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Selected Bibliography on Women in China and Japan 

 
This list of English-language literature on women in China and Japan, 1600-2000, is by 
no means exhaustive.  Please consult with me when using other materials.  Please do not 
choose any material less than 20 pages long for the purpose of summary presentation. 
 
CHINA: 
 
 Phyllis Andors, The Unfinished Liberation of Chinese Women, 1949-1980. 
 Tani Barlow, ed., Ting Ling, I Myself Am a Woman. 
 Charlotte Behan, "Feminism and Nationalism in the Chinese Women's Press, 1902-
1911," Modern China 1, no. 4 (1975):  379-417. 
 Lynda S. Bell, "For Better, For Worse:  Women and the World Market in Rural 
China," Modern China 20, no. 2 (1994): 180-210. 
 Kathryn Bernhardt, Women and Property in China, 960-1949. 
 Sally Borthwick, "Changing Concepts of Women from the Late Qing to the May 
Fourth Period," in David Pong and Edmund Fung, Ideal and Reality:  Social and Political 
Change in Modern China. 
 Francesca Bray, Technology and Gender: Fabrics of Power in Late Imperial China. 
 Lily Chia Brissman & Barry Brissman, trans., A Woman Soldier’s Own Story: The 
Autobiography of Xie Bingying. 
 Susan Brownell and Jeffrey Wasserstrom, eds., Chinese Femininities, Chinese 
Masculinities.  
 Katherine Carlitz, "Family, Society and Tradition in Jin Ping Mei," Modern China 10: 
4 (1984):  378-413. 
 Katherine Carlitz, "The Social Uses of Female Virtue in Late Ming Editions of Lienü 
zhuan," Late Imperial China 12: 2 (Dec. 1991):  117-148. 
 Victoria B. Cass, Dangerous Women: Warriors, Grannies, and Geisha of the Ming
 Jung Chang, Wild Swans: Three Daughters of China. 
 Pang-mei Natasha Chang, Bound Feet & Western Dress. 
 Elisabeth Croll, Feminism and Socialism in China. 
 Frank Dikotter, Sex, Culture and Modernity in China: Medical Science and the 
Construction of Sexual Identities in the Early Republican Period. 
 Amy Dooling & Kristina Torgeson, eds., Writing Women in Modern China: An 
Anthology of Literature by Chinese Women from the Early 20th Century. 
 Mark Elvin, "Female Virtue and the State in China," Past and Present 104 (1984):  
111-152. 
 Catherine Farris, Anru Lee, and Murray Rubinstein, eds., Women in the New Taiwan: 
Gender Roles and Gender Consciousness in a Changing Society. 
 Charlotte Furth, "Androgynous Males and Deficient Females," Late Imperial China 9: 
2 (Dec. 1988):  1-31. 
 Charlotte Furth, "Concepts of Pregnancy, Childbirth and Infancy in Ch'ing Dynasty 
China," Journal of Asian Studies 46 (1987):  7-37. 
 Charlotte Furth, A Flourishing Yin: Gender in China’s Medical History, 960-1665
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 Christina Gilmartin et al., eds. Engendering China: Women, Culture, and the State. 
 Sue Gronewald, "Beautiful Merchandise:  Prostitution in China, 1860-1936," Women 
and History 1: 1 (1982):  1-114. 
 Richard Guisso and Stanley Johannesen, eds., Women in China. 
 Vibeke Hemmel & Pia Sindbjerg, Women in Rural China:  Policy Towards Women 
Before and After the Cultural Revolution. 
 Gail Hershatter,  "The Hierarchy of Shanghai Prostitution, 1870-1949," Modern China 
15: 4 (1989):  463-498. 
 Gail Hershatter, Dangerous Pleasures: Prostitution and Modernity in Twentieth-
Century Shanghai. 
 Jennifer Holmgren, "Observations on Marriage and Inheritance Practices in Early 
Mongol and Yuan Societies, with Particular Reference to the Levirate," Journal of Asian 
History 20 (1986): 127-192. 
 Emily Honig, Sisters and Strangers:  Women in the Shanghai Cotton Mills, 1919-
1949. 
 Emily Honig & Gail Hershatter, Personal Voices:  Chinese Women in the 1980's. 
 Pi-ching Hsu, “Courtesans and Scholars in the Writings of Feng Menglong:  
Transcending Gender and Status,” Nan Nü:  Men, Women and Gender in Early and 
Imperial China 2, No. 1 (March 2000): 40-77. 
 Pi-ching Hsu & Ann Waltner, "Lingering Fragrance:  The Poetry of Tu Yaose and 
Shen Tiansun," Journal of Women's History 8: 4 (Winter 1997):  28-53. 
 Hu Ying, “Angling with Beauty:  Two Stories of Women as Narrative Bait in 
Sanguozhi yanyi,” Chinese Literature:  Essays, Articles, Reviews 15 (Dec. 1993):  99-
112. 
 Hu Ying, Tales of Translation: Composing the New Woman in China, 1898-1918. 
 Chien-yu Julia Huang & Robert Weller, "Merit and Mothering:  Women and Social 
Welfare in Taiwanese Buddhism," The Journal of Asian Studies 57, no. 2 (May 1998): 
379-396. 
 Kay Ann Johnson, Women, the Family and Peasant Revolution in China. 
 Journal of Women’s History 8: 4 (Winter 1997).  Special issue on women in China. 
 Ellen Judd, Gender and Power in Rural North China. 
 Tonglin Lu, ed., Gender and Sexuality in Twentieth-Century Chinese Literature and 
Society. 
 Maria Jaschok, Concubines and Bondservants:  The Social History of a Chinese 
Custom. 
 Maria Jaschok & Suzanne Miers, eds., Women and Chinese Patriarchy:  Submission, 
Servitude, and Escape. 
 Dorothy Ko, Teachers of the Inner Chambers:  Women and Culture in Seventeenth-
Century China. 
 Hua Lan and Vanessa Fong, eds., Women in Republican China. 
 Wendy Larson, Women and Writing in Modern China. 
 Late Imperial China 13:1 (June 1992).  Special issue on women in late imperial China. 
 Ching Kwan Lee, Gender and the South China Miracle: Two Worlds of Factory 
Women. 
 Thomas Shiyu Li and Susan Naquin, "The Baoming Temple:  Religion and the Throne 
in Ming and Qing China," Harvard Journal of Asiatic Studies 48:1 (1988):  131-188. 
 Tonglin Lu, ed., Gender and Sexuality in Twentieth-Century Chinese Literature and 
Society. 
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 Adeline Yen Mah, Falling Leaves: The Memoir of an Unwanted Chinese Daughter. 
 Susan Mann, "'Fuxue' [Women's Learning] by Zhang Xuecheng (1738-1801):  China's 
First History of Women's Culture," Late Imperial China 13:1 (June 1992):  40-62. 
 Susan Mann, "Grooming a Daughter for Marriage:  Brides and Wives in the Mid-
Ch'ing Period," in Rubie Watson and Patricia Ebrey, eds., Marriage and Inequality in 
Chinese Society. 
 Susan Mann, "Household Handicrafts and State Policy in Qing Times," in Jane Kate 
Leonard and John Watt, eds., To Achieve Security and Wealth:  The Qing Imperial State 
and the Economy, 1644-1911, pp. 75-96. 
 Susan Mann, Precious Records: Women in China’s Long Eighteenth Century. 
 Susan Mann, "Widows in the Kinship, Class and Community Structures of Qing 
Dynasty China," Journal of Asian Studies 46:1 (1978):  37-56. 
 Susan Mann & Yu-yin Cheng, eds., Under Confucian Eyes: Writings on Gender in 
Chinese History. 
 Keith McMahon, Misers, Shrews, and Polygamists: Sexuality and Male-Female 
Relations in 18th-Century Chinese Fiction. 
 Anchee Min, Red Azalea. 
 Ming Studies (1994)  Special issue on gender in Yuan, Ming, and Ch'ing drama. 
 Sherry Mou, Gentlemen’s Prescriptions for Women’s Lives: A Thousand Years of 
Biographies of Chinese Women. 
 Vivien Ng, "Rape Laws in Qing China," Journal of Asian Studies 46:1 (Feb. 1987):  
57-70. 
 Nie Jing-Bao, Behind the Silence: Chinese Voices on Abortion. 
Ono Kazuko, Chinese Women in a Century of Revolution, 1850-1950. 
 Daniel Overmyer, "Values in Chinese Sectarian Literature:  Ming and Ch'ing pao-
chüan," in David Johnson et al., eds., Popular Culture in Late Imperial China. 
 Martin Palmer, Jay Ramsay, and Man-Ho Kwok, Kuan Yin: Myths and Prophecies of 
the Chinese Goddess of Compassion. 
 Barbara Bennett Peterson, ed., Notable Women of China: Shang Dynasty to the Early 
Twentieth Century. 
 Kenneth Pomeranz, “Power, Gender and Pluralism in the Cult of the Goddess of 
Taishan,” in Theodore Huters, et al., eds., Culture & State in Chinese History, 182-204. 
 Ida Pruitt, A Daughter of Han:  The Autobiography of a Chinese Working Woman. 
 Ida Pruitt, Old Madam Yin. 
 Maureen Robertson, "Voicing the Feminine:  Constructions of the Gendered Subject in 
Lyric Poetry by Women of Medieval and Late Imperial China," Late Imperial China 13:1 
(June 1993):  63-110. 
 Lisa Rofel, Other Modernities: Gendered Yearnings in China after Socialism. 
 Paul S. Ropp, Banished Immortal: Searching for Shuangqing, China’s Peasant Woman 
Poet. 
 Paul S. Ropp, "Love, Literacy and Laments:  Themes of Women Writers in Late 
Imperial China," Women's History Review 2:1 (1993):  107-140. 
 Paul S. Ropp, "The Seeds of Change: Reflections on the Conditions of Women in the 
Early and Mid-Ch'ing," Signs 2:1 (1976):  5-23. 
 Stevan Sangren, "Female Gender in Religious Symbols:  Kuan-yin, Ma-tsu and the 
'Eternal Mother," Signs 9:1 (1983):  4-25. 
 Mary Sheridan & Janet W. Salaff, eds., Lives:  Chinese Working Women. 
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 Patricia Sieber, ed., Red is Not the Only Color: Contemporary Chinese Fiction on 
Love and Sex Between Women, Collected Stories. 
 Signs 2:1 (Autumn 1976)  Special issue on women in China. 
 Matthew Sommer, Sex, Law, and Society in Late Imperial China. 
 Jonathan Spence, The Death of Woman Wang. 
 Janice Stockard, Daughters of the Canton Delta:  Marriage Patterns and Economic 
Strategies in South China, 1860-1930. 
 T'ien Ju-k'ang, Male Anxiety and Female Chastity:  A Comparative Study of Ethical 
Attitudes in Ming-Ch'ing Times. 
 Margery Topley, "Marriage Resistance in Rural Kwangtung," in Arthur Wolf, ed., 
Studies in Chinese Society. 
 Frederic Wakeman, Jr., "Licensing Leisure:  The Chinese Nationalists' Attempt to 
Regulate Shanghai, 1927-49, " The Journal of Asian Studies 54, no. 1 (February 1995): 
19-42. 
 Ann Waltner, Getting an Heir:  Adoption and the Construction of Kinship in Late 
Imperial China. 
 Ann Waltner, "On Not Becoming a Heroine:  Lin Daiyu and Cui Yingying," Signs 
15:1 (1989):  61-78. 
 Ann Waltner, "Learning from a Woman:  Ming Literati Responses to Tanyangzi," 
International Journal of Social Education 6:1 (1992):  42-59. 
 Ann Waltner, "T'an-yang-tzu and Wang Shih-chen:  Visionary and Bureaucrat in Late 
Ming China," Late Imperial China 8:1 (1987): 105-133. 
 Wang Ping, Aching for Beauty: Footbinding in China
 Wang Zhen, Women and the Chinese Enlightenment: Oral and Textual Histories. 
 James Watson, "Standardizing the Gods:  The Promotion of T'ien Hou ("The Empress 
of Heaven") along the South China Coast," in David Johnson et al., Popular Culture in 
Late Imperial China, pp. 292-324. 
 Rubie S Watson and Patricia Ebrey, eds., Marriage and Inequality in Chinese Society. 
 Karen Wei, Women in China:  A Selected and Annotated Bibliography. 
 Ellen Widmer & Kang-i Sun Chang, eds., Writing Women in Late Imperial China. 
 Arthur Wolf and Chieh-shan Huang, Marriage and Adoption in China, 1845-1945. 
 Margery Wolf, A Thrice-Told Tale:  Feminism, Postmodernism, and Ethnographic 
Responsibility. 
 Margery Wolf, Revolution Postponed:  Women in Contemporary China. 
 Margery Wolf, Women and the Family in Rural Taiwan. 
 Margery Wolf and Roxane Witke, eds., Women in Chinese Society. 
 Yenna Wu, "The Inversion of Marital Hierarchy:  Shrewish Wives and Henpecked 
Husband in Seventeenth Century Chinese Literature," Harvard Journal of Asiatic Studies 
48: 2 (1988):  363-382. 
 Marilyn B. Young, Women in China:  Studies in Social Change and Feminism. 
 Chün-fang Yü, Kuan-yin: The Chinese Transformation of Avalokitesvara. 
 Angela Zito and Tani Barlow, eds., Body, Subject & Power in China. 
 
JAPAN: 
 
 Anne Allison, Permitted and Prohibited Desires: Mothers, Comics, and Censorship in 
Japan. 
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 Masumi Arichi, “Is it Radical? Women’s Right to Keep Their Own Surnames after 
Marriage,” Women’s Studies International Forum 22, No. 4 (1999): 441-415. 
 Alice Mabel Bacon, Japanese Girls & Women.  
 Frank Baldwin, "The Idioms of Contemporary Japan--Uman ribu [Women's Lib]," The 
Japan Interpreter 8, no. 2 (Spring 1973):  236-244. 
 Edward Beauchamp, ed., Women and Women’s Issues in Post World War II Japan. 
 Michael Berger, "Japanese Women--Old Images and New Realities," The Japan 
Interpreter 11, no. 1 (Spring 1976):  56-67. 
 Gail Lee Bernstein, Haruko's World:  A Japanese Farm Woman and Her Community. 
 Robert Blood, Jr., Love Match and Arranged Marriage:  A Tokyo-Detroit Comparison. 
 Tamie L. Bryant, "'Responsible' Husbands, 'Recalcitrant' Wives, Retributive Judges:  
Judicial Management of Contested Divorce in Japan," Journal of Japanese Studies 18, no. 
2 (Summer 1992): 407-444. 
 Sandra Buckley, "Body Politics:  Abortion Law Reform," in Gavan McCormack and 
Yoshio Sugimoto, eds., The Japanese Trajectory:  Modernization and Beyond, 205-217. 
 Samuel Coleman, Family Planning in Japanese Society:  Traditional Birth Control in a 
Modern Urban Culture. 
 Laura Cornell, "Peasant Women and Divorce in Preindustrial Japan," Signs 15 (1990):  
710-732. 
 Laura Cornell, "Why Are There No Spinsters in Japan?" Journal of Family History 9 
(1984): 326-339. 
 Nina Cornyetz, Dangerous Women, Deadly Words: Phallic Fantasy and Modernity in 
Three Japanese Writers. 
 Liza Crithfield Dalby, Geisha. 
 Lesley Downer, Women of the Pleasure Quarters: The Secret History of the Geisha. 
 Sheldon Garon, "Women's Groups and the Japanese State," Journal of Japanese 
Studies 19:1 (Winter 1993):  5-41. 
 Joyce Gelb and Marian Lief Palley, eds., Women of Japan and Korea:  Continuity and 
Change. 
 Arthur Golden, Memoirs of a Geisha, a Novel. 
 Mikiso Hane, "Fukuzawa Yukichi and Women's Rights," in Conroy, Davis, and 
Patterson, eds., Japan in Transition:  Thought and Action in the Meiji Era, pp. 96-112. 
 Susan B. Hanley and Arthur P. Wolf, eds., Family and Population in East Asian 
History. 
 Helen Hardacre, Marketing the Menacing Fetus in Japan. 
 Thomas Havens, "Women and War in Japan, 1937-1945," American Historical 
Review 80:4 (Oct. 1975):  913-934. 
 Joyce Hendry, Marriage in Changing Japan. 
 Keiko Higuchi, "Women," The Japan Interpreter 10, no. 2 (Autumn 1975):  133-140, 
151-189. 
 Robert W. Hodge and Naohiro Ogawa, Fertility Change in Contemporary Japan. 
 Anne Imamura, Urban Japanese Housewives:  At Home and in the Community. 
 Helen Hopper, Kato Shidzue: A Japanese Feminist
 Baroness Shidzué Ishimoto, Facing Two Ways:  The Story of My Life. 
 Sumiko Iwao, The Japanese Woman:  Traditional Image and Changing Reality. 
 Ayako Kano, Acting Like a Woman in Modern Japan: Theater, Gender, and 
Nationalism. 
 Honda Katsuichi, Harukor: An Ainu Woman’s Tale. 
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 Yamakawa Kikue, Women of the Mito Domain: Recollections of Samurai Family 
Life. 
 William R. LaFleur, Liquid Life:  Abortion and Buddhism in Japan. 
 Takie Sugiyama Lebra, Japanese Women:  Constraint and Fulfillment. 
 Takie Sugiyama Lebra, "Sex Equality for Japanese Women," The Japan Interpreter 10, 
no. 3-4 (Winter 1976):  284-295. 
 Samuel Leiter, “From Gay to Gei: The Onnagata and the Creation of Kabuki’s Female 
Characters,” Comparative Drama 33, No. 4 (Winter 1999/2000): 495-514. 
 Gary Leupp, Male Colors: The Construction of Homosexuality in Tokugawa Japan. 
 Ken Miyamoto, "Ito Noe and the Bluestockings," The Japan Interpreter 10, no. 2 
(Autumn 1975): 190-204. 
 Kathleen Maloney, "Feminist Ideology in Prewar Japan," in Merry White and 
Kathleen Maloney, eds., Proceedings of the Tokyo Symposium on Women (1978):  13-
24. 
 Nakano Makiko, trans. by Kazuko Smith, Makiko's Diary:  A Merchant Wife in 1910 
Kyoto. 
 Kyoko Mori, Polite Lies: On Being a Woman Caught Between Cultures. 
 Sharon Nolte, "Women's Rights and Society's Needs:  Japan's 1931 Suffrage Bill," 
Comparative Studies in Society and History 28:4 (Fall 1986):  690-714. 
 Sharon Nolte, "Women in a Prewar Japanese Village:  Suye Mura Revisited," Peasant 
Studies 10:3 (Spring 1983):  175-190. 
 Yuko Ogasawara, Office Ladies and Salaried Men: Power, Gender, and Work in 
Japanese Companies. 
 Emily Ooms, Women and Millenarian Protest in Meiji Japan:  The Case of Deguchi 
Nao and Omotokyo. 
 Gregory Pflugfelder, Cartographies of Desires: Male-Male Sexuality in Japanese
Discourse, 1600-1950. 
 Susan J. Pharr, "The Japanese Women:  Evolving Views of Life and Role," in Lewis 
Austin, ed., Japan:  The Paradox of Progress. 
 Susan J. Pharr, Political Women in Japan:  The Search for a Place in Political Life. 
 Susan J. Pharr, "A Radical U.S. Experiment:  Women's Rights Laws and the 
Occupation of Japan," in L. H. Redford, ed., The Occupation of Japan:  Impact of Legal 
Reform. 
 Susan J. Pharr, "Soldiers as Feminists:  Debate within the U.S. Occupation Ranks over 
Women's Rights Policy in Japan," Proceedings of the Tokyo Sumposium on Women 
(1978):  25-35. 
 positions 5:1 (1997). Special issue on the WW II Comfort Women. 
 Pauline Reich, "Japan's Literary Feminists:  The Seito Group," Signs 2:1 (Autumn 
1976):  280-291. 
 Glenda Roberts, Staying on the Line: Blue-Collar Women in Contemporary Japan. 
 Jennifer Robertson, Takarazuka: Sexual Politics and Popular Culture in Modern Japan. 
 Barbara Rose, Tsuda Umeko and Women’s Education in Japan. 
 Nancy Rosenberger, Gambling with Virtue: Japanese Women and the Search for Self 
in a Changing World. 
 Barbara Rush, ed. Japanese Women and Buddhism. 
Edith Sarra, Fictions of Femininity: Literary Inventions of Gender in Japanese Court 
Women’s Memoirs. 
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 Paul Gordon Schalow & Janet Walker, eds., The Woman's Hand:  Gender and Theory 
in Japanese Women's Writing. 
 Cecilia Segawa Seigle, “Shogun’s Consort: Konoe Hiroko and Tokugawa Ienobu,” 
Harvard Journal of Asiatic Studies 59, no. 2 (1999): 485-522. 
 Sharon Sievers, Flowers in Salt:  The Beginnings of Feminist Consciousness in Japan. 
 Sharon Sievers, "Feminist Criticism of Japanese Politics in the 1880s:  The Experience 
of Kishida Toshiko," Signs 6:4. 
 Lise Skov & Brian Moeran, eds., Women, Media and Consumption in Japan. 
 Bardwell Smith, "Buddhism and Abortion in Contemporary Japan:  Mizuko kuyo and 
the Confrontation with Death," Japanese Journal of Religion 15, no. 1 (1988): 3-24. 
 Robert Smith, "Making Village Women into 'Good Wives and Wise Mothers' in 
Prewar Japan," Journal of Family History (Spring 1983):  70-84. 
 Robert Smith and Ella Wiswell, The Women of Suye Mura. 
 Yuki Tanaka, Japan’s Comfort Women: Sexual slavery and prostitution during World 
War Two and the US Occupation. 
 Hiromi Tonomura et al., eds. Women and Class in Japanese History. 
 Kazuko Tsurumi, "The Impact of the War on Women," in Tsurumi, Social Change and 
the Individual in Japan:  Japan Before and After Defeat in World War II, pp. 248-303. 
 Dee Ann Vavitch, "The Japanese Women's Movement," Monumenta Nipponica 22 
(1967). 
 Ezra Vogel, "The Go-Between in a Developing Society:  The Case of the Japanese 
Marriage Arranger," Human Organization 20, no. 3 (Fall 1961): 112-120. 
 Hiroshi Wagatsuma and George de Vos, "Attitudes toward Arranged Marriage in 
Rural Japan," Human Organization 21, no. 3 (Fall 1962):  187-200. 
 Haruko Wakita, trans. Suzanne Gray, "Marriage and Property in Premodern Japan 
from the Perspective of Women's History," Journal of Japanese Studies 10, no. 1 (Winter 
1984): 73-99. 
 Anne Walthall, The Weak Body of a Useless Woman: Matsuo Taseko and the Meiji 
Restoration. 
 Yamakawa Kikue, Women of the Mito Domain: Recollections of Samurai Family 
Life. 
 Tomoko Yamazaki, trans. Wakako Hironaka & Ann Kostant, The Story of Yamada 
Waka:  From Prostitute to Feminist Pioneer. 
 Yoshimi Yoshiaki, Comfort Women: Sexual Slavery in the Japanese Military During 
World War II. 
 Fukuzawa Yukichi, trans. Eiichi Kiyooka, Fukuzawa Yukichi on Japanese Women:  
Selected Works. 
 


