirements.

*
SUBJECT MATTER KNOWLEDGE: The application of accurate subject matter knowledge as described in the relevant subject matter requirements.

*
SUPPORT: The appropriateness and quality of the supporting evidence in relation to the relevant subject matter requirements.

*
DEPTH AND BREADTH OF UNDERSTANDING: The degree to which the essay demonstrates understanding of the relevant subject matter requirements.

93 & up    A
90-92     A-
87-89     B+
83-86     B

80-82     B-
77-79     C+
73-76     C
70-72     C-

67-69     D+
63-66     D
60-62     D-
below 60   F

All requirements have to be fulfilled to get a passable grade.  "Incomplete" will be granted only upon written request, with good reason, and when the student has completed and passed at least 75% of the course requirements.  “WU” (Unauthorized Withdrawal) will be assigned if the student fails to fulfil all requirements by the final exam day without filling out a petition for Incomplete or Withdrawal.
Schedule of Classes:

1/24:
Introduction to the course

Medieval Chaos:  Late Tang and Five Dynasties

1/29:
READ:  China, 106-112

Chinese Renaissance:  Song

Transition from Medieval to Early Modern Political and Economic Modes

1/31:
READ:  China, 113-125

2/5:
READ:  China, 125-127

Neo-Confucianism & Song Culture And Society

2/7:
READ:  China, 128-135

Intellectual Breakthrough & Gentry Governance

2/12: 
READ:  Yijing and Chinese Politics, 1-27, 151-155

2/14: 
DISCUSS:  Yijing and Chinese Politics, 28-48

2/19: 
DISCUSS:  Yijing and Chinese Politics, 49-76

2/21: 
DISCUSS:  Yijing and Chinese Politics, 77-109

2/26: 
READ:  Yijing and Chinese Politics, 110-150

Maritime Trade

2/28: 
DISCUSS: Hugh R. Clark, “Overseas Trade and Social Change in Quanzhou through the Song,” in Angela Schottenhammer, ed., The Emporium of the World: Maritime Quanzhou, 1000-1400 (Leiden: Brill, 2001), 47-94 (on electronic reserve)

The Mongol Conquest of China:  Yuan

3/4:
READ:  China, 136-144


Film:  Storm From the East: Birth of an Empire (AV 85534, 46 min.)

3/6:
READ:  China, 145-152


First Essay Due in Class

3/11:
READ:  China, 152-157

The Marco Polo Lore

3/13: 
READ:  Did Marco Polo Go to China? 1-38

3/18:
FIRST EXAM

3/20:
DISCUSS:  Did Marco Polo Go to China? 39-75


3/24-29: Spring Break.  No Classes.

4/1:
DISCUSS:  Did Marco Polo Go to China? 76-110
4/3: 
DISCUSS:  Did Marco Polo Go to China? 111-155

The Reign of the Autocrats and Eunuchs:  Ming

4/8:
READ:  China, 158-163
4/10: 
READ:  China, 163-170


Zheng He’s Maritime Expeditions

4/15: 
READ:  Edward Dreyer, Zheng He: China and the Oceans in the Early Ming Dynasty, 1405-1433 (New York: Pearson, 2007), pp. 27-47 (on electronic reserve)

Wang Yangming’s Neo-Confucian Reform & Ming Culture And Society

4/17: 
READ:  China, 170-178
The Fall of the Ming Dynasty

4/22:
READ:  China, 184-185


Film: Secrets of the Great Wall (AV 89312, 53 min.)

Ming Romanticism

4/24:
READ:  Beyond Eroticism, 1-48

4/29:
READ:  Beyond Eroticism, 48-91

5/1:
SECOND EXAM
5/6:
DISCUSS:  Beyond Eroticism, 91-141

5/8:
DISCUSS:  Beyond Eroticism, 143-177

5/13: 
DISCUSS:  Beyond Eroticism, 177-216

5/15:
READ:  Beyond Eroticism, 216-233

5/20:
Second Essay Due in My Office, SCI 265A, 2-4 p.m.

6/2:
Semester grade available online
