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Education 
 
Ph.D. Indiana University, Bloomington, IN  2007  
 Department of Political Science 
 Fields of Study: Public Policy and American Government 
 Outside minor completed at the School of Public and Environmental Affairs 
  
 Dissertation: Who Collaborates? Local Decisions about Intergovernmental Relations 
 Committee: Russell L. Hanson (chair), Elinor Ostrom, James L. Perry, Gerald C. Wright  
 
B.A. Aquinas College, Grand Rapids, MI 2001  
 Major: Political Science; Minor: History 
 Graduated summa cum laude 
 
Research and Teaching Interests 
 
Intergovernmental relations and federalism; urban and local policy and management; public 
administration; elections and representation; research design and qualitative methods 
 
Academic Appointments 

 
2007 – present Assistant Professor, Public Administration, San Francisco State University 
2002; 2006 Associate Instructor, Department of Political Science, Indiana University 
2005 Moderator, The Graduate and Professional Student Organization (GPSO), 

University Graduate School, Indiana University 
2004-2007 Lecturer, Department of Political Science, Aquinas College 
2002-2004 Research Assistant, Center on Congress, Indiana University 
 
Publications 
 
Journal Articles 
 
Zeemering, Eric S. 2009. California county administrators as sellers and brokers of interlocal cooperation. 

State and Local Government Review 41 (3): 
 
Zeemering, Eric S. 2009. What does sustainability mean to city officials? Urban Affairs Review 45 (2): 
 
Zeemering, Eric S. 2008. Governing interlocal cooperation: City council interests and the implications for 

public management. Public Administration Review 68 (4): 731-741. 
 
Zeemering, Eric S. 2008. Negotiation and noncooperation: Debating Michigan’s conditional land transfer 

agreement. State and Local Government Review 40 (1): 1-11. 
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Huckfeldt, Robert, Edward G. Carmines, Jeffery J. Mondak, and Eric Zeemering. 2007. Information, 

activation, and electoral competition in the 2002 congressional elections. Journal of Politics 69 
(3):798-812. 

 
Chapters in Edited Books 
 
Zeemering, Eric S. Forthcoming. Grand Rapids, Michigan: A lack of enthusiasm for change in the 

council-manager form. In The question of form: Constitutional contests in America’s large cities, 
edited by J. H. Svara and D. J. Watson. Washington, DC: Georgetown University Press. 

 
Zeemering, Eric S. 2009. Flushing the conflict: Wastewater cooperation among Michigan's local 

governments? In Sustaining Michigan: Metropolitan policies and strategies edited by R. W. Jelier 
and G. Sands. East Lansing, MI: Michigan State University Press. 

 
Zeemering, Eric S., and Roger J. Durham. 2009. Expanding the scope of policy leadership through 

networks: Grand Rapids, Michigan. In The facilitative leader in city hall: Reexamining the scope and 
contributions, edited by J. H. Svara. Boca Raton, FL: CRC Press. 

 
Book Reviews 
 
Zeemering, Eric S. 2009.  Learning from local economic development cases [Review of the book 

Building the local economy: Cases in economic development.] Public Administration Review 69 (5): 
991-993. 

 
Classes Taught 
 
San Francisco State University 
PA/PLSI 301: Public Administration and Democracy 
PA 700: Introduction to Public Administration and Policy 
PA 720: Managing Organizational Behavior 
PA 780: Urban Administration 
PA 782: Community and Economic Development 
PA/PLSI 784: Intergovernmental Relations 
 
Indiana University 
Y 100: American Political Controversies 
Y 200: The Urban Suburban Divide 
 
Aquinas College 
PS 101: American Government and Politics 
PS 494: Religion and U.S. Politics 
 
Papers Presented at Conferences 
 
 “Political conflict and interlocal cooperation,” presented at the Annual Meeting of the American Political 

Science Association. Toronto, Canada: September 2009. 
 
“California counties in the local public service market: County administrators as sellers and brokers,” 

presented at the Annual Meeting of the American Society for Public Administration. Miami, FL: 
March 2009. 
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“A lack of enthusiasm for change in the council-manager form in Grand Rapids,” presented at the Annual 

Meeting of the Urban Affairs Association. Chicago, IL: March 2009. 
 
“What does sustainability mean to city officials?” presented at the Annual Meeting of the Urban Affairs 

Association. Chicago, IL: March 2009. 
 
“Interlocal cooperation and perceptions of policy, neighbors, and the state: Evidence from Indiana,” 

presented at the Annual Meeting of the Midwest Political Science Association. Chicago, IL: April 
2008. 

 
“What’s distinct about interlocal relations?  Local officials’ perspectives on interlocal and state-local 

relations,” presented at the Annual Meeting of the American Society for Public Administration. 
Dallas, TX: March 2008. 

 
“Negotiating inter-local police dispatch agreements: Examining the role of economics and social 

networks,” presented at the Annual Meeting of the Urban Affairs Association. Seattle, WA: April 
2007. 

 
“Will They Negotiate? Annexation Debates and Michigan’s Conditional Land Transfer Agreement,” 

presented at the Annual Meeting of the Midwest Political Science Association. Chicago, IL: April 
2007. 

 
“The policy structure of Michigan’s regionalism agenda: Evidence from attention to regionalism in 

Detroit and Grand Rapids,” presented at the Michigan Conference of Political Scientists. Lansing, 
MI: October 2006. 

 
“Councils, Managers and Intergovernmental Relations: Roles in Local Interjurisdictional Dialogue,” 

presented at the Annual Meeting of the American Society for Public Administration. Denver, CO: 
April 2006. 

 
“City Council Members and the Representation Function in Intergovernmental Decision-Making,” 

presented at the Annual Meeting of the Southern Political Science Association. Atlanta, GA: January 
2006. 

 
“The New Ideology? Accessibility, Religiosity, Issue Preferences and Political Partisanship in American 

Politics,” with Michael W. Wagner, presented at the Annual Meeting of the Midwest Political Science 
Association. Chicago, IL: April 2005. 

 
“The Salience of Congressional Elections: Knowledge, Partisanship, Context, and Response Latency,” 

presented at the Michigan Conference of Political Scientists.  Mount Pleasant, MI: October 2004. 
 
“Partisan Crossover Voting and the Impact of Crisis on Local Elections,” presented at the Annual 

Meeting of the Midwest Political Science Association. Chicago, IL: April 2004. 
 
“Political Participation in New York City's 2001 Mayoral Election: Crisis and Support for the 

Government,” presented at the Michigan Conference of Political Scientists.  Grand Rapids, MI: 
October 2003. 

 
“Gubernatorial Campaigns: A Study of Party, Opinion and Candidates’ Preferences,” presented at the 

Annual Meeting of the Midwest Political Science Association.  Chicago, IL: April 2003. 
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"Wastewater Treatment and Land Use: A Case Study of Conflict in the Grand Rapids Metropolitan 

Region," presented at the Michigan Conference of Political Scientists.  Grand Rapids, MI: October 
2001.  

 
Poster Presentations at Conferences 
 
“Council Decisions on Inter-Local Collaboration: A Typological Theory,” poster presented at the Annual 

Meeting of the American Political Science Association. Philadelphia, PA: September 2006.  
 
Internal Research and Travel Support 

• Vice President’s Assigned Time Award (one course release for research), San Francisco State 
University, Spring 2009 

• Doctoral Student Grant-in-Aid of Research, Indiana University, University Graduate School, 
($1,000), Fall 2005 

• College of Arts & Sciences Travel Award, Indiana University, Spring 2007 
• Greenough Memorial Fund Award for Travel, Indiana University, Department of Political 

Science, awards received 2003-2007. 
 
Graduate and Undergraduate Honors and Fellowships 

• Herman B. Wells Graduate Fellowship (2006/07), Indiana University 
• Chancellor’s Fellowship (2001-2006), Indiana University 
• R. Paul Nelson Scholarship (1998-2001), Aquinas College 
• Pi Sigma Alpha, Aquinas College 
• Phi Alpha Theta, Aquinas College 

 
Additional Institute and Seminar Training or Participation 
 
4th Annual Training Institute on Qualitative Research Methods 2005 
Consortium on Qualitative Research Methods, Arizona State University 
 
56th Summer Institute in Survey Research Techniques 2003 
Survey Research Center, Institute for Social Research, University of Michigan 
 
Public Affairs Seminar and Internship Program, Georgetown University 1999 
 
Government Service (Elected and Appointed) 

• Parks and Recreation Commission, Daly City, California May 2009—present 
• Kent County Housing Commission (Michigan) 2003—2006 
• City Council Member, Rockford, Michigan 1999—2001 

 
Service in Political Science and Public Administration 

• Reviewer for: Journal of Politics, Political Research Quarterly, Public Administration Review, 
State and Local Government Review, Urban Affairs Review 

• Book manuscript review for: Lynne Rienner Publishers; Pearson Longman Publishing 
• Grant proposal review for the National Science Foundation 
• Reader for the Advanced Placement (AP) U.S. government and politics exam: 2006—2009 
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University and Department Service 

 
San Francisco State University – College and University Service 
• Curriculum Committee, College of Behavioral and Social Sciences, Fall 2009 – present 
• Guest speaker in BSS 275: The 2008 Presidential Election: Issues and Analysis, Dec. 3, 2008 
 
San Francisco State University – Department Service 
• Faculty adviser for Pi Alpha Alpha honor society, Fall 2009 – present  
• Department search committee for faculty position in budgeting, Spring 2009 
• Facilitated department participation in the California International City/County Management 

Association (ICMA) city manager in residence program, Fall 2008 
• Department search committee for faculty position in non-profit administration, Fall 2007 
 
Indiana University 
• Budgetary Affairs Committee of the Bloomington Faculty Council, 2006/07 
• Member of the search committee for the Dean of the University Graduate School, 2006 
• Member of the search committee for the Senior Vice President for Academic Affairs and 

Bloomington Chancellor, 2005/06 [ended in administrative reorganization] 
• Indiana University delegate to the 2005 National Conference on Graduate Student Leadership, 

convened by Washington University in St. Louis and the Woodrow Wilson National Fellowship 
Foundation 

• University Faculty Council, student member, 2005 
• Bloomington Faculty Council, graduate student member, 2004-2005 
• Graduate Council, The University Graduate School, graduate student member, 2004-2005 
• Treasurer of the Graduate and Professional Student Organization (GPSO), 2004 
• Political science department representative to the Graduate and Professional Student Organization 

(GPSO), 2002-2003 
 

Professional Memberships 
 
American Political Science Association 

Federalism and Intergovernmental Relations Section 
Qualitative and Multi-Methods Research Section 
Urban Politics Section 

American Society for Public Administration 
Section on Intergovernmental Administration and Management 

Midwest Political Science Association 
Urban Affairs Association
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