UNIT ONE: THE QUEST FOR THE HISTORICAL JESUS

I. Introductory Remarks

A. The “past” Jesus

B. The “historical” Jesus

C. The “theological” Jesus

D. Approaches to the Study of Jesus: Outsiders and Insiders

E. The Two Caps Problem

F. See Ehrman, “Blue Book,” pp. 14-15, “Excursus:  The Historian and the Believer.”

II. Sources for the Historical Study of Jesus

A. The Twenty-Seven Books of the Christian New Testament

B. The Four Gospels: Mark, Matthew, Luke, John

C. The Synoptic Gospels: Mark, Matthew, Luke

D. Characteristics of the Synoptic Gospels

1. Written in Greek

2. Not the Earliest New Testament Books

a. Mark (68-69)

b. Matthew and Luke (80-90)

c. John (90-100)

3. Are the Synoptic Gospels Biographies? On this point see Chapter 5 in Ehrman, “The Blue Book.”

a. John 12:12-16

4. Were the Synoptic Gospel Authors Eye-Witnesses to the Things They

       Record? (Source Criticism. Check the index un Ehrman, :The Blue Book,” and read the appropriate pages.)

a. Luke 1:1-4

b. John 21:23-24

5. The Structure of the Synoptic Gospels (Form Criticism. Check the index in Ehrman, “The Blue Book,” and read the appropriate pages.)

a. Earlier Oral and Written Traditions

b. Gospel Units: The Pericope

c. The “Q” Source. The Gospel of Thomas (Nag Hammadi)

d. Where Do Jesus’ Sayings Come From?

1. Prophets and Ecstasy: I Corinthians 14, Matthew 7:22, Acts 13:1

2. Matthew 18:20

e. Jesus “Fulfills” the Scriptures of Israel: Matthew 2:23

E. The Criteria of Authenticity

1. The Criterion of Independent or Multiple Attestation

2. The Criterion of Dissimilarity

3. The Criterion of Coherence or Textual Credibility

4. The Criterion of “Aramaisms”

5. Jesus’ Crucifixion 

Required Reading:

Ehrman, in the “Blue Book,” Chapters 1-5 and 14.

