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HISTORY 830

INTELLECTUAL HISTORY OF LATIN AMERICA

History 830 is a graduate seminar designed to explore the evolution of Latin American political, economic, and social thought from about 1800 to the present. Although references will be made to the Spanish colonial period, the emphasis is on Modern Latin America. Intellectual movements, and the works of some of the most influential writers, will be discussed in the context of the historical conditions that produced them. Students will be expected to establish explicit connections between original literary production, nation building in the 19th and 20th centuries, and the most important secondary material on each theme.
 Participants in the seminar will select and study specific texts by Latin American writers with the following objectives: 

-  identifying the texts’ central ideas;

-  placing the narratives and authors in their historical 

   context, national and international;

-  analyzing the authors’ language and discursive practices;

· analyzing how the selected text is related to other texts; the historiography of specific themes and authors.
· explaining how these authors’ work has contributed to 
define their country’s idea of itself, and to create a modern nation state. 

Time constraints require that we are selective with authors and themes in order to study the texts in depth. Notice that the seminar requires industry and imagination in seeking out materials and generating bibliographies. Students are expected to read in advance of class discussions and submit assignments on or before the due date. Part of the first session will be devoted to signing up for the following weeks. Most of the required books are available at the SFSU bookstore, other bookstores in San Francisco, and the J. Paul Leonard Library; some of the texts are on reserve. 

To establish a common ground, in the early sessions students will write five short position papers (3-4 pages) on selected materials from the reading list. During the second part of the course, students will write a substantial essay (a minimum of 15 pages) on a specific text, theme, country, and time period. Each person will present to the seminar two reports on his or her research before the final version is submitted. Directions for these reports will come in separate handouts.

The seminar’s learning objectives are to provide students with: 


i)
a foundation in the methods of, and the perspectives 
from which research on Latin America is being 

conducted today;

ii)  an understanding of how the process of nation 

building took place in Latin America since 1821, and how each country’s integration into the international economy influenced the process;

iii)
an understanding of how closely connected that process of nation building was to the forging of a national culture, and the development of a “national” literary and artistic production;

iv)
the ability to identify each author’s central ideas, and study them in the light of their origins and the changes they have undergone to reach their present state;

v)
a strengthened ability to assess the adequacy of 
evidence, especially the secondary sources;

v)
improved writing and oral presentation skills.

The final grade will be formed as follows:

-Five position papers (3-4 pages each)




35%

-Presentation of individual research and

 class participation

    





20%

-Final paper (15 pages)







45%
HISTORY 830
SCHEDULE OF DISCUSSIONS AND READING ASSIGNMENTS.

Aug. 25
Introduction to the course.




Issues and approaches to topics. 




Materials and assignments.

Sep. 1
The New Narrative History:




The Caribbean and the Postmodern Perpective.




The Subaltern Studies Approach.

Required Readings:
Benitez-Rojo, pp. 1-81; UN General 


Assembly, Mallon, Sheinin.


Suggested materials:


Alejo Carpentier, La música en Cuba (Mexico: Fondo de 




Cultura Económica, 1972).

Carr, “Elitism and the Death of Subaltern Studies.”

Sep. 8
FURLOUGH DAY
Sep. 15
 Literature and Intellectual History:




The writer as conscience of his/her country.



The Rise of Postmodernist Thought.




The Marxist Critique.


Required Readings: Lindstrom; Harlan, Brown, Callinicos.


Suggested materials:



Jean Franco, The Modern Culture of Latin America (London: 



Penguin Books, 1984).


Dominick LaCapra "Rethinking Intellectual History and 




Reading Texts," in Dominick Lacapra and Steven L. 


Kaplan (eds). Modern European Intellectual History 


(Ithaca, N.Y.: 1982).



J. Habermas, The Philosophical Discourse of Modernity 




(Cambridge, 1987).

Frederic Jameson, "Postmodernism, or The Cultural Logic of 



Late Capitalism" London: New Left Review, 146 



(1984).

C. Norris, What's Wrong with Postmodernism? (London, 1990).

Antonio Gramci, Selections from the Prison Notebooks, edited 


by Quintin Hoare and Geoffrey N. Smith (New York, 


1978).
Sep. 22 
Epic and Myth: 1500 the Invention of America:




Columbus as an interpreter.





The Self and the Other.




The Nahuatl World. Knowledge and Time.

Required Readings:
Todorov; Dussel.


Suggested materials:

William H. Prescott, The Conquest of Peru (1846).

Frank Moya Pons, "Is There a Caribbean Consciousness?," 



Americas 31, num. (1970).

Berdan Frances and 
Patricia Anawalt, The Codex Mendoza 



(Berkeley: University of California Press, 1992).

Anton Ferdinand, Women in Precolumbian America (New York: 



Abner Schram, 1973.


Charkes Gibson, The Aztecs under Spanish Rule (Stanford, CA: 


Stanford University Press, 1964).


Miguel León Portilla, Aztec Thought and Culture. A Study of 



the Ancient Nahuatl Mind (Norman: University 



of Oklahoma Press, 1963).


Antonio Benitez Rojo, Sea of Lentils, (Cambridge: University 


of Massachusetts Press, 1992).


Sale, Kirkpatrick, et al. The Conquest of Paradise (ISBN 0-



452-26669-6).

Alfred W. Crosby, The Columbian Exchange: Biological and 



Cultural Consequences of 1492 (Westport, Conn.: 



Greenwood Press, 1972).

J.H. Parry, The Age of Reconnaissance, Discovery, 




Exploration and Settlement, 1450-1650 (London: 



Weidenfeld and Nicolson, 1963).
Sep. 29
God and (Wo)man in Latin America:




From
Sor Juana to Rosario Castellanos




The feminist Discourse.


Required Readings:
Sor Juana Inez de la Cruz, Castellanos. 


Suggested materials:


Elizabeth Ann Kuzneof, "The Construction of Gender in 




Colonial Latin America," Colonial Latin American 



Review , 1, 1-2 (1992). 


Maureen Ahern, A Rosario Castellanos Reader: An Anthology of 


her Poetry, Short Fiction, Essays, and Drama 



(!988).


Kathleen Myers, "A Glimpse of Family Life in Colonial 




Mexico: A Nun's Account," Latin American Research 


Review, 28,2 (1993).


Octavio Paz, Sor Juana. Or, the Traps of Faith (Cambridge 



Mass.: Harvard University Press, 1988).


Rolena Adorno, Guaman Poma: Writing and Resistance in 




Colonial Peru (Austin: University of Texas Press, 


1986).


Margarita Zamora, Language, Authority, and Indigenous 




History in the 'Comentarios Realers de los Incas' 


(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1988).

Oct. 6
Latin America’s Intellectual Emancipation, the 19th 

century:




The Spanish intellectual heritage.




Conservatism, liberalism and positivism.




Slavery and peonage.

Required Readings:
Cañizares, Swanson. 


Suggested materials:
Sarmiento, Domingo F. Life in the Argentine Republic in the 

Days of the Tyrants (several editions).


Doris Sommer, Foundational Fictions: the National Romances 



of Latin America (Berkeley: University of 




California Press, 1991).

John Lynch, The Spanish American Revolutions, 1808-1826 (New 


York: Norton, 1986).

Barbara Bush, Slave Women in Caribbean Society (Indiana: 



Indiana University Press, 1990).

Beverly Carey, Maroon Story, Kingston: Agouti Press, 1997.


Fernando Ortiz, Cuban Counterpoint: Tobacco and Sugar (New 



York: Vintage Books, 1970.

Oct. 13
Cultural Continuity and Rupture 1900-1940.

The emergence of nationalists discourses. 




The Novela de la Revolución Mexicana:

Indigenismo, mestizaje and Raza Cósmica.


Required Readings: Gilly, Rulfo.


Suggested Materials:
Knight, Alan, "Racism, Revolution, and Indigenismo: Mexico, 
1910-1940,"  in Richard Graham (ed.), The Idea of Race 

in Latin America, 1870-1940, (Austin, 1990). 

Gilberto Freyre, The Masters and the Slaves: A Study in the 


Development of Brazilian Civilization (New York: 



Alfred A. Knopf, 1966).
José Vasconcelos, La Raza Cósmica (Los Angeles, CA 1979).
 
Rómulo Gallegos, Doña Bárbara (Caracas, 1929).
Ricardo Rojas, Eurindia (Buenos Aires, 1924).

Oct. 20 
Rhetoric, Revolution and Reform.




Mea Cuba.



Marti’s Nationalism.  




Art, culture and revolution.


Required Readings:
Martí, Ruiz, Guevara.


Suggested materials:


Cabrera-Infante, Guillermo. Mea Cuba (New York, 1994).


Stanley Stein and Barbara Stein, The Colonial Heritage of 



Latin America (New York: Oxford University Press, 


1970).


Luis Aguilar, Marxism in Latin America  (New York, 1970).


Richard L. Harris, Marxism, Socialism, and Democracy in 



Latin America (Boulder: West View Press, 1992).


José Carlos Mariátegui, Seven Interpretive Essays on 




Peruvian Reality (Austin: University of Texas 



Press, 1971).

Fernando Henrique Cardoso y Enzo Faletto, Dependency and 



Development in Latin America (Berkeley: Univeristy 


of California Press, 1979).


Nigel Harris, The End of the Third World (New York: Penguin 


Books, 1986). 


Andre Gunther Frank, Dependent Accumulation and 





Underdevelopment (New York: Monthly Review Press, 



1979).
Oct. 27
The Synthesis: Epic, Myth, and Utopia as Imagination.

The New Narrative.
The Latin American Literary Boom of the 1960s
Magic Realism


Required Readings: García Márquez, Swanson. 


Suggested materials:


Asturias


Borges

Cortazar


Paz 


Fuentes


Gabriela Mistral

 
Isabel Allende
Nov. 3
Testimony as Identity: Guatemala. 




The discourse of resistance.




Reality, science and myth.




Symbolic representations of history.


Required Readings:
Thorn, Manz.

Suggested materials:


Victor Montejo, The Bird Who Cleans the World. And other 



Mayan Fables (Willimantic, CT: Curbstone Press, 



1991).

_______,  El Kanil. Man of Lightning (Signal Books, 1984).


Jan Rus (Coord.), "If Truth Be Told." A Forum on David 
Stoll's Rigoberta Menchu and the Story of All Poor 




Guatemalans, Latin American Perspectives, Vol. 26, 


number 6, November, 1999.

Nov.10
Discussion of individual papers.
Nov. 17 
Discussion of individual papers.
Nov. 24
Fall Recess

Dec. 1
Discussion of individual papers.

Dec. 8
Discussion of individual papers. 

Dec. 15
Papers due
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