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 Survey of U.S. History Since Reconstruction

Instructor: Steve Leikin

San Francisco State University

Fall 2009
History 121, Section 6
Room: HSS 310

Class Hours: TTH 2:10-3:25
Office: Science #221

Office Hours: Tuesday and Thursday 1:00-2:00; Wed. 6:00- 6:50 and by appointment

Office Phone: 405-0350

E-mail: sleikin@sfsu.edu
Course Requirements:

Required Books: (All are available in the SFSU Bookstore in paperback)

Rose Cohen, Out of the Shadow
Jules Tygiel, Ronald Reagan and the Triumph of Conservatism
Eric Foner, Give Me Liberty! Vol. 2, Second Edition
1. There will be two quizzes, two mid-terms and a final exam in this course.  

· the quizzes will count for 30% of the course grade (each quiz will be worth 15%).  

· the mid-term with the highest grade will count for 35% of the course grade.  You are required to take only one midterm but you are allowed to take both.

· the final exam will count for 35% of the course grade. 

2. The quizzes are scheduled in advance and are designed as incentives for you to read the assigned books.  Take them seriously.  Each quiz contributes 15 points to your final grade.

· If you cannot take a quiz or exam you MUST contact me before the test.  A make-up test will be given only if you let me know of your absence in advance.  If you have a serious emergency on the day of an exam, please see me as soon as possible to schedule a make-up test.

3. The formats of the midterms and final exam will be announced later on during the semester.

4. A Scantron form No. 882-ES will be required for the scheduled quizzes.  
5. If you need assistance or just want to talk, please do not hesitate to see me during my office hours or make an appointment to see me another time.  You can always reach me by e-mail for any matter and I will respond within a day.  Assistance is also available through the Learning Assistance Center (Phone ext. 81993)

6. If you are interested in forming a study group for the exams please see me a few weeks prior to the mid-term.

7. There is one opportunity for extra credit in this course.  To receive the extra credit you must submit a three page typed outline of each chapter from Give Me Liberty!  All chapter outlines up to the day of the first midterm will be due on the day of that midterm and all of the following chapters up to the day of the final will be due on the day of the final exam.  You will receive 10 extra points towards your final grade for this extra work.
Lecture Schedule and Assigned Readings:

Week 1: August 25 and 27
Introduction: What is History?

Reconstruction and its Aftermath: A New Labor System

Read: Foner, Chapter 15

Week 2: Sept. 1 and 3
Industrialization, Labor,

Farmers and Politics in the Gilded Age

Read: Foner, Chapter 16

Week 3: Sept. 8 (No class, furlough) and 10
Westward Expansion and the Subjugation of the Native American

Read: Foner, Chapter 17
Week 4: Sept. 15 and 17
Strategies for Black Advancement 


Review: Foner, Chapter 17


Film: W.E.B. DuBois: A biography in four voices

Week 5: Sept. 22 and 24
Immigration and the Progressive Era
  Read: Foner, Chapters 18

Cohen, Out of the Shadow, all.

Quiz on Out of the Shadow: September 24
Week 6: Sept. 29 and October 1 (No class on Thursday, furlough day)
World War I

Read: Foner, Chapter 19

FIRST MIDTERM TAKE HOME EXAM IS DUE ON OCTOBER 1
Week 7: October 6 and 8
The 1920s

Film: A Job at Ford’s


Read: Foner, Chapter 20

Week 8: October 13 and 15
The Great Depression

Film: The Great Depression: Hitting Rock Bottom


Read: Foner, Chapter 21

Week 9: October 20 and 22
The New Deal and Modern Liberalism


Review: Foner, Chapter 21

Week 10: October 27 and 29
World War II at Home and Abroad

Read: Foner, Chapter 22

SECOND MIDTERM ON OCTOBER 29
Week 11: November 3 and 5
Beginning of the Cold War and the Era of Civil Rights

Film: Eyes on the Prize

Read: Foner, Chapters 23 and 24

Week 12: November 10 (No class: furlough day) and 12
The Civil Rights Movement

Week 13: November 17 and 19
Vietnam and the 1960s

Read: Foner, Chapter 25

Week 14: November 24 and 26 (Thanksgiving: no classes)
Week 15: December 1 and 3
Watergate and the Rise of Conservatism

Read: Foner, 26
Tygiel, Ronald Reagan, all.

Quiz on Ronald Reagan on December 3.
Week 16: December 8 and 10
Conservatism and its Aftermath



Read: Foner, Chapters 27 and 28
Final Exam: Thursday December 17 HSS 310, 1:30-4:00
History 121 

Study and discussion questions for Out of the Shadow
1. Under what circumstances does Rahel leave Russia?  Is there anything about this part of the Jewish immigrant experience that distinguishes it from other immigrant groups? 

2. What are Rahel’s first impressions of America?  How different is the world of the Lower East Side from her Russian shtetl?  What is work life like for the immigrants in this story?

3. What changes occur within Rahel’s family during the first years in the United States?  What role do children play in the experience of these immigrants?

4. How does Rahel and her family view America?  What does it mean for her to become an American?  What is the relationship between her Jewishness and becoming an American?  To what extent is she assimilated into American society?

5. How is Rahel’s personal journey similar and/or different from Lue Gim Gong’s journey?

6. What impact does Rahel’s illness have on her and her family?  How is she changed by her contact with settlement house workers?

7. What are Rahel’s dreams and what does she come to understand about her own place in the world?

8. How typical is Rahel’s immigrant experience? How much should this question concern us as historically minded readers?

9. Is this a story of success or failure?
This syllabus and the contents of this course are the sole property of Steve Leikin.  Use of this material for commercial purposes requires Steve Leikin’s permission


