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To make the historical records ot the tederal
dovernment aveailable nationally, the Newional
Archives has hegun o program o introduace
these vast resources 1o college-level students
and other aduodt learmers, expandingg a program
begun in 1979 for scecondarny school students
and teachers.,

Doctanenis (trom the National Archives: inern -

‘ mery of Japanese amnericans is the second

lcarning package in this scrics. For their assis-
tance we are gratetul o the American
Historical Association, the Communinye College
Hinnanitics association. and the Organization
ol AMmerican Historians and to the consuliants
irony those associations Wwho advised us. We
are suwre that studenis understanding of the
internment of Japanese Americ ans awill bhe
expanded by using these documents. But we
hope also that they will teel the excitenienn
and widened curiosiny that comes trom
rcading a document creatced by somoeone whio
participated in or withesscd a major historical
ovent. This experience is ausignificant one.,
sharced by archivists and historians alike.

QoS

DONAM WH . SON
Archivist of the United States
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About this Series

The Natonalb Archives and Records Admings:
tration preserves and makes avaitable the
historic atly valuable records created by the
fcderal government and encourages the use of
these resotrces, Toward that end. the
Archives has provided this series ot repro-
duced documents on several iopics or vse in
college cliassrooms or withy other acludt auddi
CNOCS,

Using archival records can be tascinatingg
hocause the documents are aathentic
porsonal, and ouched Hy the Jives of people
iromm the past. Correcty read. they can reveal
facts, points of view: hias, and contrachctions,
The evidence they oter reguires careiul SCre
Uy and often iends itselt o more than one
interpretation. DBy analyzing documents, swe
undoerstand more clearly that sceondary:
sources are derivative.

We have selected the documents in ihis pack:

0;1;1‘(- trom among hundreds that the Archives
holds on this topic, These es do not hegin o
el the whole story of the internment of meri-
Cans O Japanese ancestrys bhut they do
SUERCST some of the issuces involved. They
Aalso ofter an opporiunity for the reader 1o use
ranw miatcerials and o practice merpreting
then.
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Lsic 1 Frecman, Chiet
Lducation Branch
National Archives and Records Aadiministrotion




o/ NIroduction

A Historical Context for these Documents

Boenveen 1861 and 1940 approximaichy

277000 Japanesce immigrated o 1 asvain and
e nainfand United Staies, e majority
aITiving hoeiween 1898 and 192-44 wWhoen (uaotas
woere adopted that ended sian immigration,
Maunoworked in T inwvaiian sugarcance ficlds as
contract laborers, Aher their contracts expared,
anuber remained and openced g smiall
shops, Other Japanese immigrants seiled

the west coast ol the maintand United States,
cultivating marginal tanmlands and fruit
orchards, lishing. and operating small busi
nesses. their etlorts viclded impressive
results. Jpanese Amcericans controllod less
than 4+ percent of Californias armland in 1040,
Dut they produced over 10 percent ol the total
value o he SEHeS arm crops,

As was the caseswith other inmigrant grouips,
Japanese Americans settled in ethnic neighe
bHorhoods and established their oswn schools,
houses of worship, and cconomic anct cudtuial
yNstitutions, Hihnic concentration was turnher
increasced by real estare agents swho swotdd o
sell properties o Japanese Amaericans outsicde
Ol existing Japanese enclaves ancd by ac 1013
act passcd by the Californio Asscembiy

restric ting land oswnerstupy 1o those cligible o
b citizens, 1022 the U.SC Supreme Court in
Ozcnea N Unitedd States aphela the goveny
ment's right o deny U s cltizenshipy o
Japanese inmnngrants.

Ny over cconomic sucoeess combincedawith
distrust over cudiural separateness and long:
standing anti-Astan racism twrned into cisaster
for fapiancese Amertcans when the tanpire of
Japan attacked Pearl Harbor on becember 7.
194E TODbVISIS (O AVCSICTN SEHeS, many
FCPreSCNing competing ceononmic interesis oy
Nativist groups, pressured Congress and the
Presicdent 1o remove nersons of apanese
descent. both orcian horm dsseitsyand Aner
ican Cllizens misei, irom he West coast.
Iruing congressional commitice hoearnngs,
Department of Justico roeprescnitatives taisedd

Isscilnerally e first genceratnon” ol dapaness:
in the United States,

CNIselL ditleralve the "second coneraton” o ap
Anescein Amenca, U.s, ciuzens by birthrigh,

constitttional anchcthical obhjeo tons 1o 1the
praposil. soinsteacdd thie USs Ay canriedd
o thice tash, The west caast swas divicied mito
military zones, andbon Febroony 10 1020 Pres
ident franklin [y, Boosev el issacod Tacouive:
Ordder 906G atithorizinge N lvision, Caongiess
thenimplenenicd the orcer one NMare fy 210 19042,
Dy prassing Public Tasw 5003,

AHCT cneotraging voltntany evacnation ot ihe
arcas, the swestern betense Comnmiand boeson
nvoluntary remona] and dotenton of awest
COASLTCeSIHCTIHS OF Japaniese- \Nenic an
ancesin: in e next o months, approNmiaicely
122,000 men womaen, and chilchen swere
moved o assembhv centers, Thev were then
evacuated o and contised my isolated, fenc el
and guarded roelocation centers, popualarly
known as internment caanps. The 10 rcloe alion
SHOS WOTC I TCMIOIE areas i 6 wWesien ) stales
and Arkansas: Pleart Motumnam i AWy onne,
Tule Lake and NManzanar in Calitoria, Topaz
in Utah, Poston and Giia BRiver in A\rizonel.
Grranadta i Colorado. NMimicdoha m ldaho, andd
Joerome and Roswhier it A TRansas,

NCarly 70,000 o] the evactiees were A\ cric an
citizens The governmaend made 1o charges
againstthen, nor coudd thoy appeal ther
incarceration. Al lost personal liborties. most
st homes and properiv as swell, Althoogh
several Japanesc A mencans ¢hallengedhe
COVOTNMCNUs A Hons ity covinl ¢ ases, the
Supreme Count upheled their fegealiivs Nisct
were nevertheless encovraged o serve n the
armicc torces, and some swere also crattedd
Altogether more than 30,000 apanese \meris
cans sernved with disune ton doringe World Wer
I in scgregated vnns.

FFOr ANV Nears abler the syan vanotes ihehvact
tals and proups soueht compensatian or e
niermees. e sprecd ol the evactiaton o ed
many homeowners and businessnici 1o scl
OUE Guic Ky otal propenty loss is estimated ol
SL3 hillion, and net meome Joss at <27 hithon
waleudated in 185 dollaasy The dapanesc
Amercan Evacuation Clioms Aot ol 1948, with
amaendmeaents in 19510 and 1965 pronvided oken
PANVTICDES TOF Sarmce propictiy losses Nonce
SCTIOUS Cllores 0 make amenids ook place in




the carlv 19sos, whon thie congressionalls
established Comussion ory Wartnne Beloca
ton anct Inerrmens of Civilians breld
Ivestdations (sce booument oy and maoele
recommcenckiions. As aresodt severad hills
woere introduced in Congross norm 9S-1 unl
108K when Pubho Py 100 383 (hactanent
havhich acknowledeed the mpstce ol e
ternmaent. apolosazoec o i aned providedd o
resttution, wias fnally passedd

10
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o [Ntroduction to
Document Analysis

Asvou tead e docrmenies that [ollow, consiclen thic lolowing quiestions. Thoy will sharpen sour
tnderstandmee of the doctament and youe oritic al sRibfls. yovosvill tinedic help ol to serite dessv iy vour
LCSPONSes (o these (uestions.

Lo What vpe of doctment aue you reacling?

Newspaper Map Report

Letter Telegram Legal decision
Press release Deposition Photograph
Memerandum Pamphlet Other
Cartoon Advertisement

2 Whiat are the e phivsic al charac teristos ol this docorment?

Letterhead Notations Handwriting
Typetace Typing Seals
Stamps: “Received” oi other lllustrations Other

PAVEGT s e dote o the dloc e ?
4o Whios the cnthor or creatonr ol the doctnment?
Soborswhiar atchienc e o for swhior was the docoamen created?

O AWhat miormiation doces this document provice about the tollosvang? crhere are many hossible
WAVS 1O answer these (uestions.)

a. Whiat heis the author of this document saic that votnbmk is nporant? st threc points.
b. \Why do vou think the dociument svas creaded?
¢ Whiat evidenccm the doctament helps yourto Roesy swhs i swas writlen’?

d. What doces the doctment el sore about e i thice Uniited Stenes ar the e i aswas created?

07..\4\ the doctunents creator aequieston that s lei unansswerced by thie docunient,

11
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2. ’hotograph of drugstore closing in Little Tokio” Los Angeles, CC Npil i o2 Reconds o
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1042 ecords ol the War Relocation Authoritny, RG 210

4. Back cover: Photograph of Tule Lake intermmaent camypy, Nesvelll NN by 200 1040
Records of the War Relocotion Authority, RG 210,

‘ 5. Galley prool recommendation o Wesiern Grosw ers Protecnyve ASsocianon, Febiiany S
JO42. 1estimony hetore the select Cammitiee nvestigating National Detcerse Nazraton Hoiise

of Representatives, 77t Congress, 2d session Records of the USs) Touse of Represeni v es
[R€; 2333,

6. Lxcoutive Order 9006, February 1901042 General Records ol thie Uos Goverment [ 11
7. Puddic Leanwy 5030 NMarch 21, 1942, General Records ol the U s Governneni, BGl
8.

Broadside, Civilian BExclusion Order Noo 108, Juhv 22, 10420 Records of the Wap 1Reloc ation
Autthority, RG 211G

§. Report on Reiocation and the Constituton, August 120 1942 Records ot the Wan Betoe aon
Authoriny, 1R 210,

10, Interviesw swith James Rajisvara, August 1 TO8SE Commission on S artnme Reloo anon and

Iienmiment of Civilians, Records of ‘Temporary Committees, Commissions, and Boards 13,
220

11 Pubddic L JOO-383, August 10, 1988, General Records of the US, Gosetnanenit, i3 1
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1942, Records o the Olice of the Secretan ot War, ]RG o7,
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39 VI
MONO. SEC.

Qur connty is very limited in housing facilities for groups of people such as
these aliens would bep however, provision might be made to take carc of small
numbers. Stanislaug’ County is not greatly burdened with many Japanese,
either foreign or United States citizens.

Hoping this may help to answer some of your questions, I am

Sincerely yours,
JauN T. HALFoRD,
Secretary Countly Form Buresu.

WeEsTERN GROWERS PROTECTIVE ASSOCIATION,
Los Angeles, Calif.
The followjng recommendation was adopted by the hoard of directors of the
Western Growdts Protective Association, at its regular stated dircctors’ meeting
on February 8, 1942: .

The Western Growers Protective Association, whose membership is comprised
of approximately 85 percent of the vegcuable movement from California and
Arizong, {eeling that its experience with Japanese labor—both alien and American
citizens of Japanese parentage—nplaces it in a position to recognize the California
agricultural situation better than any other body, calls to your attention the
following facts:

California fresh vegetables and inclons, as grown for shipment to the cntire
United States, are grown by white growers in about 94 percent. The Western
Growers Protective Association hereby goes on record as siating that the flow of
California vegetables to the entire country would not be affected should either or
both the alien Japanese or the American citizens of Japanese parentage be re-
moved from the vegetable industry.

The Western Growers Protective Association and its members, through their
association with Japanese alicns and Amwerican citizens of Japanese parentage,
both as emnployers and farmers, feel that they are in a position to better know the
character and feelings of such Japanese than any other group of men. It is the
consensus of ovpinion of the Western Growers Protective Association and its
members that no individual alien Japanese, or that no individual American citizen
of Japanese parentage, can be judged as to his loyalty solely by past experience.
It is the opinion of said association and its members that a good proportion of
both alien Japanese and American citizens of Japanese parentage are loyal to the
United States of America, yet that some percentage of both aliens and citizens
of Japanese parentage may be micre layal to Japan. Consequently, said Western
Growers Protective Association and its members. realizing that both alien Jap-~
anese and American citizens of Japanesc parentage who are loyal to the United
States would be willing to endure any hardship to eliminate the possibility of any
disloyal action on the part of any of their group—petition that all alien Japunese
and American citizens of Japanese parentage be removed to a point where, in the
opinion of the Army and Navy, there may be no possibility of such disloyal action
affecting the security of the United States.

And, in conjunction with the recommendations of the Los Angeles County
Defense Cominittee, the Western Growers Proteetive Assoeiation coneur in the
following recommendations of the said Los Angeles County Defense Committee:

That gnpnnoae in the fotlowing classifications be moved to poiuts in ‘e Roeky
Mountain sugar-beet arcas, or other areas decined safe by the militar anthoritics
where housing facilitics are available, regardless of whether their ‘abor ean im-
mediately be used.

All Japanese who reside within 50 miles of the Pacifiz couxt and Mexiean border,
or who reside in other areas within a 10-mile radius of munition plants or military
camps; including—

(a) Alien Japancse of all ages,

(b) Nonalien Japancse under 18 years of age living with alien parents.

(c) All other Japanese who have Amecrican citizenship, this to be attempted at
first by an appeal that they remove themsclves on their own volition. If this
voluntary aetion is not immediate and fully effective the necessary Federal action
should be undertaken. .

Federal Security Administration should be charged with the responsibility of
developing housing facilitics. They should use wherever postible, the present
facilities pending construction of vther housing units.

The United States Department of Agriculture should be charged with the respon-
sibility of utilizing this labor to the fullest extent in the newly located regions.

The services of the State departinent of agriculture and the county agriculturat
commissioners be utilized to assist landlords and farm operators in finding new
farmers to take over leased lands for harvesting of crops now planted and planting
of new cropa.

These recommendations are made with encouragement that action be eompleto
and immediate.
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XXECUTIVE OHDER

AUTHORIZING THE SECERTARY OF WAR TO PRESCRIBR
FILITARY AHRAS

WHAREAS the sucocessful prosecuticn of the war
requires every possible protection against espiocnage
and against ssbotage to naticnal-4defense matsrial,
national-defsnse prenises, and nationsl-defense util-
ities as defined in Ssction 4, Aot of April 20, 1918,
40 Stat, 533, as amended by the Act of Norvember 30,
1940, 54 Stat. 1220, snd the Act of August 21, 1941,

55 Stat, 655 (U. S. C., Titls 50, Sec. L04):

NG, THEREFOR™, by virtue of the authority
vested in me as President of the United States, and
Commander in Chief of the Army and Navy, I hereby
authorize and direct the Secretary of War, and the
Militery Commenders whom he may from time to time
designate, whensver he or any designated Commander
deems such action pecessery or desiradble, to presoribe
military areas in such places and of such extent as he
or the eppropriate Military Commander may determine,
from vhich any or all persons may be excluded, and with
respect to whieh, the right of any person to enter, re-
main in, or leave shall bo subject to whatever restric-

tions the Secretary of War or the approprimte Military

National Archives: Internment
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Commander may impose in his discretion. The Secre-
texry of War is hereby authorizod to provide for
rasidents of any such srea who are excluded there-
from, such transportetion, food, shelter, and other
accormodations as may be necagsary, in the judement
of the Secretary of Yar or the seid ililitary Com~
mander, and until other arrengements are made, to
accomplish the purpose of this order. The designa-~
tion of military arees in env region or locality
shell supersede designations of prohibited end re-
stricted areas by the .Attorney Ceneral under the
Proclamations of Decamber 7 end 8, 1941, and shall
supersede tLe responsiboility and autkLority of tLe
Avtorney General under the seid Proclamations in re-
gpect ol sucn probibited and restricted areas,

I hereby further autborize and direct the
Secretary of Yar and tune said llilitary Comrmanders
to tase suck other steps me ue or t.e appropriate
I'1litery Comander mey deer adviseble to ernforce
coplimnce with tLe restrictions apolicable to each
¥i{litery aree iereinabove authorized to be desipmnated,
Incluinc tie use of Federal troops and other Federal
‘sencles, with authority to eccept assistance of state

and local asencies,

National Archives: Internment
Document 6
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I hereby further authorize and direct all Exec-
utive Departments, independent establishmenta and othar
Foederal Agenciess, to assist the Secoretary cf War or the
said Militery Commanders in carrying out this Zzecutive
Ordar, including the furnishing of medical aid, hospitsl-
igation, food, clothing, transportation, use of land,
shelter, and other supplies, equipment, utilities, facilie
tiesa, and aservices,

This crder shall not be construed as modifying or
limiting in any way tLe authority herstofore grented under

Rxeoutive Order No, 8972, dated Decsmbder 12, 1941, nor

shell it be construed as limiting or modifying the duty end
reeponsibility of the Federsl Bureau of Investigetion, with
respect to the invastigation of allegsd acts of sabotege or

the duty and responsibility of the Attorney Genmeral &nd the

Depariment of Justice under the FProclamations of December

7 and 8, 1941, presoribing reguletions for the conduct and

control of alien enemies, except as such duty and responsi-

bility is superseded hy the designation of military areas

hereunder.

THE \[IZITE HOUSE,

rebmaryy , 1942,

Fes 21 12 31 PU M

(L [ PR b
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o - @

. /A’:“,{/MWW

N

National Archives: Internment

Document 6

21




Severty-seventh ongreas of the Wnited Stutes of Bmeriey;

At the Soecond Feegsion

Begun and held at the City of Washington on Monday, the fifth
day of January, one thousand nine hundred and forty-two

AN ACT

To provide a penalty for violation of restrictions or orders with
respect to persons entering, remaining in, leaving, or committing
any act in military areas or zones.

Be it enuated by the Senate and Houxe of Representativer of the
United Statex of Ainerica in Congress asxembled, That whoever shall
enter, remain in, leave, or commit any act in any military area or
military zone preseribed, under the authority of an Executive order
of the President, by the Secretary of War, or by any military com-
mander designated by the Secretary of War, contrary to the restric-
tions applicable to any such nrea or zone or contrary to the order of
the Secretary of War or any such military commander. shall, if it
appears that he knew or should have known of the existence and
extent of the restrictions or order and that his act was in violation
thereof, be guilty of a misdemeanor and upon conviction shall be
liable to a fine of not to exceed $5,000 or to imprisonment for not

more than one year, or both, for each offense.

L
/vesident or The Seraty pre Tcmpovg

ﬂfu ¥4 /f?&_
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_ \\'op\\ Headquar. s
\30(0\‘ Western Defense Command
and Fourth Army

Presidio of San Francisco, California
July 22, 1942

Civilian Exclusion Order No. 108

1. Pursuant to the provisions of Public Proclamations Nos. 1 and
6, this Headquarters, dated Mareh 2, 1042, and June 2, 1942, re.
spectively, it 18 hereby ordered that from and after 12 o’clock noon,
P.W.T., of Tuesday, August 11, 1942, all persous of Japanese ancestry,
both alien and non.alien, be excluded from that portion of Military
Area No. 2 described as follows:
All that portion of the County of Tulare, State of California,
within the boundary beginning at the point at which the weast-
erly line of U. 8. Highway No. 99 intersects the Fresno-Tulare
County Line; thence northeasterly along said County Line to its
intersection with the westerly line of California State Highway
No. 65; thence goutherly along the westerly line of said Highwny
No. 65 to its intersection with California State Highway No.
198; thence westerly along {he goutherly lina of said State High-
way No. 198 to its intersection with U. 8. Highway No. 99;
thence northwesterly along the westerly line of said Highway
e) No. 99 to the point of beginning.

2. A responsible member of each family, and each individual liv-
ing alone, in the above described area will report between the hours
of 8:00 A. M. and 5:00 P. M., Monday, July 27, 1942, or during the
same hours on Tuesday, July 28, 1942, to the Civil Control Station
located at:

W&

Visalia Municipal Auditorium,
Visalia, California.

3. Auny person subject to this order who fails to comply with any
of its provisions or with the provisions of published instructions per-
taining hereto or who is found in the above area after 12 o’clock noon,
P.W.T., of Tuesday, August 11, 1942, will be liable to the criminal pen-
alties provided by Public Law No. 503, 77th Congress, approved Mavch
21, 1942, entitled ‘“An Act to Provide a Penalty for Violation of
Restrietions or Orders with Respect to Persons Entering, Remaining
in, Leaving or Committing any Act in Military Areas or Zones,"’ and
alien Japanese will be subject to immediate apprehension and intern.
ment,

4. All persons within the bounds of an established Assembly
Center or Relocation Project pursuant to instructions from this Head-
quarters are excepted from the provisions of this order while those
persons are in such Assembly Center or Relocation Project.

J. L. DeWirr

Lieutenant General, U. S. Army
Commanding '

' National Archives: Internment
Document 8

23
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“ C. E. Order 108

WESTERN DEFENSE COMMAND AND FOURTH ARMY
WARTIME CIVIL CONTROL ADMINISTRATION

Presidio of San Franclsco, Califoranla

INSTRUCTIONS
TO ALL PERSONS OF

JAPANESE

ANCESTRY
LIVING IN THE FOLLOWING AREA:

All that portion of the County of Tulare, State of Calilornix,
within the boundary beginning at the point at which the west-
erly line of U, S. Highway No. 99 intersects the I'resno-Tulare
County Line; thence northeasterly along sanid County fine 1o 115
intersection with the westerly line of Culifornin State Highway
No. 65; thence southerly along the westerly line of said Highway
No. 65 to its intersection with California State Highway No.
198; thence westerly along the southerly line of said State High-
way No, 198 to its intersection with U. S. Highway No. 99,
thence northwesterly anlong the westerly line of said Flighway
9 No. 99 to the point of beginuning.

Pursuant to the provisions of Civitian Bxelusion Order No. 198, this
Headquarters, dated July 22, 1942, all persons of Japanese ancestry,
both ulien and non-alien, will be evacuated from the above nrea by 12
o’'clock noon, P.W.T., Tuesduy, Aungust 11, 1942,

No Japanese person will be permitted to move into, or out of, the
above avea after 5:00 A. M., PW.T.,, Wednesday, July 22, 1942, with-
out obtaining special permission from the representative of the Com-
manding Ceueral, Northern California Sector, at the Civil Control
Stution located at:

Vigalin Municipal Auditorium,
Visalia, California.

Such permits will only be granted for the purpose of uniting memters
of a family, or in cases of grave emergency.

The Civil Control Station is equipped to assist the Japanese
population affected by this evacuation in the following ways:

1. Qive advice and instructions on the evacuation.

2. Provide services with respect to the management, leasing, sale,
storage or other disposition of most kinds of property, such «s real
estate, business and professional equipment, household goods, boats,
autoieobiles and livestoek.
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3. Provide temporary Jidence elsewhere for all Japanese in
family groups.

4. Transport persons and a limited smount of clothing and equip-
ment to their new residence.

THE FOLLOWING INSTRUOTIONS MUST BE OBSERVED:

1. A responsible member of each family, preferably the head of
the family, or the person in whose name most of the property is held.
and each individual living alone, will report to the Civil Control
Station to receive further instructions. This must be done between
8:00 A. M. and 5:00 P. M. on Monday, July 27, 1942, or between
8:00 A. M. and 5:00 P. M. on Tuesday, July 28, 1942.

9. Evacuees must carry with them on departure for the Reloen-
tion Project the following property:

(a) Bedding and linens (no matiress) for each member of the
family;

(b)- Toilet articles for each member of the family;

{¢) Extra clothing for ench member of the family;

(d) Essential personai effects for each member of the family,
provided the total baggage does not exceed 150 pounds for
each person over 11 years of age and 76 pounds for each
child under 12 and over § years of age. Other personal
effects can be shipped at the evacuees’ expense, by parcel
post or express to the Relocation Project.

All itemg taken on the train or shipped must be packaged, tied
and plainly marked with the name of the owner and numbered
according to instructions obtained at the Civil Control Station where
more detailed information can be obtained as to items likely to be
needed.

3. No pets of any kind will be permitted.

4. The United States Government through its agencies will pro-
vide for the storage, at the sole risk of the owner, of the more sub.
stantial household items, suck as iceboxes, washing machines, pianos
and other heavy furniture. Cooking utensils and other small items
will be accepted for storage if crated, packed and plainly marked
with the name and address of the owner. Only one name and address
will be useC by a given family.

5. Bach family, and individual living alone, will be furnished
transportation to the Reloc~tion Project. Private means of transpor-
tation will not be utilized. All instructions pertaining to the move-
ment will be obtained at the Civil Control Station,

Qo to the Civil Control Station between the hours of 8:00 A. M. and
65:00 P. M., Monday, July 27, 1842, or between the hours of
8:00 A. M. and 5:00 P. M, Tuesday, July 28, 1942, to receive
further instructions.

J. L. DEWrTT
Lieutenant General, U. S. Army
Commanding
July 22, 1942

Sce Civilinn Fxctusion Orrler No, 108,
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WAR RELOCATION AUTHORITY
WASHIXGTOL

RELOCATION AMM THZI CONSTITUTION

Prepared by the Cffice of the Solicitor and the 0ffice of
Reports for use of the War Relocation Authority Staff

CONFIDELNTIAL CONFIDZNTIAL COI'FIDEITIAL

ihen Uncle Sam last larch ordered 112,000 people of Japarese
ancestry to pack up and move out of military areas on the Pacific
coast his action generated a storm of discussion and raised some
legal questions of fundamental importance to the American people,

It was the first time in the history of the United States
that anything like that had ever beer. done. True, the military
dictators of Zurope could have taken such action with no suections
asked, but in a democracy — well, that was a different matter.

In the first place, two-thirds of the Japanese peonle in this
country were born rere and are therefore citizens — uith the sane
rights as any of the rest of us. Where then, did the Federal Gevern-
ment get its legal authority te uproot a whole people and transplant
them? ‘/hat basis could be found in the Constitution for such action?
Did it mean that the Bill of Rizhts was also to be scrapped for the
duration?

There is no pat answer for these guestions nor can they tc
considered from the standpoint of what would have been righy an’
ten yeers apo, or cven one year ago hen thidls country was not at
Thev must be considered again:t thue tackdrop of total war, =nd irom
Lhe standpoint of a nation fighting for its .xistencc.

The legal issucs involved in this mass movemcnt of the poople
of Japan=s. ancestry really divide themselves into two separate and
distinct parts. Th. first has to do with th. cvacuation -- the lugal
right of the President in autliorizing the military to order th: ro-
moval of a group of peoplu and theldr exclusion from certain designatod
areas along th. Paciiic coast. Th. sccond has to do with their ro-
location — the lvpal right of the Foderal Government to detzin the
Jzpanese people in lsolated communitils ostablisiad for then in the
interior.

I-1232-P1 of L-Bi-C8C-T

National Archives: Internment
Document 9

27 27




The authority for evacuating the Japanesc from the mest coast
was contained in an Exequtive Order of the President issued Febroary
19, 19.2, authorizing military authorities "to preacribe military
areafseses.fram which any cr all persons nay. be excludodys " (Note
particulerly that the order does not specificelly.desigmate the
Japansse people, and that ®any or all persons® may be so exoluded,
citizens and aliens alike, )

Whether the President had the power to issue such an order has
not yet bsen tosted in the courts, There is, however, little doubt
that as Chisf Executive and Commander-in- Chief of tha -grd Navy
he docs have this power in ‘the light of the existing military amergency.
On tarch 2, 1942, Congress passed a law which ratified, by implication,
his action; this law provided penalities for violation-of thae restric-
tions imposéd under terms of the Executive Order. The statute pro-
vides a %5,000 fine and a yoar in Jail or both, for anyono who %sghall

‘enter, remain in, or lb&ve....2 military area....contrary to restric-

tions."

In their z;clatmnalup td the Federal Goverment, individuals
fzll into three major groups: (a) citizens; (b) alien friends;
(¢) alien enemies,

In dealing with enemy aliens there is no question whatever as
to the President's powerg —— they are practically unlimited. Under the
Eremy Alfen Act, he has absolute authority during war-time to order
then deported, or put behind barbed-wire or to dircct their activities
in any other way thet he may deem necessary, Therefore, since Japanese
iliens arc cnemy aliens, the legel right of the Federal Goverment to
order their detention at relocation centers is clear, {About onc-third
of the evacuzted Japonese are alicns.)

The status of alicn fricnds (citizens or subjects of fricndly
or allied nations) is entirely diffcrent. Theyr are entitled to all
the safeguards of the Feder:l Constituticn and are protected zgainst
var-tine restraints to substantially the same degrea as are citizens
of the United States,

The nain constitutionsl problea certters around detaining
Anerican citizens of Japancse ancestry. Under swecping war-time
pcers, e Fedoral Govermment can order the detention, or place
othar restricticn upon ANY citizen — so long as sweh restrictions
arc justificd, rc2sonable and ncccssary in the protection of reticnal
safity and in the nreservaticn of national cexistence, That does not
meun, however, that the Goverment car set aside the Bill of Rights
to suit its cenvenicnce, Every citisgen still has redress to the courts,
Every eitizen £till roteins the rights guarenteed him by the 5ill of
Rights—but thcsc rights may be curtailed in time of war to protect
the national safcty.

6-05%0-BU-CO-ST-WP
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So the tornsaitutioneld cuestion siarers domi Lo this: Can it
be shown thet thc detention of citizerJcopanesc ab relocation centers

L& a reascnable und nncessary step for the proteciion of national
safoty?

How the courts will answer that question is as yet wndejermined,
but here, in broad cutline, are the defense positions the Foderal Govern—
nont will take in the ovent the legality of its evacuetion and reloca—
tion program is challenged:

The action taken with respect to Japanese in this country :s
Justifiable on the grourds of military nccessity for several rcasons,

1. 411 Javaresc lcok very rmuch dike to a vhite person — it
is hard for us to distinguish between them. It :ould be hard to tell
a Jepansse soldier in disguise from a resicent Jepanese, The dangor
of infiltration by Japancse parachutists, soldiers, etc. is, there—
fore, reduced and the chancas of detecting eny attenpt at infiltra-
tion are increased,

Z. The Japanese Goverrmecnt hzs olways tricd to nmaintain close
ties with and:cortrol over Japanese peoplc in this country with the
result that wany of them have never rcally becn absorbed into Ameri-
can life and culture, kany Jspznese—Americens have been educated in
Japan. lany, believerc in Shintoism, worship the Emperor and regard
his orders as suerior to any loyalty they nay owc the United States,
Therefore, the aciion has reductd the danger of successrul invasion
by removing an clement cf the populétion whicnh had never been #s5.imi-
lated and which mizht not succescivlly withstend the strong emcticnal
impulse to change Icyaltics or give wry to their +rue feclinzs in the
event that Jepanese troops should land ¢n osur shores,

3+ Evscuation and limited doterntion of the Japanese is justa-
fied ac a meesurce in the provention of sabotege and fifth—cclumn
activities. we imow that there is a Japerese fifth-colunn in this
country but norody tnows who is in it of hoi large it is. Somc members
of it hzwve been czught and, nfter 3 hearing, interned. Since it is
imyossible for us tc Aistinguisl: betcen the lcoysl and the disloyal
Japanese, wc may aveild the denger of fifth—column activily, schotage
ond espionaze by removirg el Jap:inecr froa the darger zones and "
detainin; th.n .n other placee,

Ly I tlme of wer the adgaent ¢f the -ilitsry awthoritier is

entitled to great woight and saondd no Lo if U1y pushed :aide,

Since ther hizve decided that cvacustron . dciention of the Jeopancs
0 &

is 2 wcessary nrecaviicn in fihieng *his var the o 3udgnent chovld

stand urless Kt ac proved wroeng.

6-0530-BU~CO-ST -WP
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5. Tho action tuken was rossonsble and noccasary for the
protection of the Japrnose themselves, It minimized the dangers of
mob wiolence and local disgrders g.cwing out of war hysteria am
recial discriuination, Through lcsscning the possibility of harsh
treatment of Japanese in thie country (incidents which would-have
been exploited promptly by Axis propagandists wio wish to make it
appear to be a race war) it look-eway an excuss far even harsher
rataliatory treatment of Americen prisoners by Japan,

Sincoe its crcation by Executive Ordsr of the President on
Yarch 18, 194z, as the agency charged with the responsibility of
relocating the Japanese after teir evacuation, the War Relocation
Authority hes taken steps to strengthen its position on ths consti-
tutional qurstion bty the adoption of administrative procedures to
relax regulations ard pemit citdzen—Japsnese to lewwve relocation
centere to accept employment urder certain specified -conditions,
These procedures will change an absclute dstcntion into & qualifdced
datontion and will therefore strengthcn the reosapnableness of the
action.

It is of course impossible, in the light of p~-sent-day
circumstances, to appraise the roaction of the courts tc the snecific
questions raised by the c¢vacuation and the relocation progrem, and
this sumary is intended only to point out and call attention to some
of the lepal problems involved,

At least one case ig being tried in the courts, in which an
American citizcen of Japencese ancostry is suing for a writ of habees
corpus, on the ground thot sne is being itlegaly detained against
her will in o rclocetion cenmter.  The decision of the courts in this
case undoubtedly irill have a significant cffect on the future of
the oliA progrea and on the livee of the citizens new living in the
relocation centers,

6-0530- BU-CO-QT -WP
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My name is James Hiroshi Kajiwara; I was born in San Francisco, May 28,

— gl

INTERVIEW WITH JAMES KAJIWARA

1915. I spent a few years of my childhood in San Francisco, but most
of my childhood days were spent in Los Angeles--went to grammar school,
Junior high and high school in Los Angeles. In 1935 we moved back to
San Francisco where my parents opened up a Chinese/Japanese art goods
Store,

On Sunday, December 7, 1941 (Pearl Harbor Day) my friends and I were out
in Chinatown having lunch and we heard these Chinese people talk about
*Japontoy" which means "Japanese."” I told my friends, "“Gee, they're
talking about us--something must be wrong." Well, anyway, we walked
back after having lunch and on my way back to the store, I met this
lady and she s.id thg Japanese had bombed Pearl Harbor. We were quite
shocked and I told her that the Japanese wouldn't do such a thing.
Well, anyway, we walked down to our store; he went to his store and I
went to my parents' store and told my mother that the Japanese had
bombed Pearl Harbor and my mother and dad laughed and said, "Oh, the
Japanese wouldn't be so stupid to do such a thing." My mother went to
lunch and when she came back she said that it was true. The Japanese
had bombed Pearl Harbor. So. we decided to go home and see what my
grandmother and my sister were doing. We lived on Buchanan and Bush
Streets; on our way home, about Laguna and Bush, we were stuck because
that was the edge of Japantown and they asked us where we were going
and we said we live here in Japantown, just about a block away; so

we procceded on home. The following Monday, we went to the store and
did business as normal and a couple of days later, some inspector (I
think from the Army or the FBI, I don't remember) came and asked us
who owned the store and I said that the store was under my name--I

was an American citizen. They said OK. Then, as the week went by,

we were finally given notice to close the store for our cwn safety
until some of the heat was off, so we closed for a couple of weeks and
then later on, they told us we were able to operate our store and the
stores that were owned by Nationals had someone from the Treasury De-
partment watching the cash registers so that none of the money from

the sales would go to the people who owned the stores, whereas in my

-1-
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case, since 1 was an American citizen, there was no one watching our

cash register. 3o we were able to operate our store for, I forget

how long, then we got notice that we would have to go to Tanforan,

which was on April 27, 1942. Previous to that, my wife and I had

¢ .ten engaged and during the engagement party, we noticed a few
Caucasians hanging around and, as soon as our engagement party was

over, these two Caucasians approached my brother-in-law and took him

into Bismarck (the camp) and this was way before we went into camp.

Well, anyway, we were supposed to be married on Easter Sunday in

April. My wife lived on Locust and Sacramento and we found out that

that section of San Francisco was going to Santa Anita, so we had to
cancel all our plans and had to get married right away because we were
going to Tanforan. So we got married on April 2, 1942; we went.to the
assembly center at Tanforan on April 27, 1942. We were the second family
to go into Tanforan and were assigned to this little room. Our bedroom
was a horse stall with doors that were split where the horses would stick
their heads out--I don't know what you call them--Dutch doors, or whatever,
That was our bedroom. My mother, dad, sister and grandmother lived in
the outer edge of this little area. When we were assigned to this area,
I sat down with tears in my eyes because, here I am an American citizen

being held a prisoner in my own native land.

[ forget how many months we spent in Tanforan before we moved on to
Topaz., We were the first group to go to Topaz and we traveled by

train and everytime we pulled into a railroad station, the blinds

1ad to be drawn; no one wanted to 1ook out anyway because they were
scared; there were armed guards and everything. We were in an old
railroad train with horsehair stuffing and we finally got to Topaz

and to a town called Delta, Delta was just a little one-~horse

town; we got onto Army trucks and went to Camp Topaz. Topaz was
located on a dry lake bed of the former Lake Seiver, full of alkaline
Just~--one mile square with every guard towers every 100 yards with a
sentry up there with his machine gun. Our barracks, since we were

:he first group, were incomplete; there were no partitions in the toilets
ind no toilet seats; the food was so-so, but anyway, we set up camp for
:he other groups that were coming up.

lamp life--during the time we were in camp, my oldest son was born in

‘opaz. I was working at the time when he was born, so I didn‘'t have all

-2-
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waiting in the waiting room like a normal father would have.
Hamp life was very regimented--we had to go tc our mess hall, sit down

The gong would go off and we would all march to the mess hall, sit

down and have dinner. Sometimes on the menu they would have things

that we were just not used to eating, like hearts and kidneys which

were very strange to us., It was all right for the Caucasians, I guess

but we weren't used to it. Most of us worked at various jobs~-in fact

we were the second largest city in the state of Utah.
camp.

We ran our own
I think I got around $19 a month in wages--of course, we got our

room and board, such as it was. Before camp was really set up, the families

didn*t have much privacy-~the partitions weren't set up.

We could hear
everything from the other rooms,

Finally they put in sheet rock. 1In
the wintertime, they issued heavy jackets but still we had to buy our

>wn winter clothes from Sears Roebuck or Montgomery Ward. There was

1eat in our barracks, when we had enough coal--we were always scrounging

iround for extra buckets of coal so we could Keep warm. Going from

sarracks to the showers and back, with wet hair, was really miserable.

yne time this man, somehow or other he had gotten a couple of dogs,
me dog went out beyond the barbed wire fence.

The man tried to call
he dog,

but the dog wouldn‘t come back, so he crossed over the barbed
‘ire fence and that's when he got shot and killed.

This was in Topaz.

So, in order to retaliate, a lot of us went on strike and, since I

orked in the Commissary, none of us worked when--our Commissary also

rovided military police with food, so when none of us worked, they

ere not able to get their issue of food from the warehouse,
s would go to the warehouse to get it for them,

apanese man who was shot.

as none of
in protest for the
Our boss got the food for them, The MPs

2re not the normal type of GIs that would go overseas;
2re not

these MPs
of the caliber to be what you would call “fighting men".

1eir intelligence was below normal; some of them couldn't even read
- write, because many times we'd go from Topaz to Delta and we would
10w our passes and we would have them upside down and they wouldn't

10w the difference-~that's how doumb they were.

)ing back to Topaz, before the camp was really complete--before the

ieetrock was put in, there were no walls or celiling so it was real

11d and we had only tarpaper as outuer protection. S0, finally, when
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cause we would get these awful duststorms--that alkaline dust would

just go through our windows and we had to sleep with sheets over our
heads and when we awoke in the morning we could see where all the

alkaliine dust had gone into our rooms and into our clothing, probably

some of it into our lungs, too. There was times when whirlwinds

would come through, garbage cans would be picked up, peopel would be
xnocked down by these minor whirlwinds going through camp--that was
a bad experience for some of the people,

A\ typical day in camp would be--you'd get up in the morning, walk
over to the men's section of the bathroom where we'd all brush our

-eeth, shave, wash our faces, comb our hair {(each of us with our little

cowel and kit). Then we'd go back to cur barracks and then the break-

‘ast gong or bell would ring and then we'd go have breakfast. After

>reakfast, we'd go to our own designated jobs we had in camp. Everyone
rad a job of some form. After we'd put in our four hours on the job,
ve'd go bhack to our designated blocks where we had our own mess hall
ind ve'd have our lunch. After lunch, I think we had an hour for

ve'd go back to our jobs and around 4130 or 5:00 we'd quit work and
70 back to our barracks and have our dinner.

lunch,

A lot of us started getting

smart and bought electric stoves and bought canned goods and if we didn't

ikKe v*at was on the menu, we'd open up the canned goods and have that

1ilong with our dinner. As time went on, we'd start bringing our dinners
iome from the mess hall because we were able to scrounge around and

'ind some wood left over from the carpenters and were able to build
ables and room dividers.

'hen the WRA came out with their loyalty questionnair, question 27 was
Are you willing to serve in the Armed Forces of the United States on
ombat duty wherever ordered?" and I answered "“yes" very faithfully
ecause this was a very good chance for us to prove our loyalty, but
hen there were a lot of other Kibei boys that were in our block in
opaz that were very rebellious, because they couldn't see our being
hrown into camp and stomped on and then to have Uncle Sam come up and
ay, well, can you come and serve in our Armed Forces? They resented
hat question very much and we were kind of scared. We thought they
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//45 us bodily harm, when they asked us how we were answering that
_:stion, we would say “no-no" when actually we had said “yes-yes."

‘hose times were a littly hairy for us "loyal American."

Jjuestion 28 asking us to swear unqualified allegiance to the United
itates and forswear any allegiance to the Japanese Emperor--my wife

ind I went along with “yes-yes" and like I said before, there was

'ough going with the Kibei, but as the days went by, a few of the Kibei
»oys did acknowledge the fact that they were mistaken and were hasty

.n making their decision against us and so they were sympathetic with
18 later on.

fe .id feel that there was a contradiction in that the United States
»ut us into camps and then turned around and asked us to fight for
:hat same country that treated us so unjustly, but most of us felt
:hat this was a chance for us Japanese-American (Nisei, Sansei) like
e to be able to prove to the United States that, even though they
1ad put us into these concentration camps and had taken everything
way from us, when the time comes that the United States needs a
1elping hand, we would all volunteer and help--therefore proving
hat we are loyal Americans, regardless of whether we look like
Japanese,

111 in all, it really hurt me because, being born and raised in the
Jnited States and then having to go to camp without proving our loyalty,
}ell, if the United States government came and asked us Japanese-
wmericans, Nisei or Sansei, would we fight against Japan, I'm sure

39% would say yes, we would take up arms, because the United States is
>ur home., But we never did have a chance to prove that and this I'11
hever forget iecause, if they had asked us at that time, we all

Would have joined up in the Army because later on, when we were in
topaz, the United States army came and asked us to volunteer which we
pll did. You can see how well the 442nd boys had done and also some

in military intelligence, too, had proven themselves. They had to prove
}egardless of whether they were in camp or not, that they were good,
First-class American citizens and many boys, in order to prove this,

never came back from Europe or the Facific.

3
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gft camp in 1944 in December. I left to go to Detreit, Michigan;
* found a job there, not to my liking, but it was a job.

/hen we were in Detroit, I worked at a couple of jobs and another
son, Jimmy, was born there in Highland Park, Michigan. My wife and
and the two boys drove back from Detroit to California and stayed
/ith my parents. 1 started applying for jobs--it seemed like
1lmost everyday I was filling out job applications--we'll call you,
ijon*t call us. There was still discrimination against us Japanese-
«mericans, even though there was all that publicity about the 442nd
ind how well they had done-~the "Go for Broke' boys--there was still
liscrimination against us at that time. It made me feel hurt that
;ome of my friends had died in the Pacific and also in Europe to prove
chat they were first-class American citizens and still we were met
rith this discrimination after everything was all over. Even after
t was proved that the Japanese-Americans here and in Hawaii had never
:abotaged or proved themselves to be bad citizens.

've told my children about the camps and they were realliy surprised

‘hat something like this could happen. In fact, my second son, whom
lost in Vietnam--Jim-~-he got killed March 11, 1967. He was in

"letnam only two months and 11 days and he got killed. Hearing about

iis parents being in camp didn‘'t bother him--he just went on to Vietnam

.0 prove, like the other boys had done in World War II, that he was

1so a good first-class citizen cof the United States., Jim was only

‘0 years old when he got killed. He went over there trying tc prove

oW good we were--he didn't dodge the draft like going over to Canada

ike some of the draft dodgers did,

don't find it difficult to discuss the camplife--there were so
\any experiences that I don't Xnow which ones to talk about. When

bunch of us get together, sometimes we talk about camp--the in-
idents which have happened to friends, We look back and think of
hat as a bad experience in our lives. We don't look back as an

nchor to hold us back, because after all, we've got to go forward--
‘e can't look back.

15,000 is all right for compensation--money is secondary with me--

would like to see that people realize that we were incarcerated
gainst our will and put into camps.

—6-
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.

1 support redress and reparations.

I'm glad that the NCRR is working
towards helping us older SamSEA

to prove that we were incarcerated
without trial and a thing like this can happen to other minority

groups if the time comes and I hate to see anything like this happen
to any other minority-~-the experience we had to go through.

W/VM W

/

5/1(
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Public Law 100-383
100th Congress
An Act

To implement recommendations of the Comminsion on Wartime Relocation and
Internsment of Civilians.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the
United States of America in Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. PURPOSES.

The purposes of this Act are to—

1) acknowl the fundamental injustice of the evacuation,
relocation, and internment of United States citizens and perma-
nent resident aliens of Japanesa anceatry during World War II;

(2) apologize on behalf of the people of the United States for
the evacuation, relocation, and internment of such citizens and
permanent resident aliens;

(8) provide for a public education fund to finance efforts to
inform the &ublic about the internment of such individuals so as
to prevent the recurrunce of any similar event;

(‘;) make restitution to those individuz's of Jap&nese ancestry
who were intsrned;

(6) make restitution to Aleut rediderits of the Pribilof Islands
and the Aleutian Islands weet of Unimak Island, in settlement
of United States obligations in equity and at luw, for—

(A) injustices suffered and unreasonable hardships en-
dured whils those Aleut residents were under United States
control during World War I;

(B) person vemrelv-ty taken or destroyed by United States
forces during World War II;

(C) community property, including community church
a,mpe taken or destroyed by United States forces during

orld War IT; and

(D) traditional village lands on Attu Island not rehabili-
tated after World War II for Aleut occupation or other
productive use;

{6) discourage the occurrence of similar injustices and viola-
tions of civil liberties in the future; and

(7) make more credible and gincere any deciaration of concern
by the United States over violations of human righta committed
by other nationa.

8EC. 2. STATEMENT OF THE CONGRESS.

{a) Wit REGARD TO INDIVIDUALS OF JAPANXSE ANcCESTRY.—The
Congress recognizes that, as described by the Commission on War-
time Relocation and Internment of Civili a grave injustice was
done to both citizens and permanent resident aliens of Japanese
ancestry by the evacuation, relocation, and internment of civilians
during World War II. As the Commission documents, these actions
were carried out without adequate security reasons and without any
acts of espionage or sabotage documented by the Commission, and
wore motivated largely by racial prejudics, wartime hysteria, and a

PUBLIC LAW 10(5:’383——AUG. 10, 1988 102 STAT. 903 é

_Aug 10,1988
[H.R. 442)

Human rights.

50 USC app.
1989,

Public
information.

Real property.

50 USC app.
1989a.
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About Using

the MNational Archives:

A Word to Students and Educators

The National Archives and Records Adminis-
ration iNARAY s the federal agency
responsible tor preserving and making anvail-
able o the public the permanenth valuabie
records of the lederal govermment. These
materials provide evidenee of the activities ot
the government trom 1774 1o the present in the
form ol wrinen and printed documaents. maps
and posters. sound recordings, photographs,
tilms. computer tapes, and other mormiation
medicn. These rich archival sources are usctul
1O evervone: 1o lederal otticials sceking intor-
Mation about past actvitios of their agencies:
1O Ciltzens needing data for use in legal
MAters; o lnwvvers, historians, social scien
lists candd public policy planners, enginecrs.
medical rescarchers, novelists and play
wrights., journalists rescarching stories. and
people racing their ancestiry or satisning their
curiosity aboo particuldar historical events.
particulan these records are uscetul 1o vourin
pursuing vour own rescarch, whether proles.
sional or personal.

The organization: and description of records in
an archives diliers from that of books in a
library in threce sighificant swavs. First, the
records are maintained under the name ot the
ageney or buread that creaded them, rather
than under o svstem ol classitication such as
would he ound i adibrary using the Doeswey
decimal system or Library ot Congress classi
lications, tor example, Instead, cach disceree
body of records is assigned a record groug
number: thus the records of the Departiment ol
State are arbitrardly: designaced Record Groggy
549, and the records of the Burcau of Indian
Altairs are arbitrarilyv designaiced Record
Group 75 Thoere are more than 400 record
droups i the National Archives, represening,
(he records of as many burcaus, agencies,
and depariments o the federal government.

Second. records are nLaintained in the sane
order as they were maintained in the agene v
thet created them, allowing the rescarcher 1o
examine how the agency's understandmss of

a4

its mission was roeflected n its organization,
ThHe records o hwo agencies, hureauts, or
departments are never intermixec, however
similar their lunctions, Thus the records of the
National Park service (RG 701 and those ol the
Forest service (RGOS are maintained scepa-
ratchvy even though they both have
responsibility tor public lands.

Finadly, the National Archives does nor for the
Mmost part, use Card catalogs or other library
0ols 1o describe iis holdings, Rather. it
provides neurative descriptions of recovd
sSroups. calted inventories or prefiminan: inven:
1orics and also publishes a Guiddde o the
Nadonal rchives of the United Steaies, which
provides brict desoriptions ol cach record
sroup. This torm of descrpion is nosw (vpical
of most farger archives and manuscript collec:
tions. which have long since abandoned
Costv itenm-by-tem descripion in tavor of o
method that provides the rescarcher an over:
viesw of an entire collection swhose separale
Hems have meaning only in the context of
those items around them.

NARA s a public instituion whose records
and rescarch facilities nationwide are open to
anvone 16 vears o age and older swho will ase
the records according o the simple rules laid
oul tor their protection. These acilities are
tound in the Washington, DO arca, iy the 8
residenuat libraries across the country and
the Nixon Presidential Maderials Stadd in Alexan:
dric, M and in the 12 regional archives
ranging rom 130ston 1o Anchorage. Whoether
vou are pursuing broad historical questions or
arc interested in the history ot vour family:
admittance to the rescarch room at cach ol
hese locations requires onty that vou dill out «
simple form stating vour namee, address, and
rescarch interest A\ stalt member issues an
identitication card, swhich is gQood tor 2 vears,

[ you come 1o the Nattonal Archives orits

outiving rescarch tacilities. yvou will he otlered
At Inrerviesy swith a relerence arehivist.
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You will also he able 1o alk with archivisis
who work dirccty with the records you want,
The best preparation tor using the vitduable
iNformation tat these inerviews provide is to
have o clear definition ol vour gaestions and
o have read as much as possible in the
scecondary sources helore your arrive, A sound
Knowledge ol the tacts of vour topic and s
historical context is your bhest preparation tor
rescarch in primary sowrces, Among the
cssential intormation vou must develop hetore
VOu arrive is the link between vour topic andd
the funcusn of the federal govermment. You
will find information in the National Archives
aboud Jitigation at the lederal level, tor
example. but not at the state level Youwill find
informaticn abhoutl population numbers and

distributic,n bhecause the federal government
conducts a diennial consus, You will find infor-
Mmation about the Constitttional Convention,
which was a national tunction, but not about
the mectings of the Virginia House of
Burgesses, which was both a colonial and
prctederal institation, You will find vital statis:
Hes tor Native American reservations and
military posts bhecause these are maintained
by the tederal government, but not tor cities,
which are not federai crititics.

The bhest printed sowrcee of intormation abou
he holdinges of the National Archives is the
Gitdcle 1o the Noional Archives of the Unitedd
States (GPO, 1988). available in university
libraries, othor rescarch instittutions., and sonice
public libraries. The Guidle describes bricty
cach record group, gives the background and
historn: o cachy ageney represcented by those
records, and provides usctud inlormanon
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aboun access 1o them. To acconumodate users
outside ot Washington, D, the regional
archives hold microtibm copics ot much that is
found in Washington. In addition. the regional
archives contain records created by ticld
offices of the tederal government, including
district and appellate court records, These
records are particularhy uscetul 1or local and
regionad history studices and ininking local
with national historic everns.

Hvou are interested in the educational and
cultural programs of the National Archives, the
oucation Branch ot the Otfice of Pablic
Programs provides these leamingg packages. a
newsleter for 2-vear college insturucions,
wacher workshops attended Hhy instractors
from precollegiate and collegiate levels, a
theater program, and courses in using the
Archives tor gencalogical and general
rescarch. The Othice ot Public PPrograms also
mounts exhibits of records: publishes exhibi-
tion catalogs. reproductions of records, and
guides o holdings: and develops special
ovents and towrs, For intormation about these
programs, write 10 Otlice ol Public Programs,
NARAL Washington, DC 20408,

The Presidential Libraries:

Lierbert Floover Library
20). Box 488
wWest Biranch LA 32358

Franktin D. Roosevelt Librar
S ANy Post Road

Fivde Park, NY 12538

FHarry s, Fruman Library
Independence, MO 64050
Inwvight D, Eisenhoswer Eibrary
Abilene, KS 67410

John b Rennedy Library
Colutmbia PPoint
BRoston, NEN 02125

Lyndon Baines Johnson Library
23153 Red River Street
AUsting TN 78705

Geraldd R Ford Library

1000 Beal wenue

AN Ahor N ASIO9

Jimny Carter Library

Cne Copenhill avenue

Atlantan, G 30307

Nixon Presidential Materrals Statt
845 South Picket Street
ANlexandia, VN 22304
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Ronald Reagan Library
<O Presidential Drive
Simi Valley: CA 930605

National Archives Regional Archives:

National Archives—Noew England Region
380 Trapalo Road
Waltham MA Q2154

National Archives—Northeast Region
Bidg. 22, Military Occean Terminal
Bavonne, N1 O7002

Natonal Archives=Mid Atlantic Region
Ninth & Markel streets
Phifadceiphia. P 1007

Nalional Archives—Ssoutheast Region
1557 S Joseph Aavenue
Lrast Point, GoN 300344

Natonal Archives—Great Lakes Region
72358 South Pulaski Road
Chicago, 1. 60629

National Archives—coentral Plains Region
2312 East Bannistier Road
Ransas City, MO G423

National Archives—Ssouthwest Region

301 West Felix Street

Fort Worth, TX 7615

National Archives—Rocky Mouniain Resgion
Bldg. 48, Denver Federal Coenter

Daenver, CO 80225

National Archives—Pacitic sicrra Region
1000 Commaodore Drive

San Bruno, CA 94060

Natonal Archives—Pacitic southwest Region
24000 Wil Road

Laguna Nigucel, A\ 02677

National Archives—Pacttic Nornwest Rewion
6125 Sand Point Way

Scedtle, W OIS

National Archives—Alaska Region

G54 West Third wenue

ANnchorage. AR 9950

4 49




NOTES




Lot LA B il L )

Documents from the National Archives

Infernment of
Japanese Americans

»r y i * 2 : S k - 'j 2
& e ¢ 3 5 4 A

- - =
-

!

. £ ." v .
: =

3 EY
QY

-
=
~
.z/ y
2o =
1]
s
3
)
©
':‘—\*
) “_:_5
, ]
2
4
v T
o
o
X
e
¥4
5
oY rug
et A

NOTES TO THE INSTRUCTOR
91




Documents from the National Archives

Internment of

Japanese Americans

A Note to the Instructor

The documents in this package. nternment of
Jupanese Americans, are taken entirely from
the holdings of the National Archives and
Records Administration, which preserves and
encourages the use of the historically valuabie
records of the federal government since 1774.
These documents represent a small fraction
of those in the National Archives on this 1opic.
but they have been carefully selected to
provide vour students with an insight into the
issues surrounding the internment of Japanese
Americans.

How to Use this Leaming Package

There are many ways 10 use the docurnents
and the introduction we have provided in the
student package. You can adapt them 10 your
own teaching style and content needs. Here
are some suggestions:

Using one or more of the documents, assign
students the "introduction 10 Document Anal-
ysis found in the student package. Discuss
the results in class, emphasizing that docu-
ments lend themselves 10 a variety of iner-
pretations, depending on the knowiedge and
biases of the reader. You may want 10 expand
this discussion to one on the problems of
writing history.

Using several or all of the documents, lead a
class discussion based on the questions in
the section “Questions to Consider” which
follows.

Using several or all of the documents, assign
students a writing exercise based on "Ques-
tions 1o Consider” emphasizing the skills of
compArison and contrast.

Assign oral reports, role-playing activities, or a
debate based on groups of the documents.,

Divide the ¢lass ino small groups 1o consider
a selection of documents of vour choice.
using -Questions to Consider” and ask cach
group to report orally or in writing.

Using all of the documents. ask the studenis
10 compare: the information they convey about
coniemporary attitudes toward Japanesc:
American internment with the version in ther
1exXtboOKs Or in any assigned reading on the
lopic. See "Suggestions for Further Reading”™ in
the student package.

Use several or all of the documents as part ot
an evaluation. emphasizing cither content ox
historiographic skills.

ASSIgN One Or more Of the: QuesHoNs
“Suggestions for Further Research and Discus
sion” as individual or group wriling projects or
oral presentations. These questions are
based on books listed in “Suggestions for
Further Reading” in the student package. many
of which can be found in major public
libraries.

Using the information in ~About U'sing the:
National Archives.” found at the: end of thxe
student package, assign your students 1o usc
any appropriate records in your local historical
society. public library, state archives, college
or university archives, or other repository thiat
concern this period. The information .1 "About
Using the National Archives™ s generally apph
cable 1o research in any of these insututions
You may want 1o focus on some local topic
thal retlects the national scene and is docu
mented in local records.




Questions to Consider

The following are suggested questions

for students 1o consider as theyv read the docu
Mments. You can also combine them o guidee
discussion and make assignments.

1. What were the arguments for and against
imternment?

Are the arguments mainly legal. economic.,
social, or militany? DO any reflect geographic
(actors? Lixplain.

which arguments do vou find most per-
SUASIVe?

2. Which documents are mosi tactual? wWhich
ones reflect opmion or bias more than (act?
Using the photographs provided as ¢xam-
ples. how do vou determine accuracy. bias.
and opinion N a photograph? Alternatively,
select any document and differentiate
between the facts and opinions in it

3. What was the effect of mermment upon the
intemees? Upon others?

4. Read the interview with James Kajiwara.
write a news article or a short story based on
this intenview.

5. Which single document do vou find most
striking and why?

6. Could internment of American citizens
andror aliens happen again? Consider both
the standing precedent of the Korematsu
case as well as the congressional act of
compensation in reasoning outl Your answer,

7. Look at the photographs (front and back
covers and documents 2 and 3) for separatc
analvsis. Study them. form an overall impres-
sion, examine individual items, divide each
photograph into quadrants, and study each
section. Do the photographs show documen:
tation similar to or different from that in the
rextual items? Explairn.

8. Lxamine the newspapoer column and the
reccommendations of the Western Growers
Protective Association, summarize the argu-
ments presented in each for internment. wWhat
argurnents against interniment appear clse-
where in these documents?

9. Since the dayvs of the Alicn and Scdinon
Act the government has compensated some
victimis of government action hat has been
later deemed erroneous. Was government
compensation appropriate in this case. and
was the compensation adequate?

O




Suggestions for Further Research and Discussion

1. Investigate and report on the historical
treatment of Japanese Americans in the
United States prior to wWorld War i

2. Invesltigatle and report upon ef10:1s 1o
compensate Japanese-American internees in
the vears after the war, including the results
ol the passagie of Public Law 100-383.

3. Select one internment camp (in your state,
if possibley and report on its operation and
contemporary local public reaction, particu-
larly in newspapers. Scarch other sources.
such as church records or local historical
societies, for additional information.

4. Conduct a formal oral history interview
with a former internee, if such a person is

available, or with someone else who remem-

bers this episode. Consider requesting
pEermission to tape the interview and tran-
< ribe the conversation afterward.

5. Whai experiences did former internees
have in reestablishing their lives and livelr-
hoods upon release from the camps?

6. Compare or contrast this official govemn-
ment policy toward a minority group with

other examples of government policy toward

ethnic, religious. political, or other minorities.

You could consider examples such as iNative

American removal, segregation laws, and
rreatment of minorities during other wars.
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7. Explore the internmeni of German Ameri:
cans and ltalian Americans during World War
II. How did tnjs differ from that of Japanese
Americans?

8. Ask students 1o play roles in performances

or writlen assignments such as:

e dramaltic readings of testimony by former
inlernees:

& point/‘counterpoint debate betwveen Army
and Justice Department officials:

® a-Meet the Press” interview of President
Roosevelt,

Other Titles in this Series

Documents from the Nanondal Archines Watersaic

[ocuaments from the Natonai Archives: swonwen i industny—\World War )
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