HIST 110-02: Western Civilization to 1500

Syllabus for Spring 2008

Tu, Th 11:00-12:15 HSS 317
Instructor: 

Prof. Megan Williams 
Office: Science 267B

Office hours: Tu 3-5 pm or by appointment

Contact: mhw@sfsu.edu 

Course website: http://bss.sfsu.edu/mwilliams/hist110
Books ordered 

Spielvogel, Jackson J. Western Civilization: A Brief History. Volume A to 1500. Copyright 2009, 2006 (Seventh Edition). 
Suetonius, The Twelve Caesars trans. by Robert Graves (Penguin, 1991)

Giovanni Boccaccio, The Decameron trans. by G.H. McWilliam (Penguin, 1996)

All books are required. All books are currently available in the SFSU Bookstore. 
Assignments
Weighting of assignments

Class participation and attendance: 10%

Four tests: 80% (20% each)

Two quizzes: 10% (5% each)

Class participation

Class participation and attendance makes up 10% of your grade. It is measured by your informal comments on lectures and videos and in formal class discussions (up to 5 points towards the final grade) and by attendance at lectures and videos (up to 5 points towards your final grade, 1/3 of a point per lecture/video).

Tests

There will be four tests given during regular class meetings. Bring a blank blue book for the tests. Each test will include multiple choice, identification, and short answer questions. For more details and the list of terms for identification, see the course web page. There will be no final exam for this course. 
Quizzes

You will be quizzed on each primary source reading at the beginning of the class when we discuss them. The quiz will be multiple choice, and designed to check that you have done the reading. You do not need a blue book for the quizzes. 

Course policies

Making up tests and quizzes

No make-up tests or quizzes will be given. If you present a valid written excuse for missing a test or quiz, you may make it up by submitting an appropriate make-up paper within two weeks after the date for a test, or within one week after the date for a quiz. Please see the course web page for details on make-up papers. 

Behavior in the classroom
Students who engage in disruptive behavior (e.g., talking or making noise during lecture, leaving cell phones on during class, interrupting the instructor or other students, speaking at great length during discussions, etc.) will be asked to leave the room for the remainder of the class meeting. 

Do not make a habit of coming to class late or leaving early as it is distracting to the instructor and to other students. Please arrange your schedule so that this will not be necessary except under exceptional circumstances. 
Academic integrity
Dishonesty in the form of cheating or plagiarism is unfair to your fellow students and is prohibited by the San Francisco State University Student Code of Conduct. 
Cheating includes, but is not limited to, copying other students’ work and helping other students to cheat. All exams in this course will be closed-book; you may have only blank blue books and pens or pencils during the exam. 
Plagiarism means using someone else’s work without proper acknowledgment (see http://www.plagiarism.org/learning_center/what_is_plagiarism.html for further discussion of the concept, and more resources). 

Penalties for cheating and plagiarism range from a failing grade on the specific assignment to expulsion from the University. All cases of academic dishonesty will be reported to the Department Chair and College Dean. 

Students are responsible for knowing the SFSU regulations on cheating and plagiarism: see http://www.sfsu.edu/~helpdesk/docs/rules/conduct.htm. 

Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) accommodation
The Disability Programs and Resources Center (DPRC) provides academic support services and specialized assistance to students with disabilities. In order to receive accommodation through the ADA, you must make a formal request through the DPRC in SSB 110 (415-338-2472). If you are registered with the DPRC, please let me know immediately so that I can be prepared to accommodate you. 
Schedule of lecture topics, readings, tests and assignments

Week 1:

Class introduction (Tuesday 8/26)

Lecture 1 (Thursday 8/28)

Neolithic and Agricultural Revolution

Reading: Spielvogel 1-7

Week 2:

Lecture 2 (Tuesday 9/2)

Mesopotamia and Egypt: the first states

Reading: Spielvogel 7-33

Lecture 3 (Thursday 9/4)

Assyria and ancient Israel

Reading: Spielvogel 34-54
Week 3:

Lecture 4 (Tuesday 9/9)

Early Greek civilization

Reading: Spielvogel 55-69

Video 1 (Thursday 9/11)

“Athens”
Reading: Spielvogel 69-88

Week 4:

Test 1 (Tuesday 9/16)

Material covered in lectures 1-4, video 1, Spielvogel chapters 1-3

See Assignments page for question formats and terms for identification

Lecture 5 (Thursday 9/18)

Persian Empire; Alexander the Great and the Hellenistic kingdoms

Reading: Spielvogel 46-54 (review), 89-112

Week 5:

Lecture 6 (Tuesday 9/23)

Early Rome

Reading: Spielvogel 113-126

Add-drop deadline today

Video 2 (Thursday 9/25)

“Roman City”

Reading: Spielvogel 126-146

Week 6:

Lecture 7 (Tuesday 9/30)

The Roman empire: Augustus to Septimius Severus

Reading: Spielvogel 147-168

Discussion 1 (Thursday 10/2)

Suetonius, The Twelve Caesars

Reading: Suetonius, The Twelve Caesars, lives of Augustus and Gaius (Caligula)

Quiz 1 on Suetonius

Week 7:

Lecture 8 (Tuesday 10/7)

Christian origins

Reading: Spielvogel 168-178

Test 2 (Thursday 10/9)

Material covered in lectures 6-8, video 2, Spielvogel chapters 4-6

See Assignments page for question formats and terms for identification

Week 8:

Lecture 9 (Tuesday 10/14)

The Dominate and the Christian Roman empire

Reading: Spielvogel, 179-186

Lecture 10 (Thursday 10/16)

The post-Roman west and east Rome

Reading: Spielvogel, 187-206

Week 9:

Lecture 11 (Tuesday 10/21)

The caliphates and the Islamic world

Reading: Spielvogel 206-212, 237-242

Lecture 12 (Thursday 10/23)

Early medieval West

Reading: Spielvogel 213-234

Week 10:

Lecture 13 (Tuesday 10/28)

Early Byzantium

Reading: Spielvogel 234-237

Test 3 (Thursday 10/30)

Lectures 10-13, Spielvogel chapters 7-8

See Assignments page for question formats and terms for identification

Week 11:

Video 3 (Tuesday 11/4)

“The Crusades”
Reading: Spielvogel 243-259

Lecture 14 (Thursday 11/6)

High Middle Ages: economy and society

Reading: Spielvogel 259-270

Week 12:

Veteran’s Day (Tuesday 11/11)
No class (University holiday)
Lecture 15 (Thursday 11/13)

High Middle Ages: culture and art

Reading: Spielvogel 271-294

Week 13:

Lecture 16 (Tuesday 11/18)

Political evolution of Europe, 1000-1300

Reading: Spielvogel 294-302

Lecture 17 (Thursday 11/20)
The disasters of the fourteenth century: famine, plague and war

Reading: Spielvogel 303-336

Fall Break—No Classes

Week 14:

Test 4 (Tuesday 12/2)

Lectures 14-17, video 4, Spielvogel chapters 9-11

See Assignments page for question formats and terms for identification

Lecture 18 (Thursday 12/4)

The Renaissance: economy and culture
Reading: Spielvogel 337-372

Week 15:

Lecture 19 (Tuesday 12/9)

The Renaissance: politics and the state
Discussion 2: Bocaccio, The Decameron (Thursday 12/11)

Reading: Boccaccio, Decameron, I: 1, 2; II: 3, 9; III: 1, 2, 10; IV: 5; VI: 7, 10; VII: 2; VIII: 1; IX: 3

Quiz 2 on Boccaccio, Decameron

