History 328 (01)





   Telephone: (415) 338-7563

Fall, 2009






     
         Office: SCI 265

Mr. Kidner





            Office Hours: Tu 12:30-1:30









    e-mail: fkidner@sfsu.edu







                      Telephone: 338-1135







                 NOTE: Email is the preferred

                                                                                        
  means of communication.


THE EARLY CHRISTIAN CHURCH TO 313 CE

Note: (1) This course fulfills a General Education Segment III requirement in the “Religious  Studies” cluster, Category C. (2) This course requires a minimum of ten pages of writing which will be corrected and graded by the instructor. (3) Students will not receive Segment III credit for this course unless they complete the cluster as described in the University’s Class Schedule and Bulletin.

Books Required for the Course:

1. Bart D. Ehrman, The New Testament: A Historical Introduction  to the Early Christian 
Writings, 4th  ed. (Oxford).

2. Bart D. Ehrman (ed.), The New Testament and Other Early Christian Writings: A 
Reader, 2nd ed. (Oxford).

3. Joyce E. Salisbury, Perpetua’s Passion (Routledge).

A. The following books should be read before the mid-term examination:

1. Ehrman, The New Testament and Other Early Christian Writings..., pp. 1–123.

2. Ehrman, The New Testament: A Historical Introduction..., pp. 17-140, 208–214.

MID-TERM EXAMINATION: Thursday, October 1.

B. The following books should be read before the final examination:

1. Ehrman, The New Testament and Other Early Christian Writings..., pp. 124–419.

2. Ehrman, The New Testament: A Historical Introduction..., pp.141 -208, 214–500.

FINAL EXAMINATION:  Thursday. December 17, 10:45AM – 1:15PM.

Examinations: There will be one mid-term  and one final examination. The mid-term examination will cover the first half of the course. The final examination will cover the second half of the course. You should plan to write six to eight pages for each examination in order to answer the examination questions properly.

Papers: All students are required to write a book review (6-8 pp. typed and double-spaced) on Joyce E. Salisbury’s Perpetua’s Passion. A separate assignment sheet for this exercise will be handed out early in the semester. This review is due at the beginning of the class period on Tuesday, November 17. Late papers will be penalized (see below).
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Classified graduate students in History must complete all the course requirements listed above. In addition, they must submit two six page book reviews. Graduate students in fields other than History and any unclassified graduate students must complete all the course requirements and submit one additional six page book review. An assignment sheet for these reviews will be handed out early in the semester. Books for review must be chosen from the following list:

Boyarin, Daniel. Dying for God: Martyrdom and the Making of Christianity and


Judaism.

Cohen, Shaye J. D. From the Maccabees to the Mishnah.

Davis, Stephen J. The Cult of Saint Thecla.

Ehrman, Bart D. The Orthodox Corruption of Scripture.

Filoramo, Giovanni. A History of Gnosticism.

Fredriksen, Paula. Jesus of Nazareth, King of the Jews.

______________. From Jesus to Christ: The Origins of the New Testament Images of


Jesus.

Hoffman, Daniel H. The Status of Women and Gnosticism in Irenaeus and



Tertullian.
Kee, Howard Clark. Christian Origins in Sociological Perspective.
________________. Miracle in the Early Christian World.
Malina, Bruce J. The Social World of Jesus. 

Malina, Bruce J. and Jerome H. Neyrey. Portraits of Paul: An Archaeology of Ancient 
Personality.

Meeks, Wayne A, The Moral World of the First Christians.

Meier, John P. A Marginal Jew: Rethinking the Historical Jesus.

Vol. 1: The Roots of the Problem and the Person.

Vol. 2: Mentor, Message, and Miracles.


Vol. 3: Companions and Competitors.


Vol. 4: Law and Love.
Reed, Jonathan L. Archaeology and the Galilean Jesus. 

Stark, Rodney. The Rise  of Christianity. 

Witherington, Ben, III. Jesus the Sage.

The first (or only) graduate book review is due on Thursday, September 24. The second graduate review is due on the same day as the Salisbury review, Tuesday, November 17. Late papers will be penalized (see below).

NOTE: If a student has already read or written on one of the above titles for any undergraduate or graduate course here or at another university, he or she may not select that work for a graduate review.
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NOTE: Classified graduate students in History who have completed or are now taking History 700 are expected to incorporate the knowledge and skills gained from that course in all three of their reviews.

NOTE: Graduate students must inform the instructor in writing of the book(s) they will be reviewing two weeks before the due date of the review. Students may not change the books for review after that time.

NOTE: Late book reviews, whether graduate or undergraduate, will be accepted, with penalty, for two days after due dates. A  late assignment will be lowered one full grade. Thus  “B” work will become  “C” work. No assignments will be accepted after the two day late period and students will receive an “F” grade for the work not turned in and an “F” in the course (see below).

All required books are available in the Franciscan Shops Bookstore and most of the others are on two-hour or two-day reserve in the library (Garden Room).

This course is a history of the Christian Church from its beginnings to the conversion of Constantine. There is a concentration  on (a) the “quest for the historical Jesus,” (b) the relationship between orthodoxy and heresy with special emphasis on the Gnostics, (c) the 

phenomenon of martyrdom, (d) the social and political activities of the early Christians, and (e) the development of worship.

Students will be able to become familiar with some of the important developments in the initial history of Christianity which can prepare them for further work in the field or enable them to compare the beginnings and first development of Christianity with comparable phenomena in the history of other world religions.

Students will receive letter grades on all assignments. There will be no grading curve. 

All written work will be graded on content and on grammar, spelling, and punctuation.

Course grades will be determined in the following ways:

Undergraduate Students
Mid-Term Examination: 1/3 of the course grade.

Book Report: 1/3 of the course grade.

Final Examination: 1/3 of the course grade.

Unclassified Graduate Students and Classified Graduate Students in Fields Other Than History:

Mid-Term Examination: 1/4 of the course grade.

Book Reports (2): 1/4 of the course grade for each.

History 328 (01)

Fall, 2009

Mr. Kidner

Final Examination: 1/4 of the course grade.

Classified Graduate Students in History:
Mid-Term Examination: 1/5 of the course grade.

Book Reports (3): 1/5 of the course grade for each.

Final Examination: 1/5 of the course grade.

Please note the following:

1.  This is a lecture course.

2.  The mid-term examination will be given only on the day and at the time announced by the instructor. The final examination will be given only on the day and at the time announced in the Fall, 2009 Schedule of Classes. Under absolutely no circumstances will examinations be given earlier than these days and times. Consideration for make-up examinations will be given only if the student presents a written excuse from a physician, counselor, or sports team coach. If a make-up final examination is approved by the instructor, the student will have to fill out an incomplete grade petition available in the History Department Office (SCI 276). Once an examination is underway, a student will not be allowed to leave the classroom for any reason until he or she has turned in the examination.

3. During examinations and quizzes no operating electronic devices of any kind are permitted in the classroom.

4. Students are asked to turn of their cell phones on entering the classroom.

5. Students not listed on the Fourth Week Class List for this course are not enrolled in the course. Work submitted by them will not receive consideration from the instructor.

6. If a student cannot finish the course requirements by the end of the semester, it is his or her responsibility to withdraw from the course. The instructor will not issue instructor-initiated withdrawals or incompletes. Student-initiated incompletes will be approved only for serious, documented cause.

7. If a student fails to turn in all required papers, book reviews, and the like, and to take all required examinations, and is not granted an “Incomplete Grade” by the instructor (see above), the student will receive an “F” grade for the course as a whole. It is therefore imperative that all written work be turned in during the stipulated time periods and that all examinations be taken on the stipulated dates.
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