History 121, Section 5 

Fall 2009

U.S. History Since Reconstruction

Prof. Charles Postel

224 Science, ext. 81119

Email: postel@sfsu.edu
Office Hours, Tu & Th, 3-4pm & by appt.

Required Texts:

Eric Foner, Give Me Liberty! An American History, Vol. Two

Eric Foner, Voices of Freedom: A Documentary History, Vol. Two


Thomas Bell, Out of This Furnace

Anne Moody, Coming of Age in Mississippi


Course Description:

This is a survey of United States history that provides an overview of the people, ideas and events that comprise the American experience from the era of Reconstruction through to the present. During this time, the United States grew from a rural and disconnected nation with little influence in foreign affairs to an integrated urban nation and a world power. Particular attention will be paid to the differing experiences of women, non-British European immigrants, African Americans, Native Americans, and other traditionally under represented groups.

Course Requirements:

· Midterm and Final Take Home Exams (20% of grade each): The format will be an essay question based on the readings. Due Oct 15 & Dec 15 (No late exams accepted without previous permission).
· In-Class Midterm and Final Exams (20% of grade each):  The format will be short-answer significance questions based on readings and lectures. You will need a blue book. The final exam will not be cumulative. Oct 15 & Dec 15 (No makeup exams without previous permission). 
· Quizzes (20% of grade): Every week there will be assigned readings from the required texts, as well as occasional, films and handouts. During the semester there will be six short quizzes on the assignments. The quizzes may or may not be announced beforehand. There will be no make-up quizzes. Only the FOUR highest scores on the SIX quizzes will count towards the grade. 

Course Expectations:

· Lectures and readings compliment each other. It is therefore essential to attend lectures, read assignments, and take notes.

· Come to lecture prepared to ask questions and discuss the assigned readings.

· Bring the reader Voices of Freedom to lecture. 

· Pay attention to the terms written on the board.

· Refrain from talking in class during lectures, videos, or presentations.

· Do not surf the web or read materials not assigned for this course in class during lectures, videos, or presentations.

· The syllabus is subject to change.

· To receive a passing grade it is essential to adhere to University policies on plagiarism and academic honesty. 

Learning Objectives: 

Students who successfully complete this course will be able to:

· Discuss the major political and social changes in American history, and the development of U.S. political institutions.

· Recognize the differing ramifications of historical events on people of varying racial, ethnic, cultural, socio-economic and gender backgrounds.

· Understand the diversity in meanings of American freedom and how and why these meanings changed over time.

· Understand the global context of American development.

· Analyze, interpret and evaluate primary sources.

· Think critically about history, its purposes, and the manner in which historians and others related the history of the United States and its people.

iLearn: 
Announcements, assignments, and other course materials will be posted on iLearn. Please let me know if you have difficulty accessing iLearn, or if you have any other accessibility concerns.
Class Schedule: 

Reading Assignments:
Reconstruction 



Foner,  Ch 15

Week 1




92. Colloquy; 94. Black Code

Aug 25 & 27




Jourdon letter (handout)


The West




Foner, Ch 16 (1st half)

Week 2 




99. Chief Joseph
Sept 1 & 3 
Incorporation



Foner, Ch 16 (2nd half)

Week 3
Bell, Part One; 100. Summner; 
Sept 10 (SEPT 8 = NO CLASS)

101. McNeill; 103. Bellamy
Populism / Jim Crow


Foner, Ch 17

Week 4




105. Populist Platform; 107. Wells

Sept 15 & 17




Philippines (handout)

Progressives & Radicals


Foner, Ch 18

Week 5 




Bell, Part Two
Sept 22 & 24




115. Industrial Workers; 116. Sanger
War to End War



Foner, Ch 19

Week 6 




121. Catt; 122. Debs;
Sept 29 (OCT 1 = NO CLASS)

124. DuBois; 125, Garvey

Roaring 20s / Great Crash


Foner, Ch 20




Week 7




 Bell, Part Three
Oct 6 & 8




129. Darrow; 130. Immigration
The New Deal




Foner, Ch 21

Week 8




Bell, Part Four; 134. Perkins; 

Oct 13





137. Roosevelt;139. Cousins

Thurs Oct 15: Midterm (Take Home Exams Due)
Class Schedule (cont.):
World at War



Foner, Ch 22

Week 9




142. Four Freedoms; 147. Randolph;

Oct 20 & 22




146. Mexican Americans; 148. Jackson
Cold War Beginnings


Foner, Ch 23

Week 10




Moody, Part 1 & 2; 149. Truman; 

Oct 27 & 29




150. NSC 68; 154. McCarthy
The Fifties




Foner, Ch 24

Week 11




Moody, Part 3; 157. Kerr; 

Nov 3 (NOV 5 = NO CLASS)


159 Friedman; 161. “Howl”
The Sixties




Foner, Ch 25

Week 12




Moody, Party 4; 166. Johnson; 

Nov 10 & 12




167. Huron; 170. Chavez
Conservative Power



Foner, Ch 26

Week 13




171. Redstockings; 145. Hayek;

Nov 17 & 19




175. Schlafly; 177. Reagan
(Thanksgiving Break)
Cold War Endings



Foner, Ch 27
Week 14




178. Global

Dec 1 & 3




179. Freedom Revolution
Post Sept 11 / Review


Foner Ch 28

Week 15




183. National Security; 184. Byrd;

Dec 8 & 10




187. Kennedy; 188. O’Connor
Dec 15: 
Final Exam (Take Home Exams Due)
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