History 642-2

The United States, Vietnam, and the War

Thursdays, 4:10-6:55pm

HSS 287
Professor Jessica Elkind




Office Hours:

Office: Science 272; (415) 405-0361


Tues. 2-4, Thurs. 11-12
Email: jelkind@sfsu.edu




or by appointment


This course explores American involvement in Vietnam between 1945-1975, with particular emphasis on the intersections between diplomatic, political, social, and cultural history.  The topics and readings will consider US intervention from various perspectives, including high-level American and Vietnamese policy makers, as well as soldiers and civilians from North and South Vietnam and the United States.  Students will be introduced to the essential elements of the historical process—they will learn to read and think critically about primary and secondary historical sources and also conduct research and present their findings in an in-class presentation and final paper.  

The central component of this seminar will be the discussions during our weekly meetings.  Therefore, students are required to attend every seminar meeting, and they will be expected to have completed all the reading and come to class prepared to participate actively in discussions and activities.  Any student who needs to miss a class for medical or personal reasons must contact the instructor ahead of time.  Unexcused absences will be reflected in a lower final grade, and students who have two or more unexcused absences will receive no credit for the participation portion of the grade.  

All reading assignments are required, and students are expected to purchase a course reader and four books: George Herring’s America’s Longest War, Christian Appy’s Patriots, Bao Ninh’s The Sorrow of War, and Tim O’Brien’s The Things They Carried.   The course reader and all four books are available at the university bookstore.

The format for class meetings will vary slightly each week.  Some weeks, the instructor will present a short lecture on important material not covered by the assigned reading.  Each week, students will participate in an in-class activity, which will be announced and explained ahead of time.  These activities are intended to help the students integrate the readings into our class discussions and develop a broader understanding of the themes and issues raised by the readings.  A general discussion of that week’s topic will follow, and all students are expected to contribute to these discussions.

In addition to participating in seminar activities and discussions, students will conduct research on a topic of their choosing and present their findings in a 12-15 page paper, due at the end of the semester.  Students should consult both primary and secondary sources for these papers.  During the semester, students will turn in a 1-2 paragraph proposal, a bibliography, and an outline and thesis for the research paper.  An assessment of these exercises will be included in the final grade for the paper.  Students will also read and edit one of their classmate’s papers.  Finally, students will give a short oral presentation of their research to the class during our final two class meetings.  Research papers may explore any aspect of American involvement in Vietnam, and the instructor will assist students in choosing and developing an appropriate topic.  Late papers will not be accepted.  

** Graduate students will write slightly longer research papers.  Their papers should be around 20 pages and should contain an historiographical section that considers the major trends, arguments, and contributions in the scholarship on the given topic.

Final grades will be broken down as follows:


25% Attendance and participation in weekly discussions


20% Weekly activities


10% Presentation of research


5% Peer editing


40% Research paper  (including proposal, bibliography, outline/thesis)

Weekly Topics and Assignments

Week One, August 27


Introduction

--Overview of syllabus and course, brief lecture on and discussion of recent

Vietnamese history and US foreign policy after World War II

Week Two, September 3


World War II, the First Indochina War, and the Geneva Agreement

--Reading: George Herring, America’s Longest War, chapter 1 



Vietnamese Declaration of Independence (2 pages)



Final Declaration of the Geneva Conference (3 pages)



George Kahin, Intervention, chapter 3  (66-92) 



Appy--Preface; Part 1 (optional); “History is Not Made With Ifs” (35-37);




Prunier (38-40)



--Activity: Pretend you are a US diplomat in attendance at the Geneva conference;

write a short memo (1-2 pages) to Secretary of State John Foster Dulles with your recommendations for what approach the US should take with respect to Vietnam.  Bring your typed memo to class.

Week Three, September 10


The Republic of Vietnam (RVN) and US Nation Building Programs


--Reading: Kahin, first section of chapter 4 (93-101)



Herring, chapters 2 and 3



John F. Kennedy’s speech, “America’s Stake in Vietnam” (5 pages)



Vu Van Thai, “Vietnam’s Concept of Development” (4 pages)



Appy--“Deliver Us From Evil” (44-46); Redmond, Phillips and Ngo Vinh




Long 
(47-59); “Kick the Tires and Light the Fires” (60-61); Olsen,




Malcom Browne and Le Lieu Browne (62-78)

--Activity: In-class small group project 

Week Four, September 17


The National Liberation Front and the Democratic Republic of Vietnam

(DRV)

--Reading: Kahin, remainder of chapter 4 (101-121)

Robert Brigham, Guerilla Diplomacy, chapters 1 and 2 (1-39)

Vo Nguyen Giap, People’s War, People’s Army, (3 pages)



     Appy--Giap (41-43); Khrushchev (87-89)

--Activity: Bring three questions (typed) based on readings to ask class during

discussion.    


Week Five, September 24


Going to War: US Policy Makers and the Decision to Send Ground Troops


--Reading: Herring, chapter 4



Kahin, chapter 9 (236-259) 



Tonkin Gulf Resolution (1 page)



Appy--“The Emperor Has No Clothes” (79-80); Kattenburg, Colbert and




Chester Cooper (81-86); “Trails to War” (101-102); “You Want Me to




Start World War III?” (112-114); Thomson (115-117); Charles Cooper 1




(121-123); 
Rostow (124-127)


--Activity: In-class debate

**PROPOSAL DUE IN CLASS AND TOPICS FOR RESEARCH PAPER DUE AT INDIVIDUAL MEETINGS

Week Six, October 1


The Ground War, Part 1: 1965 through the Tet Offensive


--Reading: 



Kahin, pages 306-314



Herring, chapters 5 and 6 



Brigham, chapters 3 and 4 (40-74)



Appy--Hare (76-78); Singlaub (90-93); “Central Highlands” (128-129); Deal




and Just (130-137); “Air War” (200-201); Schell (202-208); Luu Huy




Chao (212-214); “Tet” (285-287); Tran Vn Tan (288-289); Nguyen Qui




Duc, Gabriel and Tuan Van Ban (295-303)

--Activity: In-class writing assignment

Week Seven, October 8

The Ground War, Part 2: My Lai, the Invasion of Cambodia, and Nixon’s War


--Reading: Herring, chapter 7 



Brigham, chapter 5 (75-93)



Appy--Branfman (217-220); “My Lai” (343-345); Colburn and Bernhardt 



(346-353); “From Cambodia to Kent State” (377-379); Lake, Langguth 



and Grace (380-392); Haig (397-401)


--Activity: Bring three questions (typed) based on readings to ask class during

discussion.   


**BIBLIOGRAPHY FOR RESEARCH PAPER DUE 



Week Eight, October 15


Fighting for Peace: The Paris Peace Talks and the Anti-War Movement in

the US

--Reading: Melvin Small, At the Water’s Edge, selected chapters



Brigham, chapter 6



Appy-- “From Civil Rights to Antiwar” (142); Bond (143-145); Welsh


(150-155); Kehler (231-237); “Antiwar Escalations” (262-264);


 Gitlin, Engelhardt and Rothstein (265-278); Nguyen Thi Binh and


 Nguyen Khac Huynh (465-469)


--Activity: In-class small group project


Week Nine, October 22

Vietnamese Experiences of the War


--Reading: Bao Ninh, The Sorrow of War, all


--Activity: Write a two page journal entry that contains your reaction and

response to this week’s reading.  Typed copies of the journal entry will be collected in class.

Week Ten, October 29


American Experiences of the War


--Reading: Tim O’Brien, The Things They Carried, selected stories: “The Things



They Carried”, “Spin”, “On the Rainy River”, “How to Tell a True War



Story”, “The Man I 
Killed”, “Ambush”, “Speaking of Courage”, “Notes”, 



“In the Field”, “Good Form”, “The Lives of the Dead”


--Activity: Write a two page journal entry that contains your reaction and


response to this week’s reading.  Typed copies of the journal entry will be


collected in class.


Week Eleven, November 5


NO CLASS—Use this time to work on your research papers.
Week Twelve, November 12


The Legacy of the Vietnam War, Part 1: Victory, Defeat, Loss, and Refugees


--Reading: Herring, chapter 8


James Freeman, Hearts of Sorrow, chapters 20, 28, 30, 36, 37, 39 (209-




223, 293-302, 313-319, 376-390, 409-413)


Appy-- “Collapse” (493-495); Snepp and Truong Tran (496-507); Part 6 




(515-550)

--Activity: Bring three questions (typed) based on readings to ask class during

discussion.



**OUTLINE AND THESIS PARAGRAPH OF RESEARCH PAPER DUE


Week Thirteen, November 19



The Legacy of the Vietnam War, Part 2: Recent US Foreign Policy


--Reading: Robert Brigham, Is Iraq Another Vietnam, selected chapters 


--Activity: In-class debate
 

November 23-27 FALL RECESS--ENJOY THE THANKSGIVING HOLIDAY!

Week Fourteen, December 3


Presentations on Research Papers (First half of class)


**DRAFT OF PAPER DUE FOR PEER REVIEW AND EDITING

Week Fifteen, December 10


Presentations on Research Papers  (Second half of class)

**RETURN PEER REVIEWED PAPER TO AUTHOR
Tuesday, DECEMBER 15 (Finals Week)

**FINAL PAPERS DUE

