History/Social Science 681 :  Community Service Learning in the Schools, Fall 2009

Instructor:  Dr. Sherry Keith

Office Hours:  Wednesdays, 4:45 – 5:45 and by appointment, Science 227

Telephone:  415- 338-1669, e-mail: skeith@sfsu.edu
History/Social Science 681 fulfills  the following requirements:

* Segment III requirement for Integrating the Social  Sciences (Category C:  Interdisciplinary Social Science Applied)
* an elective  course requirement for Environmental Studies and History majors.   
* the “Early Field Experience” requirement for entrance into any single or multiple subject credential program in the state of California
Course Description:  Community service learning in schools offers upper division students the opportunity to work directly with elementary, middle and high schools reflecting the diversity of  the San Francisco Bay Area.  This field based course provides a close look at teaching in elementary, middle and high schools along with an opportunity  to share knowledge and skills students are developing through their academic studies at SFSU.  Students volunteer a minimum of 45 hours in a classroom, school garden, or nature based educational program linked with a school.   Volunteer activities may include tutoring, facilitating small group discussions, preparing materials,  reading student papers, assisting students with independent projects and research papers, and computer based instruction and curriculum development.   In addition to volunteer activities in the schools,  the course  is designed to help  students develop their skills as  active participant observers of  classroom process and as an introduction to several fundamental topics related to teaching:  classroom climate; curriculum and instruction; and assessment of student learning.  To integrate the volunteer experience with the course readings and lecture, students participate actively in class discussions, prepare a professional resume and write three reflection papers.  

Course Objectives:

· participants will have direct experience in an elementary, middle or secondary school classroom

· participants will use academic knowledge and skills developed through their undergraduate studies in a classroom setting

· participants will develop participant observations skills as part of their volunteer experience

· participants will  reflect on their   volunteer  experience via discussion with their peers

· participants will reflect and analyze key aspects of the educational process in the classrooms where they volunteer via reading assignments class discussions, and written reflections.

Course Requirements:
· a professional resume submitted by the second class meeting (5 pts) 

· a letter of introduction to prospective supervising teacher (5pts)

· Live Scan Fingerprints (5pts)

· TB test (5pts)

· Signed Placement Form (5 pts)

· three 5 page reflection papers  (10 pts each = 30 pts)  

· class participation   (5 pts for each discussion session = total of 45 pts)

· 45  hours of certified volunteer work in one or two social studies/history classrooms    (100 points)
Required Reading:

In Schools We Trust  Deborah Meir
Bring Learning Alive!  Bert Bower, et al.

Discovering a Sense of Place , Northwest Earth Institute

Place-Based Education:  Connecting Classrooms and Communities  David Sobel
 “The Theory of Multiple Intelligence”,  Howard Gardner (on e-reserve)

“The Problem of Education”  David Orr (on e-reserve)

Weekly Syllabus

Week 1 (August 26)  
 
Activities: Course Overview  and Participant Introductions
Week 2 (September 2)  
Activities:  Lecture/discussion Creating a Positive Classroom 

      Environment,  Placement Opportunity Panel 
Reading:  Part 2,  Bring Learning Alive!
Assignment:  Resume and letter of introduction due in class

Identification of field placement 

Week 3 (September 9)  
Activities:  Field Trip to Commodore Sloat Elementary School
Reading:   “Part One:  Trust and the Culture of Schools”  Deborah Meir  In Schools We Trust 
Assignment:  Live Scan Fingerprints and TB Test results complete and Identify Field       Placement and bring Signed Placement Agreement form to class. 



Week 4 (September 16) 
Activities:  Fieldwork  and Field trip to Lake Merced
Reading: “The Problem of Education”  David Orr (e-reserve)

                 Session 1 readings in Discovering a Sense of Place
Assignment:  Be prepared to give short written answers to any of the “Possible 
                  Discussion Questions” at beginning of session.
Week 5 (September 23)  
Activities:  Fieldwork
Reading:    Session 2:  Responsibility to Place in Discovering a Sense of Place
Assignment:  Adapt the Discussion questions for use in an elementary, middle or high school classroom for discussion and to hand in.
Week 6 (September 30)   
Activities:  Fieldwork (no class)
Assignment:
Reflection paper 1 due

Week 7  (October 7):  
Activities: Fieldwork,  Presentation:  Abbey Jaramillo, Director, Urban Sprouts
Reading:  “Theory of Multiple Intelligence” Howard Gardner and Walters on e-reserve

       “Session 5:  Time and Creativity” readings on e-reserve 
Week 8 (October 14):  

Activities:  Fieldwork and Field Trip, Saturday, October 11 to Immigration Station at
                  Angel Island
Reading:  Bring Learning Alive!  Part 1   
Activities:  Student demonstration of Instructional Strategies in Bring Learning Alive!, Part 1 using Part 5, Sample Lesson Plans
Week 9 (October 21)  

Activities:  Fieldwork and Presentation by SPICE  Gary Mukai, Director on curriculum for global education
Reading:    Place-Based Education (all) David Sobel and curriculum from SPICE Projects
Week 10 (October 28)  

Activities:  Fieldwork

Reading:    Frameworks and Standards for California Public Schools (California State

                  Department of Education website.  Pick the subject area that most interests

                   you and  read both the standards and the framework)
Week 11 (November 4) 

Activities:  Fieldwork, Discussion/Reflection Session:  Pedagogy & Curriculum

Reading:  Session 3:  Knowing Your Bioregion and Session 4:  Mapping Your Place both

                 in Discovering a Sense of Place
Activities:  Bio-Regional Quiz, in class , mapping exercise in Appendix C and discussion of assigned readings in each session

Week 12 (November 11)
Activities:  Fieldwork (no class)
Assignment:
Reflection Paper 2 due

Week 13 (November 18) 


Activities: Fieldwork

Reading: “Part II:  Testing and Trust” In Schools We Trust
Week 14 (November 25)   

Activities:  Fieldwork (no class) 
Reading: “Part II:  Testing and Trust”  In Schools We Trust
Week 15 (December 2) Activities:  Fieldwork
Reading:  “Part II:  A Broader Vision” from In Schools We Trust
                  “Session VI:  Building Local Community” in Discovering a Sense of Place
Week 16 (December 9) 

Activities:   Fieldwork
Reading:   “Session VII:  Empowerment” and “Session VIII:  Celebration” in 

                  Discovering a Sense of Place
Assignment:  Reflection Paper 3  and Field experience evaluation due 
