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Course Description: 

The history of California has been marked by the clash of different cultural groups. The focus of this course will be the interaction of Native American, Hispanic, Asian, African American and European American peoples during the past 200 years in California. In addition the historical background of contemporary politics will be addressed through a lecture/discussion format.  This course meets the requirements for General Education and for State and Local Government.

Course Readings:

Required Books: (Available in the SFSU Bookstore in paperback)

Rawls and Bean, California: An Interpretive History

Orin Starn, Ishi’s Brain
Oscar Zeta Acosta, Revolt of the Cockroach People

Course Requirements:

1. All students are required to attend class daily. 
 

2. There will be two quizzes, one midterm and a final exam in this course.  

· the quizzes will count for 30% of the course grade (each quiz will be worth 15%).  

· the mid-term will count for 35% of the course grade.  
· the final exam will count for 35% of the course grade. 

3. The quizzes are scheduled in advance and are designed as incentives for you to read the assigned books.  Take them seriously.  Each quiz contributes 15 points to your final grade.

· If you cannot take a quiz or exam you MUST contact me before the test.  A make-up test will be given only if you let me know of your absence in advance.  If you have a serious emergency on the day of an exam, please see me as soon as possible to schedule a make-up test.

4. The formats of the midterms and final exam will be announced later on during the semester.

5. A Scantron form No. 882-ES will be required for the scheduled quizzes.  
6. If you need assistance or just want to talk, please do not hesitate to see me during my office hours or make an appointment to see me another time.  You can always reach me by e-mail for any matter and I will respond within a day.  Assistance is also available through the Learning Assistance Center (Phone ext. 81993)

7. If you are interested in forming a study group for the exams please see me a few weeks prior to the mid-term.

Lecture Schedule and Assigned Readings:

Week 1:  Aug. 25
Topics: Introduction; The first Californians

Reading: Rawls, Chapters 1, 2
Week 2: Sept. 1

Topics: The Spanish conquest; Mexico

Reading: Rawls, Chapters 3, 4, 5, 6
Week 3:  Sept. 8 No class – Furlough Day
Week 4: Sept. 15 
Topics: American exploration and conquest

Reading: Rawls, Chapters 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12

Week 5:  Sept. 22
Topics: Rise of monopoly capitalism

Reading: Rawls, Chapters 13, 14

Week 6:  Sept. 29
Topics: Class and race in industrial California

Reading: Rawls, Chapters 15-18

Week 7:  Oct. 6
Topics: Ishi and the New Twentieth Century

Reading: Orin Starn, Ishi’s Brain, all


Quiz on Ishi’s Brain on Oct. 6
Week 8:  Oct. 13


Topics: Labor and Conflict 1880-1920

Reading: Rawls, Chapters 19, 20
MIDTERM EXAM ON OCTOBER 13
Week 9:  Oct. 20
Topics: Progressive reform in California

Reading: Rawls, Chapters 21, 22

Week 10:  Oct. 27
Topics: The 1920s and Hollywood

Reading: Rawls, Chapters 23, 24
Week 11:  Nov. 3
Topics: The Great Depression in California

Reading: Rawls, Chapters 25, 26

Week 12: Nov. 10 Furlough day
Week 13: Nov. 17
Topics: The impact of war

Reading: Rawls, Chapter 27
Week 14: Nov. 23-27; No class -- Thanksgiving vacation

Week 15: Dec. 1
Topics: Race and politics

Reading: Rawls, Chapters 28, 29 

Week 16: Dec. 8
Topics: Politics of protest and reaction
Reading: Rawls, Chapters 30, 31


    Acosta, Revolt of the Cockroach People, all.


Quiz on Revolt of the Cockroach People on Dec. 8.
Final Exam:  Tues. Dec. 15, 4:10-6:40
History 121 

Study and discussion questions for Ishi’s Brain

1. Prologue:

a. What is it about Orin Starn’s own life that led him to Ishi?


2. Chapter 1:

a.  What does Starn mean when he writes: “It was perhaps inevitable that the retribalization of California would lead back to Ishi….?”


3. Chapter 2:

a. What was Ishi’s experience once he wandered into Oroville in 1911?

b. What does this tell us about the Yahi?

c. What does this tell us about anthropology in the early 20th century?


4. Chapter 3:

a. What intellectual influences informed Alfred Kroeber’s anthropology and how did this affect his approach to Ishi?

b. What influenced Theodora Kroeber’s understanding of Ishi and how did that contribute to the Ishi legend?


5. Chapter 4:

a. What can archeology tell us about the Yahi?  What are its limits?

b. What do we know of first contact between the Yahi and Europeans?

c. Were the Yahi as untainted by European contact as the story of Ishi usually suggests?


6. Chapter 5:

a. Why are anthropologists looked at skeptically by some Native Americans?

b. What impact did the gold rush in California have on Native Americans?

c. Why was Art Angle interested in “repatriating” Ishi?


7. Chapter 6:

a. How and why, according to Starn, is the traditional way of viewing Ishi and the destruction of the Yahi wrong and unhelpful?   Why were the Yahi destroyed and who destroyed them?

b. Is it accurate to call the Yahi of the late 19th century “wild?” 

c. Why did Ishi and his band go into hiding?


8. Chapter 7:

a. What does the relationship between Saxton Pope and Ishi tells us?

b. What does Starn find out about Ishi’s death and autopsy?


9. Chapter 8:

a. Is it accurate to call Ishi Kroeber’s pet buffalo?






10. Chapter 9:

a. How did Starn manage to find Ishi’s brain?

b. What do think it means that Kroeber was willing to send Ishi’s brain to the Smithsonian and that his wife left this out of her biography of Ishi?


11. Chapter 10:

a. Describe the controversy around “repatriation.”

b. Do you agree or disagree with Starn’s position on repatriation?  Why?


12. Chapter 11:

a. Discuss the moral and scientific issues raised by the early practice of physical anthropology.


13. Chapter 12:

a. Why was seeing Ishi’s brain such an emotionally charged experience for Art Angle and his compatriots?


14. Chapter 13:

a. What makes an Indian an Indian?

b. Who should have rights to Ishi’s remains and why?

c. Was Ishi the last Yahi?


15. Chapter 14:

a. What has changed in the experience, lives and identity of Native Americans in the recent past?


16. Chapter 15:

a. What did Starn learn by trekking to Grizzly Bear’s Hiding Place?


17. Chapter 16:

a. What are the various meanings Ishi’s life and experiences have had for different people, Indian and non-Indian?


18. Chapter 17:

a. Did the Dersch Meadow memorial achieve a kind of reconciliation for the various parties involved in Ishi’s life and memory?  If so, how; if not, why? 


19. Epilogue:

a. In the end, does Ishi still remain a mystery? If so why?

Revolt of the Cockroach People:
Discussion Questions

1.  What is Zeta’s personal journey and struggle?

2.  What does it mean to be a Chicano in Zeta's eyes?

3.  What relationships or parallels are there between the Black Power and Chicano Power movements?  What are their origins?

4.  What does Cesar Chavez represent in the book?  

5.  Why has this book been called a classic of the1960s counterculture?

6.  How are women depicted in this book and why are they depicted this way?

7.  Who are the Chicano militants and what is their program for change? Do they have a clear notion of what to do and where they are going?

8.  What was the legacy of these political movements?  Were they inevitable?  Will we see them again?

9.   Does this book give us a sense of the origin of identity politics?  Is separatism the inevitable result of identity politics?

