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History 571, History of Modern China

Spring 2008
T TH 2:10-3:25
HSS 153
Instructor: Dr. Pi-ching Hsu, Associate Professor

Office:  Science 265A

Phone:  (415) 338-7536

E-mail:  pchsu@sfsu.edu

Office Hours: T TH 10:00-10:50 a.m. & 3:30-4:00 p.m.

Over the past few centuries the combination of political disturbances within and Western penetration from without produced crises of social and cultural disintegration throughout most of Asia.  How did China, the oldest continuous civilization on earth, respond to such crises? This course investigates the search for modernity in China’s recent history from 1600 down to the present.  We study how China has been adapting and changing, while preserving some of its immutable social-cultural values.  We explore the ethnic and political tension within and between China and Taiwan in the last few centuries.  We also take a close look at the complex landscape of contemporary Chinese culture and society.

· This course fulfils History Major and Minor (http://bss.sfsu.edu/history), as well as Pacific Asian Studies Minor (http://bss.sfsu.edu/pacificasianstudies) requirements.

· This course is part of the GE Segment III cluster: Asian Society, Politics, and Culture, Category A.  Students will not receive Segment III credit for the course unless they complete the cluster as described in the Class Schedule and Bulletin, including the requirement that they must have earned 60 units by the end of the semester in which they take the course.

Mode of Instruction:  Lecture, films, and classroom discussion of assigned readings

Texts:
Patricia Buckley Ebrey, China: A Cultural, Social, and Political History

Lionel Jensen and Timothy Weston, eds., China’s Transformations: The Stories beyond the Headlines

Materials on Electronic Reserve

Requirements:
Class Participation: Class Participation: Your readiness and willingness to participate in class activities are essential to the success of the course.  Please do all required readings before class and be prepared for meaningful discussions in class. Students take turns leading discussions of specific sessions, where you pick topics from the reading for your small group to discuss. Turn in a one-page report in the next class session. Attendance will be taken throughout the semester, and your performance will be noted.

Exams:  There are TWO in-class exams (March 20 & April 22), including multiple choice, map, identification of terms, and/or essay questions.  Study guides will be distributed prior to the exams.

Essays:   There are TWO essay assignments.  The papers should have a title, should be typed, double-spaced, using Times font size 12, with page numbers on the upper right hand corner and stapled on the upper left hand corner, free of grammatical and other mechanical errors, and with appropriate documentation of your sources by using footnotes or endnotes.  Observe the school regulation concerning plagiarism.

Essay 1:  

Write an essay of 3 (5 for grads) pages on the social, political, or religious meanings of secret societies in Qing China, based on your reading of the two essays on the Triads and the Taipings from the book Heterodoxy in Late Imperial China (on electronic reserve). You may focus on either the Triads or the Taipings, but should also make some general observations. Cite from the text for support or critique, but direct quotes should not exceed ½ page in total.  Due March 4. Late papers will receive a reduction of a partial grade (e.g. A to A-) every half-week, and will no longer be accepted after April 1.

Essay 2:

Write a research paper of 7 (10 for grads) pages on a topic of your choice on contemporary China.  Consult China’s Transformations, as well as both of the following kinds of sources: (1) scholarly books or journal articles, (2) newspaper reports, government documents, fiction, films, biographies, or autobiographies. Due May 20. No extension allowed.

Grading:
2 written exams
45%

Essay 1
15%

Essay 2
30%

Class Participation
10%

Performance Characteristics to Guide Grading of Essays:


(Based on the criteria of CSET: Social Science Exam)
*
PURPOSE: The extent to which the student responds to the question’s/assignment’s charge in relation to relevant subject matter requirements.

*
SUBJECT MATTER KNOWLEDGE: The application of accurate subject matter knowledge as described in the relevant subject matter requirements.

*
SUPPORT: The appropriateness and quality of the supporting evidence in relation to the relevant subject matter requirements.

*
DEPTH AND BREADTH OF UNDERSTANDING: The degree to which the essay demonstrates understanding of the relevant subject matter requirements.

93 & up    A
90-92     A-
87-89     B+
83-86     B

80-82     B-
77-79     C+
73-76     C
70-72     C-

67-69     D+
63-66     D
60-62     D-
below 60   F

All requirements have to be fulfilled to get a passable grade.  "Incomplete" will be granted only upon written request, with good reason, and when the student has completed and passed at least 75% of the course requirements.  “WU” (Unauthorized Withdrawal) will be assigned if the student fails to fulfil all requirements by the final exam day without filling out a petition for Incomplete or Withdrawal.

Schedule of Classes:

1/24:
Introduction to the Course

Late Imperial China

Harbinger of Western Imperialism

1/29:
READ:  China, 179-183

Tragedies of the Ming-Qing Transition

1/31:
READ:  China, 184-190

2/5:
DISCUSS:  “Horrid Beyond Description: The Massacre of Yangzhou,” in Lynn Struve, Voices from the Ming-Qing Cataclysm: China in Tiger’s Jaws (New Haven: Yale, 1993), pp. 28-48 (on electronic reserve)
The High Qing Period of Prosperity & Ethnic Tensions

2/7:
READ:  China, 190-201

Onslaught of Western Imperialism

2/12:
READ:  China, 202-210

The Opium War, Loss of Hong Kong & the Beginning of Unequal Treaties

2/14:
READ:  China, 211-218

Triads (Heaven and Earth Society)

2/19:
DISCUSS:  Wen-hsiung Hsu, “The Triads and Their Ideology Up to the Early Nineteenth Century,” in Kwang-Ching Liu and Richard Shek, eds., Heterodoxy in Late Imperial China (Honolulu: University of Hawai’i Press, 2004), pp. 323-364 (on electronic reserve)
The Taiping Rebellion and Other Internal Crises

2/21:
DISCUSS:  China, 218-221; P. Richarfd Bohr, “The Taipings in Chinese Sectarian Perspective,” in Heterodoxy in Late Imperial China, pp. 393-430 (on electronic reserve)
Sino-Japanese War, Loss of Taiwan & Boxer Uprising

2/26:
READ: China, 221-232 

2/28:
DISCUSS: Melissa Brown, Is Taiwan Chinese? The Impact of Culture, Power, and Migration on Changing Identities (Berkeley: University of California Press, 2004), pp. 35-65 (on electronic reserve)

3/4:
Film:  Forbidden City: The Great Within (AV 66663, 51 min.)


First Essay Due in Class

Sun Yat-sen’s Nationalist Revolution & the Fall of the Qing

3/6:
READ:  China, 233-237

The Republican Era

Warlord Governance & The May Fourth Movement

3/11: 
READ:  China, 237-247

Chiang Kai-shek and the Nanjing Decade

3/13:
READ:  China, 247-260

Mao Zedong and the Long March

3/18:
READ:  China, 260-263
3/20:
FIRST EXAM

3/24-29: Spring Break.  No Classes.

War of Resistance Against Japan (WWII)
4/1:
READ:  China, 263-277
The Communist Regime
Parting of the PRC & ROC

4/3:
READ:  China, 278-287
The Great Leap Forward

4/8: 
READ:  China, 287-290

Film:  China—The Revolution & Beyond, Part II, Slogans and Policies (85532, 45 min.)

The Cultural Revolution

4/10: 
READ:  China, 290-296

Post-Mao China: Economic Reforms without Political Liberalization

4/15:
READ:  China, 297-311

Taiwan in the Post-Chiang Era

4/17:
READ: China, 312-315: Re-read pp. 58-65 of Is Taiwan Chinese?

4/22:
SECOND EXAM

Complexity of Contemporary Chinese Social & Cultural Landscape

4/24:
READ:  China’s Transformations, xxix-30


Film: China From the Inside, IV: Freedom & Justice (60min.)

4/29:
DISCUSS:  China’s Transformations, 31-67

5/1:
DISCUSS:  China’s Transformations, 68-111

5/6: 
DISCUSS:  China’s Transformations, 112-160
5/8:
DISCUSS:  China’s Transformations, 161-215

5/13: 
DISCUSS:  China’s Transformations, 216-264

5/15:
DISCUSS:  China’s Transformations, 265-319
5/20:
Second Essay Due in My Office, SCI 265A, 2-4 p.m.

6/2:
Semester grade available online

