History 427 

Fall 2009

The United States, 1916-1945

Prof. Charles Postel

224 Science, ext. 81119

Email: postel@sfsu.edu
Office Hours, Tu & Th, 3-4pm & by appt.
Readings:
David Kennedy, Over Here! 
Edward Larson, Summer for the Gods 

James Goodman, Stories of Scottsboro 

Eric Rauchway, The New Deal and the Great Depression
Studs Terkel, Hard Times
J. Samuel Walker, Prompt and Utter Destruction 
Plus: assigned brief articles, documents, websites, and images that will be made available as the class progresses.
Requirements:
1 – Two essays (5 pages) analyzing readings for the class (and supplementary readings 

and films). Each essay is worth 15% of the grade. 
2 – Four reading responses (1-2 pages) to assigned readings. Combined these responses 


value 20% of the grade.
3 – A mid-term and final exam. Each exam is worth 20% of the grade. 
4 – Class participation is essential. To pass this class requires regular attendance. To

receive full credit for participation requires engagement in class discussion. Class

participation is worth 10% of the grade.
5 – Ability to access iLearn. Writing assignments, class updates, documents, and images 

will be made available by way of the campus web learning tool iLearn. Please let 

me know if you have difficulty accessing iLearn or you have other access 

questions regarding this course. 
Course Expectations:

· Lectures and readings compliment each other. It is therefore essential to attend lectures, read assignments, and take notes.

· Come to class prepared to discuss the assigned reading. Complete reading responses before the appropriate class. 

· All written work should:

· be typed in 12-point type and double spaced;
· have your full name, a title, and pagination;

· be carefully composed and proofread;
· be stapled (no folders or binders).
· No late papers accepted without previous permission. 

· The syllabus is subject to change.

· To receive a passing grade it is essential to adhere to university policies on plagiarism and academic honesty. 
Learning Objectives: 

Students who successfully complete this course will be able to:

· Understand the major political and social changes in American history and their global context from the First World War through to the Second World War.  

· Analyze, interpret and evaluate a variety of secondary and primary sources.

· Write critically about history, its purposes, and the manner in which historians and others have related the history of the United States and its people.

Class Schedule: 



Reading Assignments:

Aug 25: 
Introductions
Aug 27:
War to End War



Kennedy, Prologue, Ch 1 & 2
Sept 1: 
War & the Intellectuals


Kennedy, Ch 3
Sept 3:

The Peace





Sept 8: 
Furlough – No Class
Sept 10:
Red Scare




Kennedy, Ch 4
Sept 15:
Red Summer




Kennedy, Ch 5, 6, Epilogue
Sept 17:
Normalcy 
Sept 22:
Fordism & Welfare Capitalism

Larson, Intro & Part I
Sept 24:
Flappers, KKK, Prohibition


Sept 29:
Looking Backward from Scopes

Larson, Part II
Oct 1:

Labor Wars




Matewan (film)
Oct 6:

Looking Forward from Scopes

Larson, Part III
Oct 8:

MIDTERM EXAM
(Essay Deadline)


Class Schedule (Cont.):
Oct 13:

Why the Great Depression?


Rauchway, Intro, Ch 1, 2 & 3
Oct 15:

Americans Respond



Terkel, Selections
Oct 20:

FDR & the Bank Crisis


Goodman, Part I
Oct 22:

First New Deal



Rauchway, Ch 4 & 5
Oct 27:

Voices of Protest



Goodman, Part II
Oct 29:

Blacks & Reds




Terkel, Selections
Nov 3:

The Rise of the CIO



Goodman, Part III
Nov 5: 
Furlough – No Class
Nov 10:
Second New Deal



Goodman, Part IV
Nov 12:
Global Crisis




Rauchway, Ch 6, 7 & Concl.
Nov 17:
Anti-New Deal/Conservative Bloc

Terkel, Selections
Nov 19:
Pearl Harbor 
(Thanksgiving Break)
Dec 1:

War on Hitler




Walker, whole book
Dec 3:

The Home Front



Web assignment
Dec 8:

War in the Pacific



Web assignment
Dec 10:
Bombs vs. Japan



Web assignment
Dec 15: 
FINAL EXAM (Essay Deadline)
