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History/Women Studies 575, Women in China and Japan

MWF 1:10-2:00   HSS 278

Fall, 2009

Instructor: Prof. Pi-ching Hsu

Office: Science 265A

Phone: (415) 338-7536

E-mail: pchsu@sfsu.edu

Office Hours: M 2:10-3:00, W 3:10-4:00, F 10:10-11:00

The purpose of this course is to study the social, cultural, political, and economic lives of women in China and Japan from the early modern to the contemporary times. Earlier history will also be referred to when relevant. We will address the issues of constraint and fulfillment, discourse and reality, and look at the changing faces of Chinese and Japanese women in family, school, and work. This course is interdisciplinary. We will consult historical as well as literary, linguistic, religious, anthropological, and sociological materials, as we reconstruct the lives of women in China and Japan in recent centuries.

*  This class fulfills History Major and Minor & Pacific Asian Studies Minor Requirement.

*
This class is part of General Education Segment III Asian Society, Politics, and Culture Cluster.

*  To receive Segment III credit for this course, students must complete the cluster as described in the Class Schedule and Bulletin, including the requirement that they must have earned 60 units by the end of the semester in which they take the course.

Mode of Instruction:  lecture, films, classroom discussion of assigned readings, oral presentations, exams, and essay assignment

Texts:

Bryna Goodman and Wendy Larson, ed., Gender in Motion: Divisions of Labor and Cultural Change in Late Imperial and Modern China

Barbara Molony & Kathleen Uno, ed., Gendering Modern Japanese History
Requirements:

Class Participation: Please do all required reading before class and be prepared for class discussions. Attendance will be taken throughout the semester and your performance will be noted. Always bring your textbook to the class.

Exams: There is a China exam as well as a Japan exam, covering the reading, the lecture, and the discussion. Both exams are in-class, including multiple choice and identification of terms. Study guides will be distributed before the exams. No make-up exams wil be given without compelling reason.
Essays: There is an essay assignment on gender history for China as well as Japan (five pages each). Topics will be given a week in advance. No extension will be granted.
Performance Characteristics to Guide Grading of Essays:

 (Based on the criteria of CSET: Social Science Exam)
*
PURPOSE: The extent to which the student responds to the question’s/assignment’s charge in relation to relevant subject matter requirements.

*
SUBJECT MATTER KNOWLEDGE: The application of accurate subject matter knowledge as described in the relevant subject matter requirements.

*
SUPPORT: The appropriateness and quality of the supporting evidence in relation to the relevant subject matter requirements.

*
DEPTH AND BREADTH OF UNDERSTANDING: The degree to which the essay demonstrates understanding of the relevant subject matter requirements.

Grading:

2 Exams
45%

Research Paper
45%

Class Participation
10%

93 & up   A
90-92     A-
87-89     B+
83-86     B

80-82     B-
77-79     C+
73-76     C
70-72     C-

67-69     D+
63-66     D
60-62     D-
below 60   F

All requirements have to be fulfilled to get a passable grade. "Incomplete" will be granted only upon written request, with good reason, and when the student has completed and passed at least 75% of the course requirements. “WU” (Unauthorized Withdrawal) will be assigned if the student fails to fulfil all requirements by the final exam day without filling out a petition for Incomplete or Withdrawal.

Schedule of Classes:

8/26:
Introduction to the Course

Women in China

Overview of Chinese Gender History

8/28:
READ: Gender in Motion, Introduction

Women in the Family and the Community

8/31:
READ: Gender in Motion, Ch. 1
9/2:
READ: Gender in Motion, Ch. 2

9/4:
State Budget Closure Day. No Class.

9/7:
Labor Day. No Class.

9/9:
READ: Gender in Motion, Ch. 4
Women Out in the Open: Actresses, Courtesans, Students, and Feminists
9/11:
READ: Gender in Motion, Ch. 3

9/14:
READ: Gender in Motion, Ch. 5
9/16:
READ: Gender in Motion, Ch. 6

9/18:
READ: Gender in Motion, Ch. 7

9/21:
FILM: Through Chinese Women’s Eyes (#89350) (52 min.)

Maoist Influence on Women

9/23:
READ: Gender in Motion, Ch. 8

9/25:
READ: Gender in Motion, Ch. 9
Boundary-Crossing & Women’s Economic Lives
9/28:
READ: Gender in Motion, Ch. 10

9/30:
READ: Gender in Motion, Ch. 11
10/2:
READ: Gender in Motion, Ch. 12

10/5:
READ: Gender in Motion, Ch. 13

10/7:
Review

10/9:
CHINA EXAM
Women in Japan

Overview of Japanese Gender History

10/12:
CHINA ESSAY DUE


FILM: Geisha (#83083) (51 min.)
10/14:
READ: Gendering Modern Japanese History, Introduction

Ideal Woman & Man Out of the Japanese School
10/16:
READ: Gendering Modern Japanese History, Ch. 1

10/19:
READ: Gendering Modern Japanese History, Ch. 2

10/21:
READ: Gendering Modern Japanese History, Ch. 3

10/23:
State Budget Closure Day. No Class.

10/26:
State Budget Closure Day. No Class.
Sex, Sexuality & Procreation

10/28:
READ: Gendering Modern Japanese History, Ch. 4 (first half)

10/30:
READ: Gendering Modern Japanese History, Ch. 4 (second half)

11/2:
READ: Gendering Modern Japanese History, Ch. 5

11/4:
READ: Gendering Modern Japanese History, Ch. 6

Women in Wartime Japan

11/6:
READ: Gendering Modern Japanese History, Ch. 7

11/9:
READ: Gendering Modern Japanese History, Ch. 8

11/11:
Veteran’s Day. No Class.

11/13:
READ: Gendering Modern Japanese History, Ch. 9

Career Women: Gender, Class, and Ethnicity

11/16:
READ: Gendering Modern Japanese History, Ch. 10 

11/18:
READ: Gendering Modern Japanese History, Ch. 11

11/20:
READ: Gendering Modern Japanese History, Ch. 12

11/23-27:
Thanksgiving Recess.  No Classes.

Theorizing Gender

11/30:
READ: Gendering Modern Japanese History, Ch. 13

12/2:
READ: Gendering Modern Japanese History, Ch. 14

12/4:
READ: Gendering Modern Japanese History, Ch. 15

12/7:
READ: Gendering Modern Japanese History, Ch. 16

12/9:
Review

12/11:
JAPAN EXAM


12/14:
JAPAN ESSAY DUE


FILM: Beauty in China (EAC 0378) (26 min.)


Discussion of the film (mandatory participation)

1/5:
Semester grades available online by midnight.

Merry Christmas & Happy New Year

