History 460

American Foreign Relations to 1913

Tuesdays & Thursdays, 9:35-10:50am

HSS 287

Professor Jessica Elkind





Office Hours:



Office: Science 272; (415) 405-0361



Tues. 2-4, Thurs. 11-12

Email: jelkind@sfsu.edu





or by appointment

Teaching Assistant: Terra Caldwell

Email: terrali@sfsu.edu

This course explores the transformation of American foreign relations from the revolutionary period until the eve of World War I.  The topics and readings will focus on territorial expansion to the Pacific Ocean; American relations with European powers; US involvement in Latin America, Asia and Africa; cultural and economic diplomacy; and the creation of an overseas empire.  Students will consider a number of questions and themes that are central to the study of American foreign relations, including the following: What has been the role of the presidency in making foreign policy?  How did political, social, economic and cultural developments within the United States influence American foreign relations?  Which played a greater role in shaping US foreign policy: ideology or realism; values or material concerns?  To what degree have ideas about race and gender shaped American foreign relations?  How unique was the American empire of the late 19th and early 20th centuries?  The course will encourage students to take a broad view of the history of American involvement in the world, as we examine unofficial cultural interactions and the role of non-state actors in international relations as well as more traditional high-level diplomacy.

Students are required to attend all class meetings and are expected to arrive on time.  In addition to presenting a lecture on the given material, I will encourage students to participate in a discussion of each day’s topic and reading.  Students will also have several opportunities throughout the semester to participate in in-class activities, such as small-group work or debates.  Although the grade breakdown for this class does not include a specific category for attendance or participation, any student who makes regular, thoughtful contributions to the discussions or activities will receive extra credit applied toward his or her final grade.  

Reading for this course will consist of both primary and secondary materials, and all reading assignments are required.  My lectures and our discussions will build upon and supplement the reading, so it is important that students make every effort to complete each week’s assignment before the first class meeting of the week.  Some weeks have more reading than others; please plan accordingly.  Most reading assignments will come from the following books, which will be available at the university bookstore:

Bradford Perkins, The Cambridge History of American Foreign Relations, vol. I: The

Creation of a Republican Empire, 1776-1865.  

Walter LaFeber, The Cambridge History of American Foreign Relations, vol. II: The

American Search for Opportunity, 1865-1913.  

Dennis Merrill and Thomas Paterson, eds.  Major Problems in American Foreign

Relations, vol.I: To 1920.

*Additional assigned readings will be provided by the instructor.

In addition to attendance and participation in class meetings and the assigned reading, course requirements include a midterm, two short papers, and a final exam.  The in-class midterm will be administered during class on Tuesday of Week 9.  Students will also write two 5-6 page papers.  The first of these papers will require a close reading of several of the assigned primary sources and an in-depth analysis and comparison of those documents.  This paper will be due at the beginning of class on Tuesday of Week 6.  For the second paper, students will consult additional books and/or articles to write a paper that analyzes some aspect of American foreign relations between 1865 and 1913.  I will provide a list of suggested outside readings for this paper, which will be due at the beginning of class on Thursday of Week 13.  Finally, there will be a take-home final exam, which will be given during Finals Week.

Grade Breakdown

Paper #1, Tuesday, September 29--20%

Midterm, Tuesday, October 20--20%

Paper #2, Thursday, November 19--20%

Final Exam, due Tuesday, December 15—40%

History Graduate Students

For the second paper, History graduate students will turn in a 10-12 page paper.  This paper should include an historiographical section that considers the major trends, arguments, and contributions in the scholarship on the given topic.

Disability Policy Statement

Students with disabilities who need reasonable accommodations are encouraged to contact the instructor. The Disability Programs and Resource Center (DPRC) is available to facilitate the reasonable accommodations process. The DPRC is located in the Student Service Building and can be reached by telephone (voice/TTY 415-338-2472) or by email (dprc@sfsu.edu).
Topics and Reading Assignments

Week One

Tuesday, August 25: Introduction 

Thursday, August 27: American Foreign Policy in the Revolutionary Era

Reading: Perkins, chapters 1 & 2; Merrill and Paterson, chapter 1

Week Two

Tuesday, September 1: America’s Alliance with France and the Revolutionary War

Thursday, September 3: The Constitution and Foreign Relations in the Early National

Period

Reading: Perkins, chapter 3; Merrill and Paterson, chapter 2

Week Three

Tuesday, September 8: NO CLASS—State Budget Closure Day
Thursday, September 10: US Relations with Britain and France during the 1790s 

Reading: Perkins, chapter 4; Merrill and Paterson, chapter 3

Week Four

Tuesday, September 15: The Quasi-War with France and Jefferson’s “Empire of Liberty”

Thursday, September 17: Commerce and Diplomacy in the Early 19th Century

Reading: Perkins, chapter 5; Merrill and Paterson, chapter 4 

Week Five

Tuesday, September 22: The War of 1812

Thursday, September 24: Florida and Latin American Independence

Reading: Perkins, chapter 6; Merrill and Paterson, chapter 5

Week Six

Tuesday, September 29: The Monroe Doctrine and the Origins of the American Empire

Thursday, October 1: Indian Removal Policies of the 1830s

Reading: Merrill and Paterson, chapters 6 & 7

**First paper due at the beginning of Tuesday’s class

Week Seven

Tuesday, October 6: The Acquisition of Texas and War with Mexico


**Lecture given by Terra Caldwell

Thursday, October 8: Reaching Beyond the Mainland: Mid-century Exploits in Asia and

the Pacific

Reading: Perkins, chapter 7; Merrill and Paterson, chapters 8 & 9

Week Eight

Tuesday, October 13: US Relations with Britain and the Diplomacy of the Civil War

Thursday, October 15:  Catch-up and Midterm Review

Reading: Perkins, chapters 8 & 9; Merrill and Paterson, chapter 10

Week Nine

Tuesday, October 20: MIDTERM
Thursday, October 22: William Henry Seward’s Imperial Vision

Reading: LaFeber, chapter 1

Week Ten

Tuesday, October 27: Economic Dominance and Racism in American Foreign

Relations

Thursday, October 29: US Exploits in Latin America, 1865-1890

Reading: LaFeber, chapters 2-4

Week Eleven

Tuesday, November 3: Building a Modern Navy and the US in Asia and Africa, 1865

1890

Thursday, November 5: Diplomacy at Home: Indian Policies in the Late 19th Century

and the Frontier Thesis

Reading: LaFeber, chapter 5, Merrill and Paterson, chapter 11

Week Twelve

Tuesday, November 10: Cultural Diplomacy and Missionaries

Thursday, November 12: US Intervention in Latin America during the 1890s

Reading: LaFeber, chapter 6; Emily Rosenberg’s Spreading the American

Dream, chapters 1-3 (to be distributed in class)

Week Thirteen

Tuesday, November 17: The War of 1898

Thursday, November 19: The Aftermath of the War: America’s New Empire

Reading: LaFeber, chapters 7 & 8; Merrill and Paterson, chapter 12

**Second paper due at the beginning of Thursday’s class
November 23-27, Fall Recess.  Enjoy the Thanksgiving Holiday!

Week Fourteen

Tuesday, December 1: The Open Door Policy and China

Thursday, December 3: Theodore Roosevelt’s Big Stick Diplomacy

Reading: LaFeber, chapter 9; Merrill and Paterson, chapters 13 & 14

Week Fifteen

Tuesday, December 8: William Howard Taft’s Dollar Diplomacy

Thursday, December 10: Wrap-up and Review for Final Exam

Reading: LaFeber, chapters 10 & Conclusion

Take-home Final Exam Due December 15, details TBA

