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MWF 8:30-9, 10-11, 12-1

SYLLABUS

“The study of ancient history exposes the core and thus the bedrock

of modern life.”


----Barry Kemp, Ancient Egypt:  Anatomy of a Civilization

A living connection exists between the past and the present:  in order to understand what is going on today we must begin by looking into the distant past.  Focusing on various aspects of politics, religion, and culture, we will examine the history of and interconnections between several civilizations around the world, from Africa and Eurasia to Mesoamerica.  Each of the three major units of our course begins with a revolution that continues to influence our lives even to this day.  Our goal is to come to a better understanding of ourselves through understanding those who came before us.  This course satisfies part of both the General Education requirements and the Secondary Education Subject Matter Competency requirements.

“The Master said: ‘For my part, I am not endowed with innate knowledge. I

 am simply a man who loves the past and who is also diligent in investigating it.’”


----Confucius, Analects 7.20

Reading List:


Getz, T., Hoffman, R. and Rodriguez, J, Exchanges:  A Global Reader, volume one

 (Pearson)

Sandars, N.K., trans., The Epic of Gilgamesh (Penguin)


Sima Qian, The First Emperor:  Selections from the Historical Records (Oxford
 University Press)


Suetonius, The Twelve Caesars (Penguin, 2007)

Wright, David, trans., Beowulf (Penguin)


Ibn Battuta, The Travels of Ibn Battuta (Dover)
Examinations:


First Hour Exam:  Sept. 28 (20%)


Second Hour Exam:  Oct. 21 (20%)


Quizzes (Monday or Friday):  Sept. 4, Sept. 21, Oct. 12, Nov. 2, Nov. 16, Dec. 7 (20%)


Final Examination:  Dec. 18, 8:00-10:15 a.m. (40%)
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Clio, the Muse of History

Reading and Lecture Schedule:

Part I.  The Origins and Development of Civilization
1. Aug. 26-Sept. 4:  Environmental Challenges—Floods, Forests, and the Agricultural
Revolution


Getz, Hoffman, and Rodriguez, Exchanges, pp. 1-55


Epic of Gilgamesh, pp. 15-16, 28-30, 36-43, 70-84, 97-119


Beowulf, pp. 16, 58-61



Sima Qian, p. 102
2. Sept. 5-11:  The Thunderbolt of Zeus:  Polytheism and the Ancient Cosmos
Getz, Hoffman, Rodriguez, Exchanges, pp. 112-133
Epic of Gilgamesh, pp. 23-30, 61-69, 108-113

Beowulf, pp. 16-19, 29-31, 37

Sima Qian, pp. 74-79, 95-102

Suetonius, The Twelve Caesars, “Augustus,” sections 90-94; “Tiberius,” sections 36 and 

69; “Caligula,” section 57; and “Nero,” sections 11-12, and 56.

3. The Urban Revolution:  Politics, Society, and Religion of the City-State
[The readings in each selection from Exchanges includes all three geographic areas]
A. Sept. 12-16:  Mesopotamia:  The Origin of Cities
Getz, Hoffman, and Rodriguez, Exchanges, pp. 56-71
Epic of Gilgamesh, pp. 7-23, 61-63, 70-75, 93-96, 114-119

B. Sept. 17-22:  Greece and the Mediterranean: The Particularism of the City-State 
Getz, Hoffman, and Rodriguez, Exchanges, pp. 72-86, 180-181
C. Sept. 23-27:  The Maya:  The Threats to Cities and the City-State
Getz, Hoffman, and Rodriguez, Exchanges, pp. 87-106, 178-180
FIRST HOUR EXAMINATION:  September 28
Part II:  Transition to Transformation:  From Islands of Culture to Regional World Systems

4. A World Revolution:  The Axial Age and New Visions of the Universe and Society

Readings for the entire unit:

Getz, Hoffman, and Rodriguez, Exchanges, pp. 107-111, 134-159, 164-168, 172-176,


177-180, 192-198


Sima Qian, xxi-xxix, 9, 25-29, 31, 39, 41-44, 61-66, 72-80, 141-142
A. Sept. 29-Oct. 5:  Greece and the Ionian Intellectual Revolution—Did the Gods Die?
B. Oct. 6-8:  The Near East and the New Prophets—A Universal God
C. Oct. 9-13:  India and the Buddha—A Rejection of Vedic India
D. Oct. 14-19:  China and Confucius—A Critique of Society and Politics 
SECOND HOUR EXAM:  OCTOBER 21

5. Two Universal (and Very Successful) Empires
A. Oct. 22-28:  Qin and Han Chin:  Creation of a Universal Culture
Getz, Hoffman, and Rodriguez, Exchanges, pp. 157-164, 177-178, 184-185, 190-192 
Sima Qian, pp. vii-xx, xxix-xxxiv, 3-9, 23-51, 61-94, 119-128
B. Oct. 29-Nov. 4:  The Roman Empire:  Creation of a Universal People
Getz, Hoffman, and Rodriguez, Exchanges, pp. 168-172, 185-190, 199-201
Suetonius, The Twelve Caesars, “Julius Caesar,” sections 1-43, 77-89; “Augustus” 

[entire]; “Claudius,” sections 1-25.
Part III:  The Transformation and Rebirth of World Systems
6. The Emergence of Two Monotheistic Religions and Cultures
A. Nov. 5-13:  The Creation of the Res Publica Christiana
Getz, Hoffman, and Rodriguez, Exchanges, pp. 203-221, 240-243, 230-234, 236-237,

246-249, 267-270, 288-290, 301-304, 336-338
 Ibn Battuta, pp. 18-21, 74-85

Beowulf, pp. 14-20, 27-69, 93-101
B. Nov. 14-20:  Islamdom, from Sea to Shining Sea
Getz, Hoffman, and Rodriguez, Exchanges, pp. 221-224, 244-245, 261-262, 270-277,

336-338

Ibn Battuta, pp. 1-3, 9-13, 29-57, 62, 148-157, 179-181, 221-225 

[variations of religious beliefs in Islam and Islam’s geographic distribution]

7. A New Millennium, 500-1500 C.E. 
A. Nov. 21-Dec. 4:  The Silk (and Sea) Roads, and an Empire on Horseback
Getz, Hoffman, and Rodriguez, Exchanges, pp. 244-245, 249-255, 261-267, 279-294,
 299-301, 309-314, 319-334, 340-343

Ibn Battuta, pp. 47-51, 55-64, 68-71, 86-118, 139-145, 166-175, 201-221

B. Dec. 7-10:  Worlds on the Periphery
[how societies on the periphery adopt and adapt culture from the center]

Getz, Hoffman, and Rodriguez, Exchanges, pp. 182-184, 239-240, 274-275, 290-291,

304-309, 338-340; 255-259, 301-302, 334-336 
Ibn Battuta, pp. 229-243

Beowulf, pp. 71-101 
C. Dec. 10-14:  A Mexican Empire:   Tenochtitlán and beyond
Getz, Hoffman, and Rodriguez, Exchanges, pp. 179-180, 224-229, 237-239, 294-298,
 314-318, 333-334, 343-354 

FINAL EXAMINATION:  DECEMBER 18, 8:00 to 10:30 a.m.
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The New World and the Old World Come Together:
Moctezuma II Xocoyotzin and Hernán Cortés
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