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HISTORY 520

HISTORY OF CENTRAL AMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN

Course description.

This course offers a thematic approach to the study of societies in the Caribbean basin since 1492. It is designed to examine the culture, the economics, and the politics of a region whose history and development have been determined by its incorporation into the Atlantic economy. The course emphasizes such themes as colonization and slavery, government and nationhood, and literature and cultural identity. In this class students will also ponder some of the options to bring about democracy and sustainable economic growth in the coming years.


This course meets General Education, Segment III requirements in the cluster "Latin America: Society and Culture."


Grading

The course requires reading, writing, and class participation. The writing component consists of a short position paper (2-3 pages) for discussion in class, and a term paper (10-12 pages minimum) which will be evaluated for both composition and content. Students will be expected to sign up for a panel (four to five people), and to lead discussion sessions. Directions for the topics and the formation of teams will be given during the first two weeks of class.


The final grade will be based on the following:



- A midterm exam on Oct. 15



20%



- Short discussion paper




15%



- A term paper due on Dec. 1



40%


     - A final exam on Dec. 17




25%

Classroom Behavior:


The classroom is a special environment in which students and faculty come together to promote learning and growth. It is essential to this learning environment that respect for the rights of others seeking to learn, respect for the professionalism of the instructor, and the general goals of academic freedom be maintained. Differences of viewpoint or concerns should be expressed in terms which are supportive of the learning process, so that students and faculty may reason with clarity and compassion and understanding the issue at hand. Student conduct which disrupts the learning process shall not be tolerated and may lead to disciplinary action and/or removal from class.

About Completing Work on Time:

Do.  Make-up tests will be given only under extreme (and provable) circumstances (e.g., supported by a doctor’s note); and essays will be penalized a third of a letter grade for each class they’re late, unless we make other arrangements before (not on) the due date. 
Course Expectations:

Einstein once said, “I have no special talents. I’m only passionately curious.”  In this class, I want to see your curiosity about our subject matter, and your readiness to engage in the task at hand.  You’re expected to come prepared to each class; to turn in work on time; and to arrive punctually.

Regarding absences, there may be an occasion when you need to be out – just don’t let missing class become a habit. Repeated absences will lead to a lowered grade; and six (or more) could mean no credit for this course.

A Last Caution – The Perils of Plagiarism:

Plagiarism, as you know, means taking the words or the ideas of someone else, and presenting them as your own, whether directly or through creative rewording. University policy is a failing grade for an assignment with any degree of plagiarism, and your name sent to the Dean. If you’re stressed about an assignment, or have questions about how to cite sources (a topic we’ll review in class), don’t hesitate to let me know; we’ll work together towards a solution.  
Disability Accommodations:


If you need specialized assistance, tell me so, and be sure to contact this week, for extra support, the Disability Programs and Resources Center (DPRC) in SSB 110 (338-2472).
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S Y L L A B U S 
DATE




TOPIC


READING










ASSIGNMENT
PART ONE: INTRODUCTION.

Aug. 25-27
  
The Caribbean today.


Booth, 1-2;




Questions about method.

Trouillot,1.



History and culture.

 

PART TWO: INVASION AND INVENTION OF THE CARIBBEAN. 


Sep. 1-10

What is in a name?



Knight,1;


     the Antilles, the Caribbean, 

Steward.

the West Indies. 

Carib and Arawak cultures.




Sep. 8 
Furlough Day. No class





Sep. 15-17

Spain, Europe, and Africa.

Todorov;

"Discovery" and Conquest.   
Knight, 2,3.





Sep. 22-29
 
Hispaniola: The first






plantation.



   Knight, 4,5;

Colonialism and slavery in 
   Trouillot,2.

the Antilles.







PART THREE: THE ABOLITION OF SLAVERY.
Oct. 1-13

Independence and nationhood.
   Knight, 6,7;




Haiti's Revolution:

     Trouillot, 3,4.

The Black Jacobins.
Oct. 15

TERM PAPERS OUTLINES DUE.



(Definition of authors and topic).

Oct. 15

MIDTERM EXAM

DATE




TOPIC



 READING










   ASSIGNMENT

Oct. 20-29

Puerto Rico: an ambivalent
   
González;




identity.




    Knight, 9;




Nationalism in the

  
 Trouillot, 5.




Caribbean today.

PART FOUR: THE CROSS AND THE SWORD IN




 CENTRAL AMERICA.



Nov. 3-10 
The Kingdom of Guatemala.
     Woodward,3-119;


Colonial society: race, 

Arias.

class, and gender. 


Booth,pp.117-51  

The Central American   









Confederation. 

PART FIVE: THE AGE OF THE CUBAN REVOLUTION.

Nov. 12-19

The export economies to 1932.






The 1959 Cuban Revolution
:

Allahar; 



its significance for 


Knight, 8.

Latin America. 







Nov.  24,26
Fall Recess. No class.

Dec. 1

TERM PAPERS DUE.

Dec. 1,8

U.S. Responses to Revolution.
 Booth,105-114



The Panama Canal.
 

 129-171;               



Prospects for democracy.

 Cockcroft.
Dec. 10

Conclusion




Reassessment of issues. 

Dec. 17

FINAL EXAM



11 am




HSS 153
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