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Date




Topic



Reading
Aug.  26


Introduction
Taylor, American Colonies ch.1-2







Berkin, First Generations Preface
Aug.  28


Native America 1491  Begin reading Black Robe
Aug.  31


Europe 1491
Sep.  2



Columbus

Sep.  4



FURLOUGH DAY

Sep.  7



LABOR DAY

Sep.   9


Conquest of America

Sep.  11


Spanish Colonies
Sep. 14-16


Guns, Germs, and Steel
Colonies 3-4
Sep.  18


Keepers of the Game
Sep.  21


The Iroquois


Colonies 5
Sep.  23


Jamestown Fiasco

Colonies 6-7
Sep.  25


Origins of Slavery

Generations 1
Sep.  28


Evolution of Colonial Slavery Wood, Slavery   chs. 1-2
Sep.  30


African Slave Trade
OCT.  2


In-Class exam        Book  Review on Black Robe due.
Oct.   5



Protestant Reformation

Colonies 6-7
Oct.   7



16th Century England


Colonies, 8-9

Oct.   9



Rise of Puritans

Oct.  12


Roger Williams and Anne Hutchinson Generations, 2
Oct.  14


Pequot War



  Generations,  3
Oct.  16


Women and Witchcraft

Oct.  19


Salem Witch Trials

Oct.  21


The Crucible 
OCT. 23


FURLOUGH DAY
OCT. 26


FURLOUGH DAY

Oct.  28


Tragedy of Pennsylvania

Colonies, 12


Oct.  30


Maryland and Religious Tolerance
Generations, 4
Nov.  2



Carolina and Georgia



Colonies, 11
Nov.  4

Colonies with Slaves and Slave Colonies     Slavery, 3-5 Generations, 5
Nov.  6


In-Class Exam     

Second Book Review due
Nov.  9


From Puritan to Yankee I


Generations, 6-7

NOV. 11

VETERANS DAY

Nov. 13

From Puritan to Yankee II

Nov. 16

The British Empire 1700-1750

Colonies 13-14
Nov. 18

Second Generations



Colonies 15
Nov. 20

Women in the Colonial Era

NOV. 23-27

THANKSGIVING BREAK

Nov. 30-Dec. 4
Origins of the American Revolution

Dec.  7


French and Indian War


Colonies 16, 18
Dec.  9


Imperial Crisis

Dec.  11  

Decision for War

Dec. 14

Bunker Hill

Monday DEC. 21              FINAL EXAMS DUE

Class Policy

The text for this course is Alan Taylor’s American Colonies  The Settling of North America.  The text can get a little dense, so I would advise you to keep up with the reading.  We will also be reading Brian Moore’s Black Robe, Betty Wood’s Slavery in Colonial America and Carol Berkin’s First Generations.  These books should be available in the bookstore.  

There will be two in-class exams worth 20% of your grade each.  These exams will be based on lecture notes and the reading from Taylor.  There will also be two book reviews worth 20% each.  The final exam will be “take home” and it will be worth 20% of your grade.


In a history class you should learn how to develop, express, and defend your positions both verbally and in writing.  I would encourage you to develop your own opinions as long as you can support your ideas with historical evidence.  In class you will be presented a wide variety of information in the form of lecture, the readings, and movies.  You will be asked to draw independent conclusions from this body of information, and I will evaluate you on how well you defend your positions.


We will be dealing with sensitive topics in this class.  I expect you to express your viewpoints, and I enjoy a spirited class discussion.  However, it is essential that you respect your classmates and their opinions in order to build a forum of trust in which meaningful discussions can take place.


My office hours will be from 11-12 on Monday, Wednesday, and Friday, and from 3-4 on Wednesdays.  My office is Sci 221.   I have found that few students take advantage of office hours, but you can meet me before or after class to discuss any situations that might arise.  If you need to get in touch with me, my office number is 338-7563.   I am also available by e-mail at msigmon@sfsu.edu.

